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DEDICATION 



TO 



BIS MOST CHRISTUN MAJESTY, 



LOüis xvm. 



RING OF FRANCE AND NAVARRE, 



ROYAL SIR, 

Aratime wken, not only the rigfits qf^ 
indvüiduals^ but tke ancient clams of ^ 
iCings and PrinceSy ane na longer re- 
garded ; when Usurpation has destroyed 
tbe balance of Justice^ and uses her 
sword only^ it may not he unacceptablt 
to your Majesty to peruse these 
volumes ; which^ though partly ßctitious^ 
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öwe their origin to incidents attendant 
upon the emlgration of n noble family ; 
at d time when the intrigues of faction 
lighted that sparky which populär Juty 
kindled into flame^ for the deeolation of 
its own countryy and for the annihilation 
of whatever had^ tili then, heen helä 
sacred» 

I trust your Majm:^tv willy in the 
characters delineated, recognize $omß 
traitSf which may give the assurance, 
thatj hmever subdued, in regard to eor- 
terior demonstration, there yet retnain 
fnany whoy while they deplore the unhappy 
fäte of your Royal Predecessor, cease 
not to cherish the hope of once more he- . 
holding their legitimate. King, governing 
an ßffectionate people, flocking around 
to hail his restoration, and to support 
^h throne. 



DEpiCATION-; V 

This Dedkatmi is totally exempt from 

eoery mercenary motive ; it isnot offtrtd 

» 

as an Eulogium on your Majesty's i?ir- 
iuesy but btcause I really knoxv not to whom 
I could, xvith so much propriety^ inscribs 
my lahours. Deign then, Royal Sir, 
to allow my Volumes a place in your 
Gabinetj and to accept my fa^^ait prayer$ 
fbr the completion of those obj^cts your 
Majestt mtist have most at heart. 

L have tke horiour to be, 

with profound respect, ^ 
ROYAL SIR, 
Your Maj^^'J^^^s most devoted, 

, and humbU' Servant, 
THOMAS WILLIAMSON. 

UmdoUf . 



PREFACE. 



Thb frequent recital of anecdotes 
related to the Author, by a fiiend 
who was in France during the early 
part of the Revolution, caused many 
of bis acquaintances to express their^ 
vishes, that such interesting circum- 
stances should, in some form or 
other, be submitted to the Public. 
Some suggested a dramatic piece; 
others, a mere narrative. The former 
might never be ushered to the Public ; 
while the latter might not inte- 
Test it. The subject was therefore 
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blended with other matter; and i& 
now- oflfered, with deference^ to the 
protection of the liberal ; who will 
duly appreciate the arduous täsk of . 
pleasing all, and make some allow- 
aoce, £oT that deviation the Autbor 
ha« assuined firom the path in whkh^ 
he has hitherto trcML. 


i 

Conscious that ao work daould issue * 
£rom the press» dispkying erther ao' 
igaoräuce of» or inattention to, the esh 
sentials of Literature, the Author wilL 
iK)t attempt a defenoe of isuch inao* 
curacies as may be found . in his vo^ - 
lunkes: he trusts, however, that ibe 
total abaeoce of whaterer might ofilend' 
the most scrupulou«* moialist^.or tendj 
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to the. corruption of youth, will be 
some atonement for literary imperfec- 
tion ; and allow bis Work to find an 
asylum on tbe sbelves of all, who, re- 
gardlesa of unprincipled criticisra, may 
aim at tbe support of those principles 
of loyalty, and of virtue, wbicb are 
not sparingly strewed throughout tbe 
following pages. 
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Thank Heaven !" said the Count, as 
the carriage droyp from the imi at Seisei, 
** vve are now äbout to quit this distrac-^ 
ted couniry : this celebrated river, the 
Rhone, riow before us, at present, Jimitö 
that horrid sceiie of madness, whicb ha3 so, 
fatally despoiled this niost delightful 
country*" ^ 

^^ And yetj my dear,'* answered the 
Countess, ^* before many weeks are passed^^ 
we may wish we had never quitted it," 

'* That may be true," said the Count, 
with a sigh : ^^ our native land too fre* 
quently occasions an indiscriminate attach«: 
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ment, which somqtiaies leads us to prefer 
that misery witbin its bosom, we should, as 
mere spectators, condemn oihers for sub- 
mittitig to.— But we are now come to the 
boundary of France ; the country before 
•US belongs to the King of Sardinia. True, . 
it is pot so flourishing as the rieh plains of 
Le Puy ; but I trust the remains of my 
pröperty will aflbrd us sometbing niore 
than the necessaries of life.^' 

" But, my dear busband," resumed the 
'Countesa, ** you have not yet distinctly 
communicated your plan. That we have 
left our chaleau, I know ; but where we 
are to settle, or how you tnean to act, 
your hurry and atixiety have precluded 
you from disclosing," 

" You have really, my loye," answered 
the Count, " put me to some trouble, by 
such questionsj for as.yet I have not 
made up uiy mind as to the exact plan I 
^hould pursue. All I know is^ that since 
it became «ecessary to efface the arins frooi 
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my carriage^ and to aonihilate every indi- * 
oation of the noble ahcestry from wbom I 
receivM iny title ; and wbile tbe populär 
rage for equality Qverrules the dictates of 
sense and justice, I think it more prudent 
to seek an a^ylum in somej>eaceabie State/ 
tban to remain anoong those, who, consi* 
dering me as an aristocrat, might perhaps 
be urged, by their blind zeal, to sacrifice 
not only our property, but our lives. 
Therefpre, instead of travelling ^ Count 
de St. Hilaire, I h^ve assumed the piain 
name of Monsieur Le Brun ; our faitbful 
African, Avril, is gone before to prepare. 
US accommodations at Geneva, wbich we* 
shall reach tb-night : being then more se- 
cure^ and consequently moreeasy in inind» 
\ve may be able to concert measures for a 
permanent settlement." 

" And pray is Ambrose acquainted with 
your change of name ?'* 

*" Certainly," replied the Count; '''but 

».. . 

I tiave tnany^oubts as to bis being able t» 
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keep> theu aecret. His simplicity and incor* 
ruptible honesty ivere my inducements for 
taking him d.s our postilion, in preference 
toany of the more enlightened of our do- 
mestics.* Men so perfectiy inflated, as 
tbey afe generälly become, with sentiments 
of equality, äre not to be trusted." 

At this moment they arrived at a divi- 

cion in fhe road ; the one ^branch leading 

t o Anneci, the other to Geneva. As Am- 

brosc liad not received his instructions, 

he stöpped to.enquire of his master which 

way^ he was lo pröceed. The Count 

paused : — he had a friend at tlie formölr 

place he wished to see ; but recollecting 

that secrecy was a main object, he gave a 

sigh, as he looked dowh the lane which 

turned to the southward, and faintly telU 

ing Ambrose to carry him to Geneva, with 

a tear stealing down his cheek, threw Wm- 

self back in the vehicle, and for some time 

remained in silent emotion. 

. The carriage drove oa but slowly ; the 
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Foad bcing rough, and the face of tlie 
couniry extremely uadüiated. The rouie 
the Count had choßen was litlle freqirent- 
ed, and was choseii on. account of its 
being so. He might have come by Lyons, 
but had -preferred the route of Vienne and 
Belley, where he was lesö subject to be re» 
cognised :. a circumstance of great mo- 
ment, from bis having received passports 
in his assumed name. ' 

The Countess was of a thoughtful, se^ 
date disposition: she said little, but her 
remarks were generally very pointed, and 
displayed a strong mind. She was most 
tenderly attacbed to her husband ; who, 
in return, gave her every proof df the most 
'sincere regard. But she had nmrried hiai 
rather against her will ; her affections bar 
ving been previously engaged in behalf of 
a young ^ntleman of tUe most agreeablicx 
temper, perfectly accomplished, and io 
every respect fully entiiled to her band 
Ho adoccd her; and had in vain used. 
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every endeavour to ebtain her in tnarriage. 
Hearing that she bad yielded to her pa- 
renis' injunctions to marry the Count, he 
quitted France and had not frorn thal 
xirae been heard of. 

The absence of the Chevalier de Meu- 
ron, which was the name of her lover, 
was of the.greatest Service in reconciling 
ber to the amiabie nobleman to whom she 
hftd been united at the altar : her mind 
was at first agitated, but reflection soon^ 
cbasediawaytbose thoughts which clouded 
her happiness ; and by degrees the most 
perfect serenity foUowed, and taught her 
to appreciate the merits of her indulgent 
husbs^nd. 

They had been married about, nine 
years', when the revolution caused the 
Count to dispose of his estates in Lan- 
guedoc, and to retire to some tranquil 
country, before the barbarities he antici« 
pated, as inevitably attendant on so imv 
mensQ a reverse, might extend tbemselvea. 
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towardö all who appertained to the no^ 
blesse. 

/*'My dear, I think you would dö well to 
write to niy brotherSL Julien at Vienna." 
1 — ^The Count ipade no reply— ** Possibly 
he may be about to fulfil bis promise of 
passiag a few weeks at Le Puy, aad would 
he extremely offeoded if be were to arrive 
there aftcr ypur departure. " 

** No," answered the Count, recoUect« 
ing. hitnsdlf sufficiently to consider the im^ 
plied question of his lady.: '^ St. Julien 
knows ioo weU the State of France, to 
think. of visitingjas at this time. I sbalH 
hLOwever>,writ^ IP bim, because it is neces- 
sary that he shoujd bemyagentat Vienna, 
änd receive the aniount of the bills payar 
bie to me there : I s^l send him some to 
get accepted, when we reach Geneva»" 

The heat of the day obliged the Count 
to remain for some hours under a.tree» 
Q^ar a little auberge on the b^nks of a ri« 
vidiet, wbicb, after many meanderr^V«potfgb 

ß 4l 
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the vallies of Chaumont, emptied itself io** 
to the Arve. The difFerence in respect lo 
the dress of the inbabitants, and their pe<' 
culiar features, could not fall ^o attract 
the eyes of botb the Count and bis lädy. 
The troops of little children every wbere 
atnusiDg themselves in dancing to the fla- 
geolet and to the tabor, bronght a smäe on 
their countenances ; and begoiling the di«- 
latory hours, served to restoce tbem to 
ihat chearfulness from wbich tfaey bad 
l>een so long estranged. 

** How iiealth glows^öo their cheeks,'* 
gaid Jhc Counte&s :-r^** Yes," observed the 
Count, " it comes warm froöi their 
hearts :-^a5 yet thöy are not revolution-' 
ised ; but I fear the mania will spreäd so 
far-as to inolude even tbese innoöents 
ambng the catalogue of patriotic assadsihs/' 

The Coant again sunk into a reverie, 
in wbich be continued antil ä poor old 
inan, in a tattered regimentai, put the re- 
^VE^if^ a hat be^ring a cockade^of a 
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Hly tvhite pureness, iip to the window of 
the coach — " Poiir. Vamour de Dieu ; 
pour ramour de. Louis.^ The name vi- 
braied forcibly in the Count'sear; he 
Started from bis reclined position, and 
seeing the veteran had lost an arm, asked 
how it had bappeoed ? 

It had been taken: ofF by.a sabre of an 
English sailor, who had boarded the ship 
in whicb the veteran served as a marine in 
the fleet commanded by De Grasse: ,it 
bad been lost in defence pf an oläcer, who 
was captain of the Company ! 

*' How do you subsist ?" said the Count. 

" I was pensioned, but the revolütion 
bas lost nie that su-pporL" 

A sympatheiic Sensation crept through 
the whole circulation of the Count;. he 
feil the soldierVcase to be allied in som(^: 
measure to his own. He endeavoured to 
suppress it;.but bis heart swelled wiih 
sensibility, and it was in vain to resist its 
dictates : he put his band ihlo his pocket^ 

B 5 
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and was about to present the pld soldier 
with a crown place, wben the Countess^ 
whisperedy that " possibly there tnight bei 
some imposulon," 

" You are right, my dear."— •" Pray,. 
my goodr mao, where is your certificate r " 

" Oh ! le voici /" answered the crip* 
ple, with alacrity, lüs countenance strongly 
marked with conscious integrrty, yet tinged 
with. a certain tlush of pride, to think that 
bis veracity should be questioned. 

Unfolding a remnant of parchmeut,. 
whieh appeared to have fonmerly apper- 
tained ^ta the dcuin that was wont.to sum* 
Sßon him to- quarters; b6 dpew out a slip 
of paper, whicb, owing to the Joint ope-^ 
/^tions of tiine, frequeiU exhibition, and 
bad quarters^ not fbrgettiag naany a peue- 
trating shower, had, like its posses^or, 
Jittle to bpast^ .as to condition and ap- 

pearaoce. 

With hi^ remaipiog band he tendjered 
the document to the Count, at ihc same 
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üme reepeclfully pressing the hat . undeit 
the stutnp' of bis other arm. 

Tbe Couniess placing one band on the 
Count's Shoulder, and with the other hold- 
ißg out that corner of tbe paper, which 
was next to her, tbey read as follows :-^^ 

'*Th1s certifies that the bearer, Philip 
" Armand, private soldier in the ^eventh 
" Company of the regimentof Saxe, served 
*' for eighteen years in that corps^ with 
" honour, and while dfefending the ship in 
" which he acted as marine, under the 
" command of the Gömpte de Grasse, 
" lost bis left arm. This <:ertificate is 
" given \a the said Philip Armand under 
** circumstances pf peculiar esteem and 
'* gralitude, he having received the wound 
** which disqualifies bim for furtber ser- 
*^ vice, in defendifig the person of 

" Frej>erick St. Hilairf, 
" Captain of 7t^ Company."' 

" JO/A December, 17.82." 
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Sa soon as the Count had read the name 
subscribed lo the paper, wbich was in a 
different hand-writing fröm the rest, he 
recögnised the sfgnature of his younger 
brother, who had also beea woutided by ä 
hiusket shot in that engagement > AA 
^emotion widely different from that which 
bad before possessed him, now sbewed it- 
self in eveVy act. The crown piece, whic^b 
had beea intended as the gift of compas- 
sion,. now seemed but a ipai^vedi ; and ii;\ 
tbe mooient of grateful kindness, the most 
liberal, seotiments pccupied the Count's 
mind. He was on the point of discover- 
ipg himself to the object of bis generous 
intentionS; when a well-timed hint froopi 
the Countess gave bim to understand that 
he might disclose more than mgs prüden U 

He was for a moment embarrassed ; but^ 
as genuine humahity, and integrity of prin- 
ciple, rarely fail to devisle means for tbe 
accomplishment of their purpose, he de- 
tertnijned to take the old soldier with bim. 
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• » f.p.. «,_ 

'and to render tfee rest of hls life com- 
fortablci 

" Ycm shall go with me/' 

" Iröpossible r* Said the .crrpple. . . 

*^ Yöu ^Uail-see to the contrary," said 
the Count, takingouc a pencil; and tear* 
ing 9. slip from the envelope of ^ letter ; 
theji ti^riting bis feigned name^ and giving 
it' to the Veteran, he directed him tö go 
forivard to Geneva, and to enqulre for 
Monsieur Le Brun at the {iost-oifide. 

V Büt, Sir," said the 'söldier, " I am 
oM, and cannotget there to night," 

The Coant calied ihe rnn-keeper, and 
directed bim- to furnish a horse:— ^it was 
not to be had/ A mule?-^No-. The 
Count pausedi be looked at the Countess, 
seemitig to ^y, "Teil me how to over* 
come this diffictiliy ?" 

She did' not. hesiiate; but takinginib 
b^r lap.a bandbox which lay on the oppö* 
sjte seat, pointed to the vaicant spöt. 

The Cdunt*8 cyes sporkled with satis- 



14 TH£ i>OMINIGAV : 

factibn: he feit the fiiU force of the blot^^ 
and seizing her band» pressed it^to his 
lips. 

Matters were soon arrangedi and the 
old soldier bavingstepped home for a little 
knapsack, which contained lus seanty pro- 
perly,"returned tothe door of the coach» 
The Count beckoned to Ambrose lo open 
it ; Ambrose held bis arm in a position to 
Support bis master ; who be cbought was 
about to alight 

The Count <:alled for the landlord, 
paid for the refresbments, and causing the 
soldier to enter the Tebicle, gave the wbole 
province subject.for a month's talk. 

As for Ambrose, l>e obeyed, wben bis 
master ordered bim to sbut the door and 
to mount; but, so soon as out of the 
Count's sight, be gave tbree or four signi« 
ficant npds of bis bead, and sbrugging up 
his Shoulders, concluded bis soliloquy witb 
" Ccst bien drokr 

Philip was not one of those who 
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either are buribened with too niucfa diffi- 
djence, or who preteod to feel tbemseWes 
unwonhy of every littte favour. He bad 
Seen much of the world ; and, tbougb ioi- 
petuous and ardent in bis youth, was now 
mellowed into a State of resign^d compo- 
sure, whicb made bim contented with bis 
humbte lot, and taugbt bim to accommo- 
^te to whateveF viciesitudes tbe fickteness 
of, fortune sbould tbrow in bis way. 

His countenance was a perfect recom- 
mendatiun ; and bis nülitary aivwhicb he 
still retained, iliougli so muny years bad 
elapsed. siice he foughl ilie baltles of 
bis counlry, guve him a certain interesting 
apl>earance, tliat spoke at oiice lo tbe 
hcart. 

His eyes weie davk, Uul brilliant;. his 
forehead well inised, bul furrowed by the 
plougli of timc ; his nosc was rather aqpi- 
line ; and his cheeks, saving wherg age 
bad silvered a beard tbat, woulü not haye 



16' THE dominican: 

been the worse for the pazör, prcsented- 

Ihewarm glow of bealth, and fioished a 

countenance replete with expressive atii- 

matioD. 

Philip did not sidle iato a corncr, or 
appear as though he feit unworthy the ho- 
nour done him by the Count. Oo the 
contrary ; with a respectful, yet dignißed . 
ease, he entered into conversation with 
his ne'w patrons, and, in t^e true Stile oC 
Frencb urbanity, tendered his mutilaied 
snuff-boxr ürst wiping its liü with the 
spare sleevc of iiis abteni limb. * 

The conipliment was not 'loet ; the 
Count accepted the token of cordialily, 
Bnd sceing it was not. in a condition to 
stand many such overtures, drew forth 
his own, and divided iis conlents with bis 
prolege. 

Philip madc the bcnd of acknowledge- 
ment, putting his band to his beart, and 
^ilently tbinking that wbich he could not 
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€xpressj{ but. which tbe tretubling df bis 
lip, and the gloss of bis eye, fully impart?d 
to bis ad^»:5ring benefactor. , " 

The CouDt's heart was not less füll 
tban (bat of bis maimed companion ; tbe 
recollection of bis brotber^ wbom be faad 
not s^en for many years preceding tbat 
in wbich^Pbilip bad saved tbe Chevalier'» 
life, added to tbe prösence of the intrepid 
individiial ^vbö bad rei^a^^d bim from de- 
«tructiod, produted the moi^ extraprdi- 
tiary eflfects, \ 

Tbe Countess, seeing bow matlcfr^ stood; 
with the vieM^ ta reikve het husbund from 
^reflectionS, whicb sbe was^ well avmrft 
apted with peculiar violence on 'his susr 
ceptible mind, broke the silen^e tbat bad 
üwr a few minutes prevailed. ' 

*' How bave you subsisted sil)oe yoä 
lost your pensiöb, my fnend?*' • 

Philip was roused ffoin a grÄtrful revef le 
by ihe questioh, whicb, bowever he did 
not perfecily collect:^— ^' Madame ?'! ■ 



18 TH« BOMIKICAN. 

V 

" I sa)' haw häve you/ maiatainted youp- 
seif sfnce your pension was withdrawn?": 

^^ My pension was done away, but" ad- 
ded he, pointing . ti|iwards^ '^ tbe Bon 
Dieti remained !'' 

"True, but how did jhe Bon Dieu. 
provide for you ?" 

Philip seemed for a moment extremely 
agitated ; he turned aside bis face, and 
taking a little ea$e fröm bis pocket, un- 
clasped it, and showed tbe por^trait of a 
child; about six years . of ag^ :— " C!c9t, 

II was not necessary to say evtn 
Ibat mucb ; for tbe Couxitess, at tbe first 
glance, haql traced every lineamenl of tbe 
parental countenance in tbeit of tbe child. 

'^ And tbe motber ?" asked the Count, 
ienderly, 

A strong cast of dejection overshar 
dowed tbe warqo glow of bappinessi wbich 
the Portrait of bis daughter haci raised oa^ 
Philipps cbeek ;. bis eyes ceased to scintiir 
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täte ; they w^re immersed in tbe tear of 
sorrow ; he could not answer. 

Tbe Count feit the pang be bad inad^ 
vertienily inflicted on the heaft of the sol- 
dier; and was scarcely able to reirain 
from evincing, by a similar display of sen^ 
sibilityi how mucb he sympatbised with 
tb^ old man's sorrows. He guessed tbe 
result of bis question; and assuming a, 
composurey wbich lent but a superficial 
veil to bis pyrpose, asked wbere bisdaughr 
ter lived ? 

"At Constance." 

" Tben you will s6e her spon/* said the 

G>UQt. 

The Veteran witb an eager look of en^ 
quiry answered ; " Is it possible !" 

** I mtend going that way to Vienna/' 
reptied the Count, ^^ and you shall ao 
Company us.'* 

' Philip'^ souI waa on the wing of depar^ 
ture, when "he beard what bappiness 
awaited bim ! He bad no handkerchie^. 
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but drawing up the skirt of bis coat to his^ 
eyes, and coveriag bis face as well as 
could be dooe with bis hat, be gave a vent 
\ to tbose extatic feelings, wbich gratitude 
and aifection b^d engendered in bis manly 
bosom. 

It was a year sihcö Philip bad beard 
from bis daugbter; by wbich • circum«^ 
^tance be bäd been compelled to asic 
9lin9; Tbe.CouBtess endeavoured to re-< 
sist th£L iinpressiön ; but seeing her hus- 
band unable to check the dictates of bia 
beart, she was overcome with tbe afiecting: 
scene^ arid drawing a veil over her eyes, 
allowed thern to participate in the> trans-^ 
ports enjoyed by her companions.. 

An)brose employed bis thoughts ia a 
very different manner ; be bagan to doubt 
whetber tbc Count was in Ws rightsendes; 
and wbat with the change of names, the. 
journey, and tbe adventure just related, 
•M*as completely at a loss to divrne wbat 
conld be bis master's intentidns. IIon>- 
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ever he sunamed up the matter in a brief 
calculation of bis wages ; eod, wbistling 

x 

^e old ballad of " Je suis encore dans mon 
printemSy'' drove along at an easy rate, 
until ibe spires of Geneva attracted bis 
attention. 

As they proeeeded; the number of cot- 
tages^ of villas, of plantaiions, and of 
cattle, all reminded the Count and^bis 
lady of the delightful plains of Languedoc ; 
they exchanged a glance of retrospection, 
and each, instinctively, heaved a sigb at 
the remembrance of their former happi- 
ness. 

The dress of the inhabitants was again 
metamorphosed ; in the morning they had 
seen thepeasanti habited in little coloured 
jacketSi witb loose drawers open at the 
kneeSy no stockings, but occasionally a 
Short sock, and a low quartered shoe, fas- 
tened witb a very small piece of gay rib- 
bon. The women with their little bats, all 
on one side/ with branches of natural 
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flowersi bouquets at their bosoms ; and iti 
a Short vest and petticoat, with oaly a 
pair af brown leather sUppers on their 
feet. 

Th^ now found an immense population, 
dressed chiefly in the French costume of a 
Century back, whose countenances bespoke 
health and contentment. 

As they descended from the high coun* 
try of Chaumont to the wide expanse of 
{)lain in which the läke of Geneva spreads 
its transparent waters, they were fascina- 
ted with ihe grandeur of the scene. Far 
as the eyecould reach, thepröspect before 
them pron^bed to* the subsistence, and to 
the enjoyment of man, every thing that 
nature could bestow ; while on iheir right 
were seen the stupendous ränge of moun« 
tains, stretching to tlie south-east, in which 
the snowysummit of Mont Blanc appeared 
like the venerable father of, a famiiy, over- 
looking, as rnfants, those immense rocks 
and towering precipices, les AguilUs^ (or 
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^the Needles) whicb, divested of ibe dero* 
gatory vicihity of the majestic apex^ would 
eacb appear immeasureable. 

On tbe left was seen tbat prodigious 
ränge of tbe Alps, ivhicb separates France 
from Switzerland ; the proud Mount Jura 
towering tbrough the intercepting clouds, 
and rising, as it were triumpbantly, over 
their fleeting level. The pass of Gex was 
distinguished by the spire of its' church, 
which was scarcely visible to the tiake^ 
eye. 

Tbe Count, observed, that it appeared 
to be a strong post, and was no doubt 
well maintained. 

** It should be demolished," said PhiHp, 
with much empbasis. 

" You have been there' ?" said tbe 
Count. 

^ I was stationed there some twelve 
years ago : my poor*'— 

He stopped, but recovering blmself in a 
few moments, continued,— " ray poor An- 
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sette waB takeo iU of the ague, Mrbich at 
certain seasops prevails in that quarter j; 
she was born at Canfttancei and wisbing to 
see her friendsi I took her tbitber, boping 
sbe would benefit by the cbange of air, and 
tbe kind offices of her faaiilyi but" — 

The iihpetuQus tear roUed down hb 
trembling cbeek, and he remained silent : 
— on a suddeD> eagerly drawing forth tt)e 
Portrait of bis daoghter, and kissing it» 
with at least as. mach fprvour, and far 
nlore sincerity, than many press the Image 
of our Saviour to tbeir lips, he seemed 
to derive a comfort from the contact, and 
giadually subsided into tranquiliity. 

Thej were.no w arrived at the barrier, 
which divides tbe territory of Gene^a^ 
from the kingdom of Savoy. The carriage 
was stopped, and a well looking man ap- 
])eared at its side/requiring, in polite terms, 
to see tbeir passport. The Count shewed j 

ity tbe wboie was right so far as related to 
Monsieur and Madame Le Brun, and tl^ir 
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equipage; but, askeä the Officer, "Whois^ 
this?" pointing to Philip. 

"He is an old soldier, whom I have 
taken up near Chaumont, to convey to hi» 
family. He is too infirm to travel: "— - 

*' But," rejoined tbe Officer, addressing 
himself to Philip, " where is your pass- 
port, friend r" 

Philip, though not prepared for such a 
question, was about to draw forth his 
ragged certificate, when the Officer per^ 
ceiving that he bad lost^ an arm, said, 
" Enough ; you have it I see under your 
sleeve." . * ' 

The Count exclqSmed, " Bon^ bon ;" the 
Countess smiled ; and Philip, at that mo- 
nieiit, looked like a Roman Em peror, pass* 
ing under a triumphal arch. 

" I see you are a Royalist," said *the 
Officer. 

*- I am," said Philip, with dignity. 

" You had better comply with the sen- 
timents of our towns-people ; they are 

VOL. I, c 
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strongly inclined to the populär party, 
and it is dangel'ous to appear with any 
token of attachment to the cause of roy- 
alty; let'me recommend thatyou dismount 
your "white cockade." 

- The yery blood of the veteran rushed, 
into bis eyes ! The Count was alarmed, 
lest he should insult the Officer ; but, as 
yet he did not know the xnind of Philip, 
who, in a most emphätie tone, and with 
an action that bespoke the firmest deter- 
mination, simply answered, " Never !" 

The Oificer shrugged up his Shoulders, 
and, making a silent bow to the Countess, 
told Ambrose be might drive on. 

Philip apologized to the Count for the 
abruptness of bis reply to the Officer *of 
the barriere; saying he had served with 
hoaour under a good monarch, wbo had 
niaintained bim comfortably since the loss 
of his band had rendered him unable to 
serve ; and that he had constantly devoted 
three souSjjvbich be received weekly for 
ringing the bell on Sundays at Chaumoot, 



cmd for sweeping the path tbat led to the 
porch^ through ao aveiiue of poplars, to 
preserving that type of bis Majesty 's vir* 
tues, perfectly pure and immaculate. 

The principles of Philip made ä deep 
Impression on the mind of the Count, who 
^ontemplate4 him with peculiar satisfac- 
tion. He feit a certain attachment to- 
wards him, whicb caused many reflec-' 
tions as tothe manner in ^'hich he should 
provide for bim. 

The Countess guessed what passed in 
the miQd of her generous Lord ; and^ with 
the view to faciiitate such measures as he 
might be intent upon, asked tbeir ag(ßd 
companion how old bis daughter then 
was? 

Pbilip's eye was illumined by the query. 

'^ In ten days more she will be nineteen." 

" And what occupation is she employed 
in at presentr" 

'* She lives with her aunt, who is the wi- 
dow of a worthy clergya>an, and wbo.haiP 

c 2 
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teught my Annette the true principles of 
christianity, of which she herseif is the- 
livinor emblem." 

** Pray," asked the Count, "canshe 
read and write ? and does she understand 
any ihing of household afFairs ?" 

" Certainly," replied Philip; "she reads 
the Bible, writes all the accounts, and 
corresponds witb her aunt's friends ; she 
is an excellent housewife^ and chaunts the 
Service like an angel." 

The Count exchanged a look with his 
lady, who treasured up in her mind the 
intention it conveyed. 

They entered the suburbs, where, not- 
withstanding the industrious and busy 
scene, wherein all the inhabitants ap- 
peared to be deeply engaged, it was not 
long before the keen eye of curiosity had 
directed its attention to the Singular figure 
PhiHp made, when contrasted with the 
genteel appearance of the Count a.nd 
Countess. 
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Avril, who had arrived two davs be- 
fore, andbegän to be anxious for bis. 
. .master's safety, observing a crowd follow- 
, ing ihe coach, which was on the English* 
plan, and was supposed to coniain per- 
sons.of that nation, went forw^rd to see 
what occasioned such an assembläge. 

He soon recognised Ambrose, who per- 
ceiving bim, smiled in bis uSual silly man- 
ner, and witb % bajf smotbered laugb, 
pointed back towards the carriage, 

Avril darted forward, and making his 
way-through the crowd, got to the side of 
the coach, when suddenly Philip put bis 
head through, and by his. stränge appear- 
ance, quite astonished the poor blac^k^ 
who was lost in amaze, until by Philip'ä 
retrocession, he discovered his wortby 
employers« 

It is difficult to describe the pleasure 
feit by the noble pair, at the sight of their 
fei hfül . domestic. His joy knew no 
bounds ; for he now considerc4 theoi to. 

c 3 
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be beyond the reach of mischief, and, in a 
moment, painted to bis imagii^ation /alt 
the happiness he concluded must insepa- 
rably attach to such worlhy characters» 

• ^'Ah, Massa ! me ßo glad ; me tbink 
it long tiire you not comc : Massa well ? 
Missy well ?" 

A senile froni eaeb^ communicated to 
the beart of Avril, the assurance that hift 
bopes were realized. They all seeraed 
bappy, and Pbilip's countenance receiv- 
ing the cheering ray from tbeir bean>ing 
eyes, gave hira tbe air of being one of the 
family. 

" And wby not ?" tbougbt the Count. 

They were now come to the iön, where 
Avril bad taken care to inform the land- 
lord of tbe expectalion he was under of 
seeing the family amve, The^ baggag© 
was Bpeediiy unladen, and conveyed iato 
a very handsome salpon, in wbich covera 
were ready laid. The Countess went to 
inspect th«ir sleeping apartroent, and ih^ 
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Count looking over a sumptüous bill of 
fare, ordered a proper dinncr for the 
party. 

Philip stood in the gateway, where 
many yet remained, seeniiogly earnest to 
know what could have o^casioned hls 
being brought ia the Gourft's carriaga; 
the fasbioQ of which likewise excited 
much admiratioD. 

. The white cockade waspot unnoticed, 
and occasioned its wearer to be bragded 
vith many opprobious epithets. 

But that was a matter 'regarding which 
Philip had already made up his niind; he 
treiited the Insults with such sang-froid^ 
that« finding they could make no' impres* 
sion on the veteran's temper, the oiob be- 
gan to subside ; especialiy' when they saw 
bim deliberately pull out the stump of a 
pipe^ aud envelope himself in the prodi- , 
gious clouds of smoke, his yet powerful 
lungs extracted from the fragrant leaf. 

In this State Avril foundhim; they m« 

c 4 
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tired togetber into a neat apartment^ . 
where, seating bimself at bis ease, Philip 
enlered inlo familiär coriversatiofi with bis 
sable coinpanit)n ; to whom the Count 
had given particular Orders to pay every 
atiention tu^tbe old man 's wants. 
^ After dinner, the Count desired Avril 
migbt be sent to bim, wben the Gountess^ 
baving retired to prepare for a walk, be 
repeated bis pai^ticular Instructions regard- 
ing Avril's defportmeiit towards Philip ; 
stating the circumstance of tbat deserving 
old man baving. saved the life of the Che- 
valier de St. Hiiaire, and concludihg with 
a description of the occurrence by wbich 
be had been discovered. 

The Count, however, from prudential 
motives, forbore from intimating bis de- 
sign of retaining the old man in bis ser- ' 
vier, lest unforeseen circumstances should 
prevent the fulfilment bf such an avowal, - 
and give an opening to accuse bim of fick- 
lencss, or of want of adherence to bis 
word. 
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He iherfefore confined bis disclosure la 

** 

fhe intention of taking Philip to Con- 
stance, where he would see his daughter 
Annette; and with cautioning Avril not ta 
disclose his real name to Philip. 

The Count had by tWs time resoived 
upon proceeding direct to Vieuna'; and 
while the waiter was absent frorn the 
saloon, immediately after dinner, for the 
purpose of ^ringing the cofFee, had cdm- 
inunicated his purpose to the Countess; 
M ho, for many reasons^ gave her hearty . 
approbation to the intended joarney. 

The rou-te lay througb^ubonne, Neuf- 
chatel, Soleure, Baden, and . Schaf hauseb^ 
leaving Coüstance and its lake entirely to 
the right; but the considBration of pre- 
senting the old man to his daughter, and 
of probably domesticating both under his 
own roof, were so fkmly engrafted on the 
Count's mind, as a part of his own hap- 
piness, that notbing could induce bim ta 
relinquisb this favourite plan. 

G 5 
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The ciandition in wbich tlie Count had 
föund Philip^ added to tbe total inabiljty 
of the poor fellow to do any thing toward» 
improving bis appearance, would of tbem^ 
selves bave operated in bis bebalf ; besides 
tbere was an absolute necessity tbat a 
compianion, in wbatever rank be migbt be 
classed, sbould be as decently cloatbed^ 
as be was comfortably boused and fed. 

Sncb considerations were sufficient to 
' . influence tbe Count to equip bim in a tx^'^ 
ditable manner; but tlie recollection tbal 
Philip was the preserver öf bis brotber'» 
life, precluded tbe Operation of every 
otber motive. * 

The Count, bowever, could not but be 
surprised tbat the Chevalier bad faiied to 
recommend Philip to bis protection : many 
conjectufes ofFered themselves to supply 
tbis deficiency of wbat be deemed no 
more than grateful acknowledgement. 

In the first place, tbe Chevalier had 
Bever returned to Paris^ wben liberated 
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ffom bis parole in England, whitber be 
had been sent &sr a prisoner ; then the 
youtb, and tbe gaiety of bis disposition, 
^iseemed to offer as good an apology as 
many, far more ripened in years, and far 
more considcrate tban tbe Chevalier bad 
ever sbewn bimself to b^ pleäded in be- 
half of a failing, whkb tbe Count trusted 
was noi ofien indplged- 

Tbe Countess niade ber appr^arance at 
tbe foot of tb^ staiFS> as if waiting for^ 
her busband, ivbo immediately taking bi$ 
hat and cane^ walked fortb into tbe 
»treet^ 

A bow, not Wy of tbe bead, but of 
tbe beart also, from Philip, wbostood at 
tbe corner of tbe avenue leading up to tbe 
hotel, reminded bio» of tbe poor fellow's 
wams» 

Avril was ealled, and, being properlj 
tnstructed, gave an appellative hod to tbe- 
Veteran ; wbo in^tantly attended bis sum^ 
Bions» Tbe Cotintess was in tbe mean 

c 6 
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while reading.the bill of a play that was^' 
to be performed that night. 

** I ask your pardon, my dear, for 
causing you -to wait^ but it was necessary 
to spdak to Avril bfefore we went out/' 

" Your usual politenes3, Count, is dis- 
played at an unnecessary moment ; for 
your absence gave me tfte laiitude of 
learning that we may be present at a 
representation I have never witnessed, 
(hough I have ever longed to do so j it is 
the Tartufft of Moliere.'' 

** Yöur curiositjt-is weU founded," an- 
swered the Count, " we will take a short 
turn, and repair tö the theatre. I have^ 
penned a few lines ta your brother, stating 
our intention of proceeding to Vienna,. 
which I can . drop kito ^he office as we 
pass. ' The landlord teils me it isbut ar 
liltle way round the corner." 

They accordingly proeeeded to the post 
office, and the Count slipped his letter 
into the emboucbure made for that pur- 



A ROMANCE. . 57 

pose ; but turning round, in order lo iread . 
back bis way into the principal street, 
from which they had deviaied, among se- 
veral letlers that lay confnsedly in the win-- 
dow, he perceived one bearing the stamp 

m 

of the French post-office, addressed to 
bim at Geneva / 

He stood confused, nor \^^s it without 
Mme efFart that the Countess recalied him 
to that tranquil »täte in which he had ap- 
proached the window. Leading her away, 
and changing the subject, pretending at 
the sanie time that the great beat reflected 
from the houses had avercon^e bim, he en- 
deavoured foassunie a chear&il air, but bis 
hilarity was so obviously forced, that in lieii 
of soothing, it ratber agitated, the Countess; 
who was extremely anxious to learn the 
cause öf her husband's uneasiness. 

His endeav^ours to quiet her- appreheri- 
Äions proving the reverse of successfu}, 
he judged it more prudent to staie what 
he had seen. She could scarcely credit bis 
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«sserticm; and, diseogaging bers^ff Srom 
bis arm^ walked back ta examioe inore 
parlicularly thao she tbought be bad 
done. . 

She found bis descriptioo tobe perfectiy 
justy and returned to biüi witb evident 
bymploms of cbagrin and surprise. It was 
clear, that ihe Count's departure, and 
thc route he bad chosen^ werc known; 
and it was to be apprehended^ that roea- 
sures would be taken ta cause bis return ;. 
W, at all fivenls, to arrest bis fligbi. 

Tbe Countess tbougbt ii could do na 
barm to deniand tbe letter, and ta dive 
at once into the mysterj *; judgftig it better 
ta knovi^ tiie worst, than to remain in a 
»täte of incertitude. 

But when tbe Count dstailed to her ü^& 
obvious consequences of tbrowing off bis 
disguise, wbich the receipt of the letter 
would instantly do> s^be a^owed her opinion^ 
to be overruleA. 

^^- 'toward circuj^ianc^ pcea3ion$d 



a chuQge of proceedings : in lieu of going« 
hy the way of Soleure, k was settled tbat 
they should proceed tbrough Lausanne^ 
Lucerne, Zurieb, and Constanoe; wbicb 
vould e^nable tl>eiu to reacb ihe £mpe* 
ror's doniinioDS in safety« 

Tbe Countess seemed to tbink such pre-^ 
cautions rather superfiuous; but as her 
husband bad assured bery thal be bM' 
certain inforroation qf tbedesigns of tboae 
wbo tben beld tbe reins of governmenty 
not merely in' regard to tbe noblesse at 
largCy but particqlarly as to biotsel^ be 
baving exerted all bis influence in tb^ 
cause of bis sover^ign, sbe y ielded . to bis 
arrangeioients witb complete readiness, ^uÜ 
sbewed berself to be actuated ooly by % 
d.esire to see bim safe and bappy« 

Under tbe inipression occasiotied by tbe 
sigbt of tbe letter, Xhß CoJJn^ resolved tQ- 
quit Geneva so ,60on as possible, and ac* 
cordingly returned to tbe inn, for tbe pur- 
pose of acoelerating tbeir departure. 
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At one time he spoke of hiring an adäV 
tional pair of horses ; but tbcn he consi-^ 
dered such a proceeding would enable the 
agents of the French goveVnment, who he 
judged were dispersed in every direction, 
and would not scruple lo assassinate the 
whole of the royal party, to tread uport 
his footsteps, 

.He likewise feit embarrassed by the 
complexion of his servant ; but such a re- 
gard did he enlertain for the faithful and 
affeetionate Avril, ihat nothing could have 
induced the Count lo leave him behind, 
or in any way to alienate him. 
• The poor fellow had, when the Cöünt 
was scarcely out of his cradle, conceked 
a great attachment to his young master^ 
and had all along enjoyed his favpur and 
eonfidence. He used to say with much 
.exultation, " When Massa young, die» 
Avril love Massa ; now Avril old, Massa 
love Avril." 

The Count could have borne the loss of 
a limby but not of such a friend ! . ^ 
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It sbould be remarked, ihat, as pcrsoris 
in a State of fear or of agitation, often 
överlook ihe main points whereby they 
should form their conclasions; so, in this 
instance, did bolh the Count and bis lady 
fail to perceive, tbat the starnp of the ge- 
neral post-office at Lyons covered the ori* 
ginal direction of the letter, whicb was to 
Jiis estate, near Le Puy. 

The Paris starnp appeared conspicuöus, 
and caused such an alarm, aäblinded them 
both as to the other parts of tbe super- 
scription. It was enough to them that the 
letter came from Paris, had passed through 
Lyons, and was then at Geneva. 

The Count made no doubt, but it was 
either a summons to repair to the capital, 
or an injunction thal he should return to 
bis provincc, under aU the penalties at* 
tached at that time to the Icast attempt at 
emigration. 

Many difficultics presented themselves 
in arranging .the plan for their departure» 
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Avril had brought two heavy boxes with 
him in the remise, M'hich had- conveved 
him from Le Puy ; wLence lie had pro* 
ceeded through Lyons to Geneva; the 
Count also wished not to have any persoa 
ivithin the coach but the Countess and 
bjmself. It was true, the coach-box was, 
qn; but, evep ii\ Avril and Philip should 
be seated tigere, their w^ight, added to» 
that of the luggage, woul4 be too mtich 
fpr one pair of horses* 

The Countess percetving th^t either 
aonie ""danger of dlscovery must be ia- 
curred» or that they coüJd not proceed at 
all, suggested, th^t as Avril was an ex- 
cellent and a very*steady driver» another 
pair of hoj ses should be purphased ; that 
Atnbrose should conlinue to ride post^.and 
that Avril, having Philip with him on the 
Jbox, should govem the pair next the- 
'wheels. The lüggage eould be disposed 
of partly behiad, and partly in the boot. 

This arrangement met the Cou&t's 
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wärmest approval : m lieu of going to the 
theatre, ihey immediately repaired to-a 
repository for hörscs and carriages, where 
in a very short time a bargain was made 
for an excellent pair, and the proper har- 
ness speedily equipped. , 

Knowing the road they intended to fol* 
low was, at times, infested with robbers^ 
M»ho found a ready asylum in the moun- 
tains and wildernesi^es interspersed in 
every direction, the Count judged it pru- 
dent to provide sufficient fire-arms, and 
relying on the bravery of Philip, present- 
ed him with a sword^ which the old man 
received in the most becoming manner. 

It happened to be one manufactured 
in the king's laboratories: the veterao, 
placing it between the remains of bis left 
arm and his body, drew fortb the blade, 
when seeing the fleur-de-lys stamped on 
its back, he kissed it: Ihe recollection of 
bis royal patron'^ degraded Situation dis-' 
tilled a tea^r» which falling on the national 
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device, weut with it iiito iis scabbard, 

never to be cffaeed ! 

« 

The whole party retired early to bed ; 
it being determined that all shouW be clear 
of the town by the dawn of day ; the 
Count and bis lady.did not, however, en- 
joy niuch repose. Avril feeling himself re- 
lieved ffoni the State öf surprise he had 
been in for the fate of bis master, soon 
feil asleep; as did Ambrose, wbö had 
taken bis tili öf good cheer^ and did not 
require any rocking. 

•In spite of all the favourable occur- 
rences of the day, Philip did not close 
bis eyes for many hours ; he ahnost doubt- 
ed the reaiity of what had passed ; and, 
scarcely able to believe, that any, but the 
Grand Monarque himself, could treat a 
poor cid maitned soldier with so aiuch 
condescension and kindness, bis mind was 
completely bewildered. He only hoped 
for a continuance of bis good heallb, and 
an early meeting with bis dear Annette. 
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He was the first to awake ; and, ac 
cording to the injunctions of Avril, lost no 
time in rousing the latter, who sleptin the 
same apartinent. Ambrose went half 
asleep to the stable to harness the horscs, 
and the baggage being brought out, was 
disposed of as the Couht had directed. 

CofFee was served ; and, all bieing at ' 
their posts, Ambrose cracked his whip, 
and led off in high stile ; not a little 
pleased with the new cattle, which Avril 
managed with great dexterity. The Rhone 
was re-crossed, and they entered the Pays 
de Vaud ; those without the vehicle intent 
möre upon the objects wliich casually at- 
tracted their attention, while the Count 
and Countess were congratulating them- 
selves on the bappy discovery of the letter, 
which had given so salutary a warning, ^ 
and prompted them to avoid those dangers 
they imagined were strewed in the ordina-^ 
ry route to Vienna ! 

To prevent their being träced; the 
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Count had taken the prbcaution of rt- 
questing tbe landlord, thait if any letters 
should arrive there foc Monsieur Le Bruö, 
be would cause them to be fofwarded to 
Constance, by the way of Basle. 

Tbe rpad being good, and the borses 
well-conditioned, tboy proceeded at a 
round pace, and by ten o'clock, foiind 
themselves at the little town of Nion, 
where they put up for some hours, to.re- 
fresh the cattle, aiid to take an early re* 
past; which the fresh air from the iake, 
nlong whose borders their'route had mean- 
dered, reddered highly acceptable. 

From this delightful romantic spot, all 
the beauties of the sürrounding scene 
Game to their view ! The city of Geneva, 
rising from tbe borders of , the Rhone, up 
the side of a hill, had an amphitheatrical 
appearance, and caused them to regret the 
necessity for so abrupt a departure. 

The Count sighed when he called lo 
snind the restless disposition of its inbdbiy 
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täntsjSvho, weglßctful of llje happy go- 
vernment under which they Jived, had al- 
Ipwed thetnsclves ta»be swayed by the false 
lights of a pretended philosophy, and to 
become disposed towards the adoption of 
those horrible crimes, which had stained 
the anc\als of his own country. He fore- 
saw the effects of their listening to those 
incendtarieSy wbose minds nvere beot on 
desolation atid murder ! 

While they sat at dinner, they'oyer- 
heard an old man, in a plaintive voice, so- 
llciting the landio.rd to give him sotnething 
to eat ; the terms t)f his supplication were, 
modelt, but» earnest. The host was^ 
however, deaf to his prayer, and the hum- 
ble petitioner was about to depart, when, tis 
he proceeded through the passage towards 
the gate, his appearance Struck the 
Countess so forcifaly, that she involuntarily 
Started, and attracted his notice. 

He was passing on; making as he crossed 
tlie door-way, a bend of bis body, ex- 
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pressive 6f his respect for the Company in. 
the room, but tvithout seeming to solicit^ 
or to expecty tbeir assistance. He appear- 
ed to be füll sixty years of age, was ha- 
bited^as a Dominican, and evidently in 
,his yoünger days had been remarkably 
baudsome. 

The CouDt had also caught a glimpse of 
him, and was equally prepossessed in tiis 
favour. He nodded to Avril, who stood 
behind the Countess's chair : the manner 
implied the cause, and Avril in two Steps 
had arrived sulficiently ncar to touch the 
pionk on the Shoulder. 

He tu med, and foUowed the kind- 
hearted African ihto the apartment. 

The Countess looked at a chair, which 
stbdni near thß table, and Avril moved it 
closer. The Count desired the reverend 
visitor to be seated, and ordered a cover 
to be laid for him. 

The Monk's eye swam with gratitude ; 
he would have spoke, but his words want- 
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^ed iitterance : — placing oiie hand on bis 
beart, and raisiog the oibertowards the 
heavenfl, bis füll or]>its accompanying tbe 
silent acknowledgaient^ he contrived to 
express himself to that aH-intefligent 
Being, to wböse service bis Kfe appeared 
to bave been faithfully devoted. 

The Count was not less afiected ; Avril,^ 
in spite of.bis complexion, looked more 
thao human; while the fat landlord, wba 
had stopped at the door to witness tbat 
which he considered a folly^ looked 
more. like a devil, 

The Gounte^s frowned as she saw bim^ 
and turced her eyes from so disgusting 
an object- The landlord retired— to re- 
member tbe Dominican in bis bill ! 

When the monk had eased bis (»art, 
by the fervent adoration it paid tO' 
bis Creator, inclining bis body gently 
forward, and placing both bis hands in a 
supj>licatingposture, be pronounced ashorl 
benediction ; then, apparently at ease with 

, VOL. I D 
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himself, as ivell as witH all around him, 
he sat dowoy and joined in tbe repast 

i3y degrees he became animated ; he 
aeemed to be warmed by tbe sudden 
gleam of happiness, and evinced so strong 
an understanding, adtnirably ciiUivated, 
that bis cooipanions were deligbted witb 
bis conversation. 

He touched upon tbe politics of tbe 
day ; but finding tbe Count ratber dis* 
posed toavoid that subject, he gave tbem 
an outline of bis bistory. He was a na* 
tive of Languedoc, wbere be was edu- 
cated ; be dwelt patbetically on tbe 
beauties of that province, was extrava- 
gant in his praise^ of tbe banks of tbe 
Loire, and spoke of various places tbat 
conv}nced tbe Count he was correct in 
every particular. 

Tbe Countess asked if be bad ever been 
at Le Puy ? 

The nionk's conntenance suddenly 
cbanged ; he hcaved a sigh^ and seemed 
^inbarrassed» 
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The Coant nodded to his Lady ; not 
in reproof— but hinting that a change of 
the subject* was indispensable. 

" Are- you travelling through tlie Can- 
toris, Father?" 

He was going on the special business 
of his monastery, which was at their east- 
ern boundary. 

'* Then," said the Countess, '* perbaps 
it would be agreeable to you, to takc 
a seat in our carriage ?" 

"You will not only be heartily wel- 
come," added the Count, *' but will 
confer a favour, by allowing us the plea- 
»ure of your society," 

The warm blush of acknowledgment 
tinted the fatber's cheek ; it supplied 
the place of a thousand thanks, which, 
crowdlng from his beart, obstructed their 



own cgress. 



The ^ monk clasped his hands, and 
in a iremulous tone, faintly replied, 
" Heaven will reward ye !" 

Havlng finished their meal, and the 
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Dominican having devoutly reiurned 
thanks for wbat they had received, the 
<:arriage was brought to ihe door. The 
Countess entered, and the monlc, at che 
pressing instance of his benefactor, fol- 
lowed. Nothing, however, could pre- 
vail upon him to take the back seat. The 
rCodnt therefore, sat next töhis lady. 

Ämbrose, seeing the reverend father 
ascending into the vehicle, turned round 
to Philip, who had taken his Station on 
the box, and dryly remarked, that, "an- 
other pair of horses would soon be 
wanled." 

i Philip did not relish the sneer, which 
seeoied to be direeted as much against 
hiniself, as at the monk : however, ^ he 
kept his temper, anä coolly replied, 
.** Another postillion, at leasL" 

Ambrose gave a grin at this retort, 
which the expressiOn of Philip's counte- 
rnance rendered so manifest, as not possi- 
h\y to be misuhdcrstood ; but Avril bid- 



A ROMAT^CE. 53 

ding him lead on, he bestowed on h\s 
borses'sotne hearty cracks^ which he would 
rather have laid on the Shoulders bf ihe 
Veteran. 

The perpetually varying scenery, the 
beautiful expanse of water, the fresh- 
ness of the air, and the chearful counte- 
nances of the peasantry, now busily em- 
ployed in their vintage, offered to ti)e 
travellers abundant sources for conversa- 
tion. Tbe Äön was gehtly declining be. 
hind the western Alps, and the snowy 
head of mount Jura reflected a thousand 
brilliant hues^ as the clouds flitted under 
its lofty peak. The monk, was, however, 
at times absorbed in thoughl. 

At lenglh, after passing through the 
neat little towns pf Copet, Rolle, and 
Morges, they entered Lausanne, Stand- 
ing on a variety of small mounds, and 
comtnandlng the most extensive prospects. 
They iveie accomodated in a handsome 
style, at the Black Lion ; änd the monk. 
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sayin>g he had occasion to transact some 
business with tbe superior of a convent 
lituated on the verge of thd lake, retired. 
The Dominican, however, bent hh 
bieps towards ihe Scabies, where, seeing 
Avril^ he beckoned to him to go apart : 
he then asked him the name of the family 
to whom he feit himself under such anu 
important Obligation ? 

'' Le Brun." 

" From Langüedoc ?" 

Here Avril paused; fearing he migbt 
disclose what would prove injurious, ör^ 
at least, displeasing, to bis master; — but 
suddenly recollecting, that hesHation 
must prove suspicious, he answered, 
"Yes." ■ 

" Are you sure bis name is Le Brun ?" 

Avril was Startled at the question, but 
with promptness repeated the affirmative. 

" I never beheld such a resemblance ;■ * 
rejoined the nionk, Walking awayslowly, 

Avril, instantly asked, " Of whom ?" 
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'' Of the Count de St. Hilaire."— 
Sayiog tbis, he returned to the apartmenti 
^'bere he fouad the Count and Countess, 
waiting for him. He watched every rao- 
tion of the Count, and seemed tp scan bisr 
features with such earnestness, s^s attract* 
ed the notice of the Countess. 

The iQonk appeared to be d^p uv^ 
thought ; bis brows were knit, bi^ coun- 
tenance lowered, and be became, by 
degrees, quite a difFerent mati : at jengtb' 
ftddressing himself, with nauch eagerness, 
to the Count, be asked, " Do yoa know« 
the Count of St* Hilaire?" 

The Countess sunk back in-her- ehair ;; 
her. busbaad!s cheeks lost tbeir colour; bis 
eyes were r4vetted on the monk ; who, 
springing from bis seat, and striking bis 
palm upon bis forebead, with a tremulous 
and piteous groan, darted out of the 



rootn ! 
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It w^a some time ere the noble traveK 
leF3 could recover themselves sufiiciently. 
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to sutnmon Ayril, who seeing the disordcr 
of their countenances, was alarmedy and 
anxiously enquired tbe cause. 

The CouDt asked wbither tbe monk 
was gone ? 

Ayril had seen bim quit tbe inn 
with a burried pace, bis cowl tbrowji 
aver bis head, and bis garments compact-« 
ed^ as thougb to facilitate bi§ movements. 

He had vanisbecV; norcould he be any 
wbere found i 

The GouQt explained to bis faitbful 
' bldek wbat bad bappeci^d ; and was iii 
return informed of tbe conversation tbat- 
bad taken place in the yard adjoining tbe 
Stahles. Avril said he was about to com- 
munitate tbe circumstance, wheu seeing 
the fatber return imn^edialiely, and judg- 
ing ic would appear a «onfirmatiön of 
bis suspicioifis, if bis naaster were eallied 
from the apartment, be had judged it'mdfe 
proper to await tbe opportui)ity of find- 
ii^ him alöne, and tben to communitate: 
*he naonk's questioni. ^^ 
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^* He must be in tbe town/* said the 
Countess.'* 

Avril being told of tbe jnonk's pretext 
for Walking abroad, yvithoqt waiting for 
Instructions, took bis bat, and ran down 
to the convent. He knocked : a portcr 
opened the shutter of a grated wicket, 
and enquired bis business. 

It was explained, so far as was neces- 
sary töwards obtaining information ; but 
witbout tbe sroallest success.* 

In vain did. Avril describe tbe Domini- 

can : wbether from real, pr afFected igno- 

ranee^ tbe pprter maintained bis negative; 

-and, to avoid further importunity, closed 

the wicket. . 

Notbing could exceed tbe perplexity ' 
ihto wbich tbis stränge ihcident tbrew the 
party» Eacb'was lost in a thousand con«» 
jectures; but, witb such a trifling insight 
into tbe iöonk's bistory, it was inipossible 
to form any satisfactory cpnclusion, re- 
garding tbe oiotives for.his conduct 

J> 5 
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Allbough k was agreed by alt, that, 
tbe monk could not bave any design, such 
as migbt affect tbeir safely, yel, bis being 
in pessesslon of tbeir secret, gave tbem 
considerable uneasiness. They had in- 
formed bim of tbeir intention to proceed 
tö Constance by tbe way of Lucerne ; but 
had not stated wbetbec tbrougb Berne, or 
tbroughTbun. 

It was evident, that, if tbe monk medir 
tated tbeir ruin^ no precautioji, in regard 
ta tbe route, could be of tbe smallest 
avail : tbe Count's equipage was so noto»- 
riouS) that no great efFort could be re- 
quircd to trace bim with perfect exact- 
ness. An English coacb, a black coacb- 
man, and a man on tbe box, wbo.bad but 
one arm, were such distinctions as could 
not fail to identify the wbole gcoup* 

It is true, tbat, when tbe Count gave- 
Pbilip a new suit at Geneva, be bad di- 
rected Avril to point out tbe impropriety 
of giving ofTcnce to the prejudiced rabble, 
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by the display of any crnblem relating to 
the ci-devant costume of the French. 
troops. Philip was rather Imrt at the 
advice of Avril, that the white cockadc 
should be withdrawn ; nor would.he per- 
haps have complied therewith^ had henot 
understood it was the Count's particular 
desire. 

Phih'p looked several times at bis tbree-. 
cornered chapeau with evident to- 
kens of mortification, indeed of doubt ; 
but^ at last, gently rempving the ribbon 
from under the loop, and putting it be- 
tween the Aap and the crown, he satisfied 
bis conscience with still bearing the device 
on his head. 

Think not lightly, gentle reader, ofthe 

violence done to the veteran's feelings, 

nor of the manner in which he yielded to 

his protector's wishes ! It was a delicate 

point; not of vanity, but of gratitade. 

He feit, that his monarch had been al- 

ready degraded, and his generous heart 
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-bled for evöry dimuBitioti of Kis dig^^ 
nity. 

At Lausanne the CountV bounty en«- 
abled the veterän to make ^amends for^ 
vvbal be cöDsidered) a dereliction öf bia 
däty. He pprchased a neat m6tal snuff 
box, which bearirtg the image of bis be- 
loved sovereigQ, bad been discarded by w 
democratic cördonier, an^ lay ünbeeded 
ambng thie rübbish in a broker^s shop. 
* Philip bürnished it up carefully ; and, a3 
he put it into bis pocket, inwardly la^- 
mented, that, like the illustrious oi^i^na}^ 
it had experienced so müch ill usage,! 

They departed from Lausanne early 
the next morning, and, after travelling 
about five hours, reached Moudon; 
•where they were atnused, while ihev 
made a slight meal, by a pretty groupe of 
country girls, dancing to the notes of a 
ßmall instrument, resenibling a hurdy gurdy, 
played by an elderly woiftan, who appear-- 
ed to have some authoVity oVer tbeni. 

It was the mistress of a viUage school, 
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\fho, ia cansequence of ita being a holi- 
day, had' assembled her yoang pupils un- 
der a cluiÄpöf elms!; where, on a moesy 
levei, Üiß iittle fairies gave a Idose to agi- 
Iky atidto joy, . ••. 

' Thd seene affected ttie Count and bis 
lady ; fopgetting their more immediate 
cares, Ihey repaired to the spot, aad seat>- 
ing th€tnsölv€s on bundles of straw, at 
the foot of one of the'trees, passed an 
bour of perfect liappiness ; save that ailoy 
occa^iooed by the remembrance of their 
favoürite LePuy, where such recreatioa 
was di3«ly presenied to their view. 

Amona the Utile maidens, the Countess 
distinguished one whose appearance indi- 
cated a superiority of - understanding. 
She was about fifteen, remarkably well 
Yormed.; bercounteuancewasinild^ butex*- 
pressive : it appeared to be clouded with 
sorfow : sbe sat apart from tbe re^t. 

The Countess asked tbe matron ; who 
•5he was ? ; . ' 
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"Ah! poor thing," replied the dame, 

"shehas but this morning parted frooi; 

ihe onlv friend she bad in tbe world.". 

The girl turned aside her face, and^. 
with the corner of her mouchoir» wiped 
away that lear she would willingly haye 
suppressed« 

" Come, Paulina," said tbe dame,. 
" shake ofF this childi&b sorröw, and joi» 
your playmates/' 

Paulina stroye to repel her tears,^ 
but, 'tMas not a cbildish sorrow ; the foun* 
tain of sensibility supplied the stream* 

"Your friend will return," said th^ 
Countess. 

Paulina did not appear to cherish such 
a hope :'she remained in silent grief, her 
cheek resting on her band, and her elbow 
upon lier knee ; the otfaer band pressing 
the mouchoir to her cyes. 

The Countess asked the particulars qf 
Pauiina's Situation. 

"Madam/' said the scboolrmistres^ 
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" Paulina was brought hithcr, about ten 
years agö, by a brother of Uie boly order of 
St. Dominic. He has regularly paid me 
fifteen louis yearly for lier maintenance 
and education; and ever since sbe has 
been wiih me, always acknowledged heir 
to be Iws daughter.- 

Tbl» morning early he called at the school; 
and, taking her aside» wept over her, as if in 
bitter anguish. He told her she had been 
deceived as to her parents ; that he was not 
her father ; that she would never see him 
agahi; but, that a very near relation. 
should be apprised of her Situation ; ivhen^ 
as he was a man of rank and fortune^ and 
of the most amiable qualities, she would, 
no doubt, be acknowledged and received 
into bis family.** 

The Count's curiosity was highly raised : 
he req Liested the good woman to describo 
the Dominican. Her ans wer convinced 
the Count it was their late guest. 

A number of conjectures arose in the 

■ 

minds of the Count and bis lady : they 
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were, however, left in all the anxiety of 
fiuspense, by not being able to gain the 
sligbfest intelligence^ as to the inonk's 
residence. ^ 

The early hour at whicb he had been ta 
see Paulina, clearly established^ that the 
Dominican must have travelied by night ;^ 
and, as it was reasonable tö conclude, that 
so long a journey on foot must have fa- 
tigued bim greatly, the Count eotertaiued 
ihe faope of being äble to overt&ke bim. ^ 

A doiibt arose as to the reute he had 
taken : the scbool-niistress solved it; by 
stating; that she had seen him lurn down 
the lane to the right, whicb led to Thun. 

** But," added she, **there are somatiy 
* by^paths over the hüls, and the vineyards 
are so numeröus, that, I feaip you will 
iBcarcely fall in with him if you keep the 
carriage road ; whicb is, at least, seven 
miles more circuitous than over the hüls.'* 

The Coontess took Paulina with her to 
the inn : the Count foUowed slowly at t 
little distance, ,his anns foided^ and hit 
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cane dangling frotii bis wrist. He \i^as 
met by Avril :-— " Got letter for massa." 
' Tbe Count was amazed !— -be read as 
follows. 

" Mt Loai>." 

'' It is of tbe utmost importance tp your 
fatnily, tbat you leave your address at tbe 
post-office at Constance.'* 

Tbe letter was directed, **to Monsieur 
Le Brun." It was found on tbe table in tbe 
rbom wbere tbey bad taken refresbment, 

¥ » ' 

and nobody knew bow it came tbere. 

• Patilrna, oviercome by tbte Countess's kind 
dcportment, bad partly resutned ber sere- 

• • • ^ 

nity. Herlovely blue eyes wandered over 
ihe Couritess's drefes and figure ; but wben 
sbe turned lo view tbe Count as be enter- 
ed tbe room witb tbe letter in bis band,^ 
she atarted with surprise. 

**Good Heavens !" exclaimed tbeinno- 
cfent girl, as she feil senseless intp tbe 
Countess's arms. 
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Avril ran for water ; tbe school-mislress. 
hearing the confusion occasioned by the 
accident, threw down her inslrument, to 
the sound of which her pupils were agaiir* 
in niolion, and, as quickly as her aged 
limbs would bear her, repaired to the 
scene of perplexity. 

Seeing her favourite in a swoou, she was 
nearly franlic ; and was with difficulty pre-> 
vented from ihe attempt to bear Paulina 
away in her arms. ^ 

The amiable girl, as she recovered, faintly. 
testified the grateful sense she entertained;. 
of the liindness of the matron, wha wept 
for joy at her restoration ;. but looking. 
wildly, as if in search of some favourite 
object, she appeared disappointed, on 
s/reing none iiear her except the Countess , 
and her aged tatoress. 

The County hearing her speak, re^nter» 
ed the apartment ; when Paulina, raising 
herseif from the sofa, oh which she had. 
been laid,, and holding oui her ai'oas. to^. 
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cmbrace hina, joyfully exclaimcd— " My 
Father!" 

The Countess turned pale, aod> with*. 
drawing into an adjoining closet^ sat 
dowa ; her mind distracted by the extraor- 
dinary occurrence sbe had just witnessed. 

The old lady was overjoyed at the idea 
of having found Paulina s parent ; while 
the Count's features indicated the State 
of his tliougbts. 

As Paulina embraced tbe Count^, 
%vbo was- almost insensible of what sbe 
was doing^ hia lady saw^ by the reflection^ 
of a pier glass, all that pas^ed in the 
roofn she had quitted. He kissed the: 
eheek oC* tho, lovely girl, wbo held him to 
her wiih all the energy of filial enthusiasm«. 

" Holy father !" exclaimed the old. 
woman, *'was any thing ever so lucky ?** 
''Ah ! nf)y dear child, ye are as like as two- 
needles." 

The Countess anxiously compared theii? 
countenances : the obvious resetnblanco« 
gav.e her a secret pang. 
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'^ Poor girl," said the Count, " she 
should betaken care of :" for he concluded 
ahe had become deranged m consequence 
of the Strange declaration made by the 
mpnk that morning. 

Arnbrose came to enquire whether the 
horses were to be put to, as it, was 
gatting late. The Count was unsettted j 
he referred Ambrose to the Countess ; 
who shut the door of the closet as 
she saw Mm approaching« Ambrose 
stared f the> Cöunt was surprised, and 
angrily told him to go about bis business. 

" My master is > certainly crazed ;'' 
thought the postillion« 

The Countess recollecting, that the 
letter which Avril had delivered . to her 
hu&batid» was laying upon the table, im- 
medfately left the closet, and took it to 
the window : she read it; but, in iieu oi^ 
finding any clue to the labyrinth of won- 
ders, she was more compietely bewildered, 
änd,' not beiiig of a dispositiön to remain 
long in suspense, sarcastically told the 
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Count, that, no doubt he could explain 
the mystery. 

" Itideed^ my dear, I cannot : yoü 
IcDOw as much of the matter as I do." 

"Pray do not stand upon ceremony, 
my lord ; but if the girl is yours, say so ?'' 

*' I pledgemy word,. Madame Le Brun,'* 
Said the Count, significantly correctmgthe 
lapse, " she is not my daughter." 

The unhappy girl seized bis band, and 
bathing it with her tears, wistfijly ex- 
claimed — ** Does then my dear father re- 
ject me !" 

From the most extravagant joy, she 
became dejected to an extreme ; nor did 
the school-mistr^ss's passions undergo less 
<:hange. She supported Paulina in her 
arms ; and, by various expressions of grief, 
and of aifection, exhibited the intereat 
she feit in her welfarer 

After a general silence, the Count, 
having recovered bis usual deliberation 
and coolness, addressed himself to bis 
lady. 
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" I cannot deny that the very extraor * 
dinary incident which has justtaken place, 
might shak« the belief of persons unac- 
quainted with my conduct and with my 
piinciples. It presents an enigma, of 
which the Solution appears extremely dif* 
ficult; yet I foresee, that time will af- 
for US the explanation. 

'^I feel myself bound to salisfy you, 
madani, that this unfortunate young lady 
is not ray daughter ; and nothing shall 
be omitted on my part which may conduc« 
to that effect," 

^* Paulina, you have not found your 
father, but a firm friend : though the 
man who bitherto was considered as your 
parent, has, for reasons known only to 
himselfi thought proper to annul . that 
Claim, you shall not be thrdwn destitute 
on the World. Business of importance de- 

m 

mands my attendance at Vienna ; but no 
time shall be lost in removing the painful 
suspense you now experience." 

The Count gave bis feigned address to 
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the matron ; who, on bis requiring to bc 
infonned of her name, told him she was 
baptized by the name of Estella ; that her 
maiden riarne was Augereau, and that 
shß was the widow of Claude Mascanier, 
late Clerk of the parish of Moudon. 

" Then," said the Count, "have the 
göodness to give tne an acfcnowledgraent 
for these fifteen louis, which I pay you ia 
advance^for the maintenance and instruc-^ 
lion pf Paulioa— who shall I sayf 

*' Paulina St. Hilaire !" aoswered the 
dame. 

The Count blushed, and was confound- 

ed ; the Cöuntess bit her Ups, and gave 

bim a look which tortured his very soul :— 

' *' Ithink, Mr. Le Brun, wehad better 

Order the carriage." 

*^ As you please, my dear." 
It would have given the Count great plea- 
sure to have remained for that night at the 
inn ; where he thoughi it possible, by pro- 
per enqulrieS; to gain sotne insight into ihis 



72 THE DOMINIiCAN : 

very remar kable occurr^oce. He was ut-> 
terly at loss how to apply tbe Bame of tbe 
atniable object ; for being conscious that 
she could not be bis offspring, tbe inore 
he considered^ the niore he was amazed. 

Avril> announcing that the Countess 
had seated herseif in the coach, rendered 
it necessary for the Count to take leave of 
the fair Paulina, ^nd her kind protectress. 
The former, with an energy that fiiUy ex- 
pressed her feeüngs, her pallid cheeks be- 
dewed with tears, rose from her seat, and 
throwhag her ^rms around bis neck, kissed 
higi ä thoüsand tixnes. 

Her trembling lips could scarcely give 
vent to the faultering accent, as, with an 
earnest and affectionate look, she " trust- 
ed he would not forget bis Paulina P 

The Count's assurances were short ,"— 
they were pathetic ; — tbey werö sincere ! 

The scbooUmistress taking Paulina to tbe 
sofa, tnade her recline upqn c^coshion 
white her eyes glisteniqg through the wa- 
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lüiotantFy c^eyecT Kis llacfyV rep^^tiäS 

'' Ayrii, be secret as to what has fiitiii^ 
Ät Moudorf !*' 

The faithful negrd bowed obedience : 
bis tender heart was moved by thb afll^ct« 
ing scene. 

They followed the rba!d to Thuii ; the 
Count highly impatient 'to overtake the 
Dominican» if possible ; though but little 
hope could be encouraged of obtaining 
intelligence from a man^ whö had shewhf 
such a determination to avoid all personal 
intercourse. 

Avril had directions to keep a sharp 
look OQty and to give instant notice to the 
Count, if the Dominican should be seeti 
from the coach-box. 

"You may save them the trouble of 
attendihg to that point/' said the Countes$. 
Whatever the motive may be- that 
impels him to the cautioui» deportnient he 

vox. I. £ 
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'haS' adopted,, be assured it is of sufficient 
•mportaoce, eitbertohis welfare, or to bis 
liappiness, to urge bis cunning to the 
utnaost. • . 

"Besides, what can you expect but 
-disappointuientj jour carriage cannot 
inove so secretly, asuot to be heard, or 
seen, by the Dominican ; to whomthese 
hüls, covered \vith herbage, and the ex- 
tensive pl^ntations of the.vine, ofFer th^ 
ready means of -concealment. 

*' Satisfy yourself with the directions 
contained in the inysterious notice left at 
the inn ; and, in ihe mean while, cease 
to^ disturb your peace of mind, as you 
novv do, with »the various, and endless, 
isurnüses vvhich fancy has conjured up to 
your view." 

" You reason well, niy dear," said 
the Count, in reply ; *' but forget, that 
your own extravagant suspicions have 
jriven birth to that solicitude you so deli- 
:berately censure. Is it possible for a maa 






siluated as I have been for this whole day, 
and especially after the occurrenees of the 
last evening, to suspend curiosity with 
such stoic calmness as you recommend ?** 

" True, I can make some allowance for 
this accidental meeting with your"— 

The Count put his band on her ups ; 
she feit ofFended, and remained silent 
during the restof thatday's journey. 

Nothing was seen of the Doininican. 
The party arri^ed late in the evening at 
Corbiers ; the Count nearly distracted 
with the combination of stränge evetits ; 
the Countess conipletely out of humour 
and oppressed by a nervous head-ache; 
Avhile those on the box were greatly disap- 
pointed, at not being able to give any 
intelligence on the subject of their en-^ 
joined vigilance. 

When ihe carriage stopt ät the inn, the 
Count, with his usual politeness, oiFered, 
to band his lady out of ihe coach : she 
declined his assiätance ; but, resting on 

E 2 
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Pfa&Iipy who bad opened the dbor, cdled 
fbr the fille de ehaoibre. 

Being shäwn up to an elegant Chamber^ 
?sbe ordered c<^e to be broughc to^ her. 

" Et pour Mansieur aussi ? 

The Countess made no reply, and 
'Sylvia tripped down stairs to entertain 
Jean^ PhilHs, Antoirte, Gregoire, Lisette, 
and the \/»^dle tribe of menials, with the 
suUen depertuaent of the lady, who want- 
ed cofFee in her bed-room. 

On entering. the apartment designed for 
the reception lof genteel travellers, the 
Count was attended by the maitre d'hotel, 
who was as highly pleased with the ap- 
pearance and n^anners of his guest, as 
the fille de chambre had been amused with 
the reverse in the Countess, 

The innkeeper laid a Paris gazette on 
the table: the Count cast his eyes over 
the newSy and, among a long list of 
proscribed emigrants, saw himself public* 
ly denounced 
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Fle\sighed beavily^ but the cofFee being 
iatroduced by the imi'keeper^ be asked if 
any traveller, habited a& a Dotninican^ . had 

passed tbat way ? 

" A muleteer of the town, who had re- 
tümed frotn ^oudon, bad^ at the request 
of an elderly religieuse, brought hira oa 
one of bis beasts ; but the traveller bad' 
gone forward in great haste/' 

Avril was sent to enquire at the .barrier 
whiqh way the Qooiinkan had gone ? 

/* He had taken tlie road to Thun,. 
about half an hour before." 

Tfae docnestic's eye brightened as bis 
ear received the rcport ; he basteued 
home, and, without speaking a word to 
bis master, took a horse, and gallopped 
after the monk. 

Avril proceeded near three niiles before 
he overtook him ; when, as the monk sidled 
to the edge of the road, to avoid being 
trod upon by the horse, bis eye lighted 
upon the face of bis pursuer, on which the 

E 3 



78 THE DOMINICAN r 

moon darted her beams through a small 
interval in the rocky hills, thatlay close 
behind the Dominican's back. 

Avril, seeing him turn to hide among the 
crags, called ; but to no purpose, , His 
well knowp voiee slimulate4 the monk to 
greater speed. 

In>patient at the vexatious evasion, 
Avril turned to follow ; and smartly urging 
the horse among the rugged raasses, came 
suddenly to the ground. 

He häd aheady passed the monk ; wha 
was hidden behind ihe body of a decay- 
ed oak, Seeing Avril fall, and unable to 
rise, he ran to his aid. 

The poor fellovv was senseless ; the 
monk took him back to ihe road side, and 
went in search of water, but without 
success. 

At length a carriage appcared ; it was. 
going to Corbiers: Avril was put in, and 
the po*>t boy led back the horse. 

** Do you know who he is ? 
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The monk was gone ! 

The lad receiving no answer, thought the 
dfevil was concerned in the business, and 
Crossing himself without delay, drove with 
all speed, his luouth fultof aves and credos, 
to the very inawherie the Count had put up. 

TTie hüstle occasioned by the ariival of 
the ehaise, altracted a crowd ^'ithin the 
ihn-yard. Philip soon recognized ' his 
honest comrade; and aided by Ambrose 
c.onveyed him to bed, still senseless. The 
Count was extremely Concerned, and in- 
stantly sent for assistance. . 

The surgeon appeared, and, having bled 
his patient copiously, proceeded to ex* 
amine the bruises on Avril's head : they. 
were fortunately not dangerouis. He ad- 
ininistered suitable medicines, and directed 
perfect quiet and silence lo be observed. 

Philip underiook to enforce bolh, and 
remained all night at the bed-side. Am* 
brose, as usual, went to examine the 
Itirder; and having ate and drank as much 

e4 
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as bis "capacious s,tomach wpuld accept^ 
went to sleep, happy in the probability of 
being enabled, thraugh,the suflerings of 
bis fellow-servant, to indulge ia a gpod 
long nap the next morning« 

The Count was dißtressied beyond roea- 
jsure. He was unable to guess bow bis.do- 
raestic bad received the hurt. |t was im« 
po3sible fdr bim to anticipate the ex plana* 
tion Avril would give of bis setting off as^ 
be bad done ; but when bß Jieard thp 
ßlory related by the post-boy, be yvas still 
more at a loss^ nQX coyld he (Qvm Ibe 
smallest conjecture, at ß.U siupported by 
reason. He bowever gave AvTÜ ci^^diJ fy^ 
the best intentions. 

What with those belonging to tlie inn, 
and those who came to it from cvdosity^ 
the post-boy had an ample audiepce; nor 
did he spare in the detail of th^t whicb 
fear, superstition, and .a natui"al prompt- 
ness towards the marvellous, had pul into 
bis head. His auditors caine vvithopen eyes^ 
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open ears, and open moutfas ; be rendered 
the picture more complete, by causing their 
hair to stand an end. ^ 

Now it bappened, that ä Savoyard was 
exhibiting the Court of Victor Amadeus, 
together with a Review of the Garrison of 
Turin, at the low rate of three mare- 
Tadis per head-^'twas a cheap polI-*tax/ 
and all the Iown thronged to see bis show ; 
90 that not a soul had obaerved Avril wben 
be took the horse from the stabla It was 
that of the Gount's, which was usually 
rode by Ambrose : the son of the whip 
had, thercfore, nobody to correct his 
errors, or contradict bis fictions. 

He told^ the multitude, that^ as he was 
returning from \he half-way house ön the 
road to Thun, where he had bee» dis- 
charged by a German offleer, he was met, 
about ten miles froip Corbiers, by aper-« 
son, mouhted on the liorse in question, 
who desircd bim to stop ; that, on his doing ^ 
so, the stranger dismounted, and gave buA. 

E 5 
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the borse to hold ; that, after delivering 
the borse, be instantly began to spin round 
on one beel, bis eyes and nose gusbing 
blue and red flames, until be was all one 
blaze ; tbat be tbrew sometbing into tbe 
cbaise, and uttering a borrid scream^ 
sprang over tbe borses into tbe air. Tbe 
aninials, be said, töok frigbt ät tbis last 
feat, and ran off at speed ; nor was be 
able to cbeck tbem until he arrived at tbe 
town gate. 

All wbo left the inn mistook every ob- 
jectfor a devil ; andthose wbostaid there 
would not venture near tbe unlucky borse; 
against tbe retaining of which Ambrose 
made some very judicious remarks to tbe 
Count. 

Finding bis lady did not come down 
stairs, tbe Count seated Himself xo a petit 
soupe7\ bis mind entirely occupied and 
cfißcömposed by the misfortune iriaicb bad 
befallen hisdomestic. He was musingoa 
the necessity for remaining. at th/e inn>» tili 
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Avril should bc able lo travel, the waiter 
Standing behind bis chair, wben a tap at 
the door of the apartment summoned the 
lacquey. 

It was ihe chambef-maid, whispering to 
Antoine, that the lady had retired to rest, 
and requiring the gentteaian's Orders. 

" I have no particular Orders to give ; 
but I trusi the sheets are well aired." 
' " j4 ssuremen f'—answered the fille de 
, chambre ; " but, as the lady cannot be* 
spoken to/ perhiaps Monsieur will be 
so good as to glve directions about bis 
Chamber/' 

'* Monsieur häs already told you he has 
no Orders to give." 

The Count hearing the whisperings con- 
tinue, enquired what was the matter? 

" Rieft de toutj'' answered Antoine, 
attempling to shut the door. 

Sylvie.was not, however, to be so easily 
repulsed : shie made her way good, and . 
entering the room, with a light in her hahd,\ 

E 6 



84! TH£ DOmNiCijkN : 

advanc6id towards the Count ^ Jjer hea^^t^- 
ful blaci: eyes^ itrnied with a tbonsaDcl 
^arts, the ^ow of yputhful health od her 
cheeks^ a smile that would bave v^ßfißet^ 
^D ^ncborite, (er at le^st # mpnkj ) ber 
pearl-like teetb, Riounting ^ foripi4^bh; 
batlery, over a lip tbm bunrfblie^ tbe ruhy^ 
and a tout ensen^ble tb^( ^eax^d t^ me- 
nace every beholder. 

" Perhaps Monsiieur wpuld prefer a 
Chamber lo bims^elf f*' 

" No," answered tjie Cpunt ; " I>lwaya 
.sleep wiih Madame." 

^^ JBdi Madame is asleep — ellß ne se 
sßucit pas /'• 

Tbe Cpunt was not insensible ^o either 
tbe provocation or the provoc^tiye ; bot 
bis thougbts were wbolly atetraqte4 froi^ 
tbe tbeme on wbich Sylvle bad ad.dressed 
him. 

She tberefore left ihe room; A^toine 
smiling significantly as she passed. 

" Ce9t un bAtCy^^ said Sylvie, ^s she 
banged the door aft^r her« 



bair, whicb pwlßd ioosely over hii^ for^«- 
head, waj^ of a ligbt bröwp^ hi3 eyes conii- 
re^pond^d^ be^ng pf a rieb grey^ pecüliarly 
iinii^^ied and pfn^tr^ting; kh form was 
correctly symmetrical ; be was rather (all, 
well foaturadi and ooig)^t reckon about 
foxty yeara. 

Tbe Countesa was mearly of hi3 age, of t^ 
good fbripi and not wanting in beauty ; yet 
therß wa3 a certajn sooiething^ tbat ren- 
dared ber by no'means sq prepossessing as 
b^r bqaband. She adored hiu) ; bat owing . 
to an unbappy tendency tpwards jealouayi 
ber captiousness had'fire^uently caused hini 
great unea^inesa. On such pqcasions, be 
ät lengtb foynd jt waa inoat prud^nt to 
l^ave ber to beraelf; wl)^n, her fbndnes3 
rising sgp^rior to her ßuspiqipos/ ßb? gra- 
dually Qvercatpe them« Bß^ o^tlowed bfr 
€iTpr% to die away, 

Tbe present cav^se pf peti^lance^ how^^ßr^ . 
wa« in bpr mind ap HOP%?fk>«wblfiii'tljft|r|be 
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was seriously afFected, and eventhe Gount^ 
had some doubts as to its Operations : not 
that he consider^d the occasion for dis- 
quietude to beeslablished, though appear-^ 
ances were certainly far from being in bis 
favour. 

This noble cx)upl6 had been married: 
about nine years, but had no children ; a. 
circumstance they often lamented. TheV 
Countimputed'it to a very sudden and vio- 
lent complaint, with which he had been 
seized abotit a year before bis wecWing, and 
frotn which nothing but the fortunate ar* 
rival of a skilful pliysician could have re- 
lieved him. 

Though the doctor had never precisely 
avowed bis opinion on that occasion, yet, 
from the various questions he put" to the* 
Count, regarding any person \vith whom 
he might' be at enmity, it was evident the 
former suspected the distemper to- have 
be^n ihduced by sinister meahs. 
"^^iilW^möitef* was riever explained ; and 
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the Count, whose generöus disposition re* 
volted at the idea of imputing^ that to 
olhers, of which he himself could nevef 
be capable, was anxious that nothing 
should be expressed^ which might induce to 
suspicion. 

Although the cause of the infirmity was 
not investigated, nor doubted, its efFects 
occasioned much vexation* to both the 
Count and his lady ; they böth wished to 
have children, the latter in particuiar. 

In the morning, Philip came to aiFord his 
master the pleasing intelligence, that Avril 
was considerably better, but, owing to the 
violence of a bruise on his jaw-bone, could 
scarcelj^ articulate ; he had passed a toler- 
able night, and had made signs for a bason 
of tea. 

Happy as this informalion made the 
Count, yet he was not satisfied unjtil hä 
had visited the poör^ fellow, iwUo steiw^ak 
to bö quite overcome by his ömsl^^i^ferlcindJ 
ness add coh^^ceni^n': Jie 'Hi&lde->ki^»ia0 
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«igns a8 tQ how tbe mischance bad be&llen' 
him, but in. suchi. a stränge manner, and 
v4{b so much agitation, tbat nothing could 
be coliected from the atiempt» 

The Count judged it better to await the 
arrival o£ tbe surgeon, who was a modesl^^ 
»ttentlve person : thii»^ added to the total, 
absence of grimace, and of pretended 
dangersy coucbed under technical terms, 
gave birth to a good opinion of bis skills 
which was amply supported by the speedy 
eure he performed. . 

On examination, it appeared ; that two 
of the roost backward grinders had been 
violently wrenched, and required imme- 
diäte extraction. The Operation was per« 
formed in the most abie manner ; when 
Avril, finding himself, as it were by magic^ 
restored to the use of bis tongue, would 
bave proceeded in a long narration of bis ^ 
adventure, hs^d not the doctor insisted on 
hift fOrbearißg from speech, and reeom- 
aaesided (bat ha ahauid keep bis jaw com* 
pleteiy at rest for a day or two. 



X EOMANCE. *9r 

It heiDjg Suttday, th© Count proposed ta 
bis lady, that they should go to churcb^ 

*' Sbe was <too mucb Indisposed to quit 
her charnbtjr f" 

Ambrose baviog cleaned ;Etnd fed bia 
borses, fbUowed tbe Count to tbe Roman 
Catbolic cbapel. 

AiQOng tbe sacred cbaracters aiding 
in tbe celebratiom of a massy tlie Counit 
perceived a priest, wbose • face was per- 
iactly familiär to bim ; but it was in vain 
ht essayed to call to mind wben^ or wbere^ 
he bad seen bim. 

Towards tbe conclusiop of tbe service 
^ silver plate was banded about, by this 
sajne per^on, fc^ tbe purpos^e of receiving 
coptributiops towards tbe ^efwiirsof th-^ 
church. Tbe priest, in tba^ respectf^al 
and becoming manner, vchicb sets tbe dor 
jDor at ease, by the .«iberiy of proportionr 
ing the gift to bis circumstances, stu- 
diously ^voided looking towards tbe plate j 
which he raised above his Shoulder, wbilie^ 
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his eyes were humbly inclined towards the^ 
pavement. 

The priest passed on : the Cöunt was^ 
confirmed in his opinion, but remained. 
under thc saine uncertainty. 

As the congregation quitted the church, 
the Courit took a Station in which he could 
not fail of being observed by the priest, 
whenever he should quit the porch. He 
did not wait long, but, in a few minutesj 
had the pleasure öf embracing the man by 
whom he had been baptised ; and who, for 
mäny years, had been confcssor to the 
Gount's progenitor. 

Father Gregoire was a man of the first 
talents ; his education had been extensive^ 
and directed by a parent who was celebra- 
ted for the excellence, as wdl as the elo- 
quenceof his writings. He intended thisson 
for the bar ; in which 4,here could have been : 
no doubt of his rapid rise, owing to exten- 
sive connexions among the mo3t splendid: 
characters that crnamented the court of^ 
Louis tlie fifieenlh. 
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Unhappily, ihe father and ihe son dif- 
fered inater,ially, regarding some political 
points; and the latter was disinherited, in 
favour of his next brother, who had the 
wit to chime in witli all hrs parents' die- 
tates, and thus obtained the highest mili- 
tary prefermenis : Gregoire entered into 
holy Orders* 

In the family of the Gönnt's father, thQ 
priest had passed many happy years, es* 
teemed and beloved j nor did he evince 
less regard and affecliön towards his pa- 
tron ; oVer whose remains he had sorrow^ 
fully performed the last Offices/ ' 

At that time, the present Count was 
making the tour of Italy ; but he wrote^, 
so soon as informed by Father Gregoire of 
the mournful event, requesting his conti- 
nuance in the family, and assuring him of 
his wärmest attachment. 

Frederick St. Hilaire was then- at Le 
Puy, and conducted himself in such an 
uabecoming manner towards his Jäte fa*^ 
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ther!s coDfessor, as to induce ibe gpod 
man to acceipt tbe siluatian af almoner^. 
IB wbich the Count theo found him. 

Father Gregoir«, in bis answer to tbe 
Count'3 J^iad letter, pkaded ill bealtb, aad' 
tbe necessity for a change of air ; cbarita- 
bly avoiding every cir^umstance tbat could 
possibly tend to set tbe two brotbers at 
variance oo bi5 account : be soon left Le 
Fuy, tbougb not wJtbout infinite emotion» 
QU bis own part^ and sincerely r^retted; 
]>y aU who bad witnessed tbe purity of bia 
principlesi or experienced bis anostenta* 
tious kihdness, 

Tbe Couoi conducted bis old preceptor 
to tbe inn, tbere to enjoy tbe pleasure of 
mutual comniUBication. . Among otber 
questions, tbe priest asked,. ^' Wben he bad 
seen bis brotber^ tbe Cbevalier Frederic ?'' 

**Not for many years," answered tbe 
Count :. '* be drew on me for four hundred 
louis, wben lie was a prisoner in England, 
du ring the last war, whicb I honoured | 



since^that lie has never so mncli ss wrrttenr 



to me.'' 



The priest looked gravei— 

** Perhaps it is all for the best.^— - 

** I bope so," Said the Göuai ; " but; 

father, you seem to have seine meaning». 

if I may judge by the expression of your 



countenance ?** 



i< 



My Observation was a general one t 
•it might have saited a tbousand ocxasions." 

The priest shook bis head, and sighed ! 

" Does he know of your reireat from- 
France, and whither you are going?'* 

" I catinot possibly suppose he does,'* 
answered the Counjt; "but I wish to my 
•so«l he did !'* 

The ()riest again shook bis head, and 
again he isighed ] 

** Father,^^xclaimed the Count, " 1 
entreat you to explain these mysterious 
sighs ! I conjure you by that virtue which 
rendered you the bosom friend of my late 
honoured parent, I conjure you by his 
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blessed memory, to tbrow aside tbisrcruel 
reserve, and to disclose thät secret which 
seems to burn within you — ^say — Fatber^'— 

" About ten years ago I sent you a let- 
ter, by tbe bands of a man wbo foF inany 
years was your Steward — " 

" What ! by Emanuel Fourcbe r" — 

"The same :-— you got that letter, no 
doubt?" 

" Never, Fitber ; tbe poor fellow was 
assassinated, just as be had entered my 
domains, on bis return from visiling a 
sister, wbo, I understand, reiired into 
tbe convent of St. Gal, in consequcnce of 
tbe remorse she feit at having commitled an 
indiscretion witb a young man, whose 
name I never cbuld learn." 

The priest was amazed — ** Murdered !" 

" Even so; bis property was not touch- 
ed ; whence it was obvious that was not 
tbe object of tbe villain wbo stabbed him." 

Father Gregoire traversed tbe room in 
great disorder; at length be seized ihe 
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Coun4;*s haDd, and clasping it energeti'''. 
cally, exclaimed— " Yet *iiiy friend sur- 
Vivcs!" 

After a pause, during wßrch tbe Count 
was in amaze^ the priest seated himself, 
and wiping his eyes, which the flow of 
exultation had moistened, he proceeded, 

** Emanuel, when returning from St/ 
Gal, came to pur chapel, and denmnded 
to spea4c witb me. I was happy to see 
him ; for I alvvays * thought him to be 
modest, virtuous, and amiable. After a 
few common-place questions, he request- 
ed me to lead him to- ou/ confessional. 
I did so ; when, to my utter surprise, he 
declared, that liis ovvn sister had been 
tarapered with, by her seducer, to procure 
yourdestruction." 

The Count started !— 

*'She would never disclose by whom 
she was urged, but took the surest means 
of prevailing on Emanuel to visit her ; by 
sending him word she was labouring under 
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« consumptioQ, amd could not long- Mt-« 
viye his arrival.'* 

** Emanuel bastily obeyedthe sumnioASi 
BDd was rejoited to see his sbter in 
liealth : ^e was oppressed by the reffec^ 
tion of ibat crime to which she rq>eateicll]r 
had been urgedj by her hasband !-*-nay 
more, by her falher loo !" 

" Emanuel would havo written to 'you, 
but she cautioned him against su6h a 
mode of communication ; advising him to 
Y]uit St. Gal without delay, and to pepair 
to Corbiers for the purpose of consuliing 
me. Isaw his dangen, and enjoinsd him 
to be cautious as to the route heshould 
foUow on his return to Le Puy. He left 
me with the intent to proceed by the way 
of St. Claude and Montbrison/* 

" Gracious God !" exclaimed the 
Count^ — " but wbat became of his sister ? 

"I know not; but, from her silence, 
no doubt she is in heaven !'' 

The Count sat some time in thoughtful 
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silence, from which he was aroused by the 
entrance of the Countess; who, having 
heard that a religieuse was in the apart- 
ment with her lord, and conjecturing it to 
be the Dominican, was induced, by the 
bope of tracing the events of the preced- 
ing day to their source, to honour the 
party with her presence. 

As she entered the rooni, she looked 
earnestly at Father Gregoire ; who, in a 
respectfal manner, expressed the pleasure 
he feit in seeing her able to come down to 
<Jinner. Though disappointed as ta the 
niain object, she feit so much attraction 
from the open and interfesting courtte*- 
nance of their visitor, that she gradually 
dispelled that gtoom, which at iirst wai 
conspicuous, and became familiär as 
usual with her lofd. 

The priest asked the Coünt, whether 
he was certain, that Frederic St. Hilaire 
had not been at St. Puy for so niany 
years, as he had, at first, intimated ? 

VOL. i. n 
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The Count took a while to consider 

« 

tbe qtiestioiu 

"Did you hever hear of jour brotber 
having been at Moulines ?" 

"Yoü arie right, Father; about the 
time that I recovered from my sudden 
imd unaccountable illness 



- ^v 



^vHow long was that ago?" said tbe 
priest^ interrupting bim with quicknessj 
bis eye anticipating tbe Count's reply. 

** It was-a Short time after poor Emamiel 
was deströyed." 

" Proceed, I beseech you," said Father 
Gregoire. 

" There was a report, tbat my brotber 
was Seen at Moulines ; and, now you call 
the subject to my memory, I perfectly r^* 
collect, that it was furiher fumoured be 
was suddenly ordered to join bis corps, 
wbich then embarked for America, to 
serve under Fayeite: I was in bopes 
sbe was so (&y on bis way to visit 
ine: however, he never wrote me, eitber 
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ijt ihal inten tioti, ör of bis disappoint- 
tnent. — But wbat can that bave to do 
with tbe death of nay Steward r" 

**That I d9 not preiend to affirm— • 
but— ^' 

^^But wbat?"— 

**Itwas very stränge tbat be was at 
Moulines; tbat be never wrote; tbat yoor 
sievrard was assassinated ; tbat you was,ta« 
ken ill, as yöu describe ; and, tbat tbere 
^sbould bave been a iti^sign to destroy you ; 
n{\ at one moment !" , 

** You suspect «ly brotber ?** 

^'No, son; I will not absolutelyaccuse 
him; ß\en tbus indirectly: it would il^ 
become one of my babit to judge so 
hwfibly, wbere tbere are sucb close ties 
botb of consahguinity, and of fraternal 
bounty^ but, considering alltbese points, 
as absiracted from sucb ties, I must con* 
feas circumstances would bias me, to be 
somewbat caudous in all my intercourse 
witb a man^ wbo could bave the beart to-^ 

f8 
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The priest checked» himself suddenly. 
( The Count'scuriosity was heightened, and 
he enjoined bis reverend preceptor to 
explain. 

It was in vain : the good falher had 
imposed on himself a vow to conceal the 
cause of hi& retirement from Le Puy. The 
warmth of gratrtude for the kfndness he 
had experienced from the Count's falher, 
and the sincere afFection he. entertained 
for his worthy son, had nearly dissolved 
the self-injunction, when the priest recol- 
lected he avqs on the brink of revealmeptj 

" Ydu seem to have been severely hurt 
on your förchead, Father r" ^ , 

*' Yes, son : — it was an accident." 

The Coantess had never seen Father 
Gregoire, nor the Chevalier de St. Hilaire, 
therefore could not judge, olherwise than 
from appearanccs, as, to the criuiinal 
desi^n the former had, thus obliquely, 
laid to the charge of her brother-in-la\v. 
.She was, however, interested deeply for 
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the safely of her lord, and eagerly eii- 
quired, how long it was since the supposed 
plot was discovered? 

^* It was before our marriage, my dear," 
Findiöjj it was no recent matter, 
and considering it as, perhaps, only an 
imaginary danger, to which the Count 
and the priest gave such importance, she 
feit no further uneasiness, but with a 
sniile observed, 

" Then we are now tormenting our- 
selves with the. shadovv of former appre- 
hensionsp" 

The Count seemed to be of the saa>e 
opinion : Father Gregoire did not trea^ 
the subject with thesame levity. 

The presence of the servants, during 
dinner-tirae, prevented the progress of a 
conversation pregnant wiih interest. 

The repast being finished, the Count 
proposed a walk ; but the Cuuntess pre« 
ferred remaining within, on account of 
the excessive heat. The priest enquired 

f3 
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concerning tlie old Count's feithful Afn- 

can ; which occasioned ihe Countess lo 

ask^ what prevented ihe attendance of 
Avril ? 

She was informed he was ill; but, 
thinking it prudent not to mention tbe 
^bsord Story tben in ciroulation, regarding 
tbe devil and the borse^ tbe Count bare* 
Jy observed, tbat Avril bad met wiib a 
filight äccident, but tbat be was fast 
recovering. 

The priest was eager to see bim, and 
requested permission to go tathe poorfet-. 
Jow*s Chamber. Walking, for tbat pctii \ 
pose, witb tbe Count into tbe yard, wbich - 
it was necessary to cross before tbey co^uld 
ascend the stairs leading to the servant's 
apartments^ they found Ambrose and tbe 
}andlord, wbo bad just come out of the 
Stahles in which the Count's horses were 
put. 

Ambrose made bis bow, witb bis usual 
grin, to tbe priest, wbo returned-biw 9^ 
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kind anstver ; attended with bis benedic- 

Tbe landlord, addressing bimself to the 
County Said, ^'the baunted - horse would 
never be wortb a sous ! He was assuredly 
possessed ; and it was dangerous to retain 
fiucb a beast ; wbich could not fail, in tha 
endy to do some dreadful iniscbief T' 

" If your bonour pleases to look at one 
tbe landlord has to seil/' said Ambrose, 
" I tbink you will find bim a good matcb for 
my ofF-borse, and we sbould travel in 
safety." f 

"You are mistaken, friend," said the 
landlord; ^^I do not want to dispose of 
the borse.you wisb so much to have ; be 
is a fine anipial» and I have reftised many 
very enticing ofFers for bim : bowever, in 
case your master is in distress^ and cannot 
get one elsewbere, it wonld be unbeco« 
ming in me to withbold a^sisting the gen- 
tleman ; wbo I dare say would give nr^e a 
fair price." 

F 4 




" Is my iiorse injurcd ■ 
Count. Jj! 

"He 13 DO Joni^ei- ii iji.. . ~.-icd 

Ihe landlo^Jf ''biit u f;v(id, and not to 
be trustPi! : " jüur s: .vant Mould be 
HTong to get on his back." ' 

" Tliat I never will ^gain," said 
Ambr«se. 

The Count frowned at bis servant's 
presuniption ; and, shewing the way, led 
tbe priest to Avril's apartment. 

Tbe moinent Avril saw hioi, be broke 
through all restraint ; and, exciaiming 
" My oiassa's massa !" would have jump- 
ed out of bed, had not Philip, placing 
the stump of bis arm across the African's 
breast, kept bim back. 

Falber Gregoire seated himself on the 
bed, and enquired of the Count how the 
■accident had happened ; the latter was 
unable to satiafy hiiii ; but Avril, regard- 
lesa of all hia sufterings, and eager to dis- 
burthcn bi<^nself of the inteUigencq he 




who kiTCW soinetliing of ;■ .1 

Ulfe' ■ ,-• ■ .-ii'i!4*-«"«''y '^»""'P"''™'' " ! 

how^ii bad got l'url, it was doubljr 
unintelligible to fatlicr Gregöire ; who, 
by l.is looks, seeraed to expect morn in- 
formation froni the luasler thao from 
üie man. 

The Count, having first cnjoined slrict 
silcnce 10 Aviil, and sending Philip out 
of the way, on some slight prelext, ex- 
plained lo ihe priest the manner in wbich 
tbe Dominican had beeo first Seen at Nion ; 
and was about to relale ihe very extraor- 
dinary abruptness wilb which be had 
Ijuilted-thcm, wten a tap at tlie door 
brolie tlje tbread of bis narralive. 

It was a lay-brother, who brougbt a 
note from the convcut of Saint Dennis, 
situated about four niiles from Corbiers, 
in the rieh Valley of tiryers, slaling, that i 
Fi - 
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the abbess, ivho was siuerto Fatttcr Gre- 
goire, was suddenly taken Ul, and cOuld 
not live many iiours, 

The priest excusing himself for Jlis 
soddeii deparlure, iirgiiig the very pics- 
sipg occasion as bis apology, went home 
io baste; whence taking with him a few 
medicines, and accoinpanied by a monk 
ffho had been brought up under the most 
eminent of ibe faculty, and had received 
bis degrees at tbe Sorbonne, he lost not a 
moment in reaching ibe conrent ; boping 
at least to arrive in time to admioister tbe 
extreme unction. 

"Ibave much to communicate," said 
Father Gregoire, "and' will write you 
fully in a few days, direciing niy letter to 
Constance." 

Ambrose would have persuaded the 
lay-brptber to exorcise the unfortunate 
horse^ but he pleaded haste; declaring 
too, that he could not be of the leaac Ser- 
vice, as the devil wpnid not quit his poat, 
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except at the instance of one regularly 
admitted mto holy-orders; he» however 
assured tbe timid driver, tbat be would 
request the »uperior of tbe monastery, to 
w.hi€b tbe cbapel waö attacbed, to send a 
hrotber duly qualified, wbo could not 
fati to rid tbe aoimal of its infernal do- 
minant. 

Id tbe noean ümCy by way of preventing 
furtber miscbief, Ambrose, placed a mass 
book at the borse's head» and suspended 
tbe landlady's Rosary oyer tbe stat^Ie door. 

Tbe borse did no furtber dainage that 
night ; attbougb the priest never came to * 
exorcise tbe daemon whicb liad taken up 
hb residence witbin it. 

Tbe noble travellers had much conver- 
sation tbat evening, on the topic whicb had 
given them so much anxiety during the 
forenoon. Tbe Countess did not very 
readily give belief to the aiarniing insinur 
ations of tbe priest ; whose manner she 
admiredy so far as related to tlie dignity . 

f6 
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and grace attendant on all bis actions , 
as well as the humility, mixed with con- 
scioüs rectitude, which pervaded every 
sentence he uttered ; but; not being of a 
very religious turn, indeed rather disposed 
to disregard religious influence, she de- 
daimed against the idle^ story ; for such 
she termed what had been related to the 
Count ; ridicuHng it as a mere bug-bear, 
and unworthy of serious eonsideration. 
. The Count was happy to observe that 
bis lady had resumed her wonted aflabi- 
hiy, and u«ed every endeavour to keep 
her in humour. He joined, or affected 
to do ^o, in the sentiments she had ex- 
pressed ; and facetiously adverted, on^ a 
thousand occasion^, to bis late apprehen- 
sious. 

The doctor had atteaded in the evening, 
when seeing how much bis patient was 
recovered, he bonestly informed the 
Count, that, bis functions shöuld cease; 
as, undcr the common precaution, natuFe 
would 3peedily do all that was needful. 
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Struck with the candour of the declara- 
tion, ihe Count tendered a handsome 
present to the doctor, who could not 
by any means be induced to accept more 
than bis ordinary fee ; which was very nio- 
derate, Tbe Count would have made up 
in compliments, what he thought should 
have been discharged in money * but the 
good man told hiin there was no occasion 
for so inuch praise ; he had done his duty, 
and he was satisfied with a small income ; 
he was in a cbeap country^ was born at 
Corbiers, in which his ^neestors^ for 
mäny generations, häd lived and died. 

** 1 am at home," said the worthy 
Swiss ;" ray relatives, of all descriptions, 
are around me;*my children are beloved 
by their neighbours, and they can earn 
€nough to maintain them in an innocent 
mode of living. Half this town has becB 
built by those from whom my good old 
wife and myself are descended; and, 
thQugh we have not. built, we have, by 
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good example,. aqd attention to their 
health^ caused otbers to do /SO, 

*' In one word ; Pierre Lorrain bas the 
satisfaction to know, tbat he can never 
want ; while, od tbe otber band; he bas it 
in bis power to do mucb good among bis 
neighbours.'" 

The Count shook the old doctor by tbe 
band : they parted ; tbe latter to bis 
peaceable liome, the former to ruminate 
on the contrast between their situatiohs. 

" Half of Corbiers bnilt by the family 
of Lprrain ; who Uvea to enjoy the bappii- 
ress ihus created, and diffused !^-Half of 
Le Puy built by the family of St. Hilaire ; 
wbose descendant is doomed to persecu« 
lion, and to banishmcnt !'* 

'Tvras a bitter . thought : the idea of 
being in Corbiers was not pleasing to \he 
Count He expressed as much to the 
Countess ; who was extremely desirous of 
gclting to tbe end of their journey. 

" My dear Count, we will, if you 
please, go on to morrow." 



r 
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'*That is impössible : Avril is too ill to 
sit OD the box." 

"Perhaps the landlord can assist us 
with a driver." ' 

"Tis an excelleot Suggestion," said the 
Count ; " but I fear he will not be willing 
to do any thing towards getting us for- 
' ward : — I will try, however." 
, The maitre d'Hotel was passing along 
the corridor; the Count becjconed to 
him : he hastened bis pace. 
- "Qwe platt il, Monsieur?'' 

" We were thinking," säid the Count, 
of going on to morrow, but — 

" True," Said the innkeeper, " your 
horse canhot — nay he will not-proceed." 

** How do you know that ?" said the 
Count, inquisitively. 

" Because," replied the arch rogue^ "the 
devil will not let him/' 

The Countess smiled, and looked ths 
landlord in the face with a very significant 
cast of her eye. He feit the insinuation. 
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" En verite^ naadame, no horse ihat is 
possessed by a devil will stir : nof will 
your postillion mount him." 

^* Have you any persoii," said the^ 
Count, "whocan drive upona box." 

"Certainly, all my people can do ihat; 
it is their bnsiness to drive either box or 
post.'' 

"Then, my dear, we will take Avril 
into the coach, and our landlord will be 
so kind as to let us have a man to drive 
as far as Thun." 

**But, monsieur, none of my people 
will have aoy thing to do with the haunted 
horse." 

" Then you should discharge them." 

The landlord could not interfere in 
ecclesiaslical malters : it was an afFair of 
conscience, and he should consider him- 
3elf to be the author of all damage ihat 
•might ensue ; but, if monsieurr chose to 
'buy a horse, he would seil him one, for a 
Jiundred louis, that would exactly match. 
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. The Count was displd^sed, frowned, 
and wished the inn-keeper a good night. 

The inu-keeper took the hint> and 
witbdrew. 

Ambrose, withpretended attention, and 
smothering a laugh, in which hfe had join- 
ed with all who heard the inn-keeper rela- 
tjng the preceding dialogue, catne to ask 
the Count for Orders. 

The Count direcied, that every thing 
should be in readiness to procecd early in 
in the morning» 

Ambrose bowed respectfuUy, but could 
scarcely keep' his countenance : he went 
to the inn-keeper who, surrouaded by his 
satellites, kept the inn-yard in a roar with 
laughter. 

''This is provoking, niydear Count." 

*'Yes, but I think it is far from being 
insuperable.'* 

- He took his hat and cane, and leaving 
the inn, approached a small family groupe, 
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Mvho were singing an anthetn in a little 
patch öf garden that stood in front of a 
neat cottage. .After hearing their perform- 
ance, the Count enquired for the resi-* 
dence of Doctor Lorrain ? 

'* It is at the back of* the cbapel ; 
wbere you see thatüttle portico— you 
cannnot mistake : — ^sball we send for bim^ 
he will come instantly." 

The Count preferred gping to the 
doctor : it was a fine moon-light night^. 
and the freshness of the air was gratifying. 

He found the good man seated at a 
Uttle table, covered with the fruits in sea« 
son ; bis wife was partitioning out the 
Contents of a capacious bowl, among a 
number of young men and women, whose 
features indicated they were about to 
partake of parental bounty. 

Seeing the Count enter, the doctor 
arose' to receive bim; not in a formal 
manner, but with the most beartfelt satis^ 
fiiction, He coosi4ered tbe visit as an 
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honour; and deemed himself fortunäte in 
baving the opportunity of welcoming one 
af w)iom be entertained a good opinion. 

Being seated, the Count explained the 
occasion of bis visit» and solicited the 
doctor's advice as to the best mode of get- 
ting forward the next morning, The 
doctor feit for tbediteoBma, bat could not 
help smüing at the whimsical circunistan- 
ces with which it was attended. '' I wa^ 
afraid, added he, tbat before you n^ight 
leave that inni you would find caus^ 
to complain of Monsieur Le Grand : he 
is a notorious character, and you must 
connpound for various devices, and impo«» 
sitions, which he will practise upon you 
without mercy,* 

** Tbat," säid the Count, ^' travellers 
must occasionally expect ; but I am re-» 
fiolved, if possible, to leave Corbiers early 
in the moming," 

" I See nothing to prevent you," said 
tbe doctor ; *^ all you want is a driver, and 
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and-I think we can easily supply you, byr 
sending to some of our neighbours." 

".Why do so ?" said the good woman ; 
*^ yoa know our Robert is an excellent 
H'hip, ^nd wouid be proud of the honour.. 
Besides, he is to set out on Tuesday for 
Constance : therefore, if the gehtlemaa. 
can make it convenient to stay for an hour, 
or so, in the morning, that we may geti 
the parcel you are to send completed, it. 
will be just the tbing." 

Robert pitt doSvn bis hörn spoon and: 
bis bason, and, turning round to the« 
Count, exhibited as fine a figure^ and as 
bandsome a countenänce as he had ever 
beheld. The lad made bis öbeisance, ac- 
conipanied by the ofFer to drive, in such 
terms as pleased tlieir noble guest ex- 
tjemely. 

In five minutes the afFair was eettled'; 
in five more the Count found himself 
quite at bis ease; and in five more he 
Ma3 partakingpf a rustic supper with bis. 
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Tiew friends ; who evinced the most unaf- 
fected regret when he took bis leave. 

The mornlng caine : Robert was ready 
at the inn, aud breakfasted with the 
Count ; whose lady was charmed with the 
ease and politeness of his address. She 
thought it a great pity that he sbould be 
on the box, while a black servant was to 
ride within. However, she feit the ne- 
cessity, and very handsomely compli- 
-rnented him on the kind assiduity he evin- 
ced to set them on their journey. 

Ambrose, who thought that either the 
Coünt was not serious in his intention to 
depart so eariy, if at all ; or that he should 
be able to raise some objectioii, which, 
aided by the landlord'a wits, might delay 
them for some davs : had not risen when 
the Countess made her appearance at the 
breakfast table. 

.Philip was not of a disposition to see 
the Orders of his superiors treated with 
indifiFerence ; he therefore, in a manner 
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desty, raised hini greatly in the opinion of 
the youth ; who, though scarcely twenty 
years of age, knew how to distinguish merit 
from presumption : he was inwardly con- 
vinced, that Philip often spoke of bis own 
exploits in the third person. 

Perhaps he was right 

When he enquired of Philip, as to the 
number of years he had been with Mon- 
sieur Le Brun, and understood, in reply, 
how he was situated with the Count, 
llobert'sadmiration ofthat nobleman's dis- 
positiori swelled into perfect veneration. 
He was afFected at such an inslance of 
philanthropy, and feit an' attachment to- 
wards the man who could so nobly conde- 
scend to relieve distress. 

The yoiith was going to Constänce yi'ith 
some cloaths his mother had made up for a 
poor girl, who had been left an orphan un-* 
der peculiar circumsiances of distress. The 
object of his mission, added to Philip's 
adventures/the kind heart of the Count, 
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and the obvious attachmenirof the affec« 
tionate Avril, caused many a sigb, ,wben he 
reflected that bis journey would last but a 
few days ! 

A Hbole day's rest bad refreshed the 
cattle greatly ; »o that tbey reached Thun 
with ease in time for a late dinner : tbey 
put up. tbeir borses at a faroi-bouse, in 
which tbey were accomodated in ralber a 
rougb style, but witb a hearty welcome. 
The oßly toierable inn was completely 
occupied by a batallion öf militia, as«» 
sembled to be reviewed the next day. 

Robert knew some of the ofBcers^ and 
in the evening went to pass an bour in 
tbeb: Company. He returned to stipper 
at the farmer's, wbere , be found the 
Countess in a very bad bumour with the 
provisions. She '. bad not seen any apart- 
ment ; but on enquiring foi* one was inform- 
ed she must i sleep wbere she was sit- 
ting; for thqjt the good woman of the 
bouse bad thcj gout ; that her daughter bad 
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been brougbt to bed only tbe |>receding 
night; and that there were bo fookus 
hol whät were thqs occupied. 

Tbe youth hearing this, stept out, and 

•• • » 

among bis friends soon efiected bis pur- 
pose. He staied tbe Situation of tbe 
Count, änd bis lady in such ' termsj tbai 
tbe State bed Chamber was itnmediately y&- 
<ated by those to wbose lot it bad ftißen» 
and a deputation from tbe gallant associa- 
tion Watted upon tbe Countess» toihvile 
her totbeinn; wbere tbe best supper that 
>could be provided was in readiness. 

The Countess was delighted ; tbe 
CJountshook Robert by tbe band; 

Althoügh the table could not boast of 
many delicacies, there was an abundänce 
of good i heer ; which, added to the bilari^ 
attendant oa *be bappy meeting of so 
many friends, rendered tbe change pecu- 
liarly agreeabie to the Countess; wbobad, 
already become tired of the journey, both 
:on account of its object, and the'want of 
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tbat extensive society, far which her 
chateau- at Le Puy had been a kind of 
rendezvous. 

The Count's mind was also relieved 
"CODsiderably by the changes öf the day ; 
they tended to chase away those duU 
and melancholy thoughts bis Situation 
naturally induced ; and which were consi- . 
derably reinforced by the mysterious man* 
ner of Father Gregoire. 

He, on this occasion, .gave such a loose 
to bis natural vivacity, that the officers 
were quite charmed. His sallies were 
brilliaat ; they were the result of that in- 
YaToable combination produced by good 
sense, good manners, and good humour. 

After many patriotic toasts and a vari- 
ety of songs, chiefly on military t^hemes, 
or of that plaintive descriplion for which 
the Canton of Berne h^s been for ages 
celebrated, the Lieutenant Colonel of 
the regiment^ hearing the clock strike 
twelve, tapping the flpor wich his cane, 

GS 
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wbich stood at bis bis elbow in a coraerdf 
tbe roooi^ instant silence foUowed. 

He addressed tbe Countess, requesting 
ker pardoD for wbat might perbape appear 
a want of respcct or of politeness, but 
wbicb no doubt her good sense would 
judge was not improper ; tben beckoning 
to tbe waiter, tbe biU was produced and 
paid : tbose wbo cbose*to remain closed 
up towards tbe bead of tbe table; tbe 
rest wiibdrew. 

Tbe Countese cxpressing a wisb to re- 
pose, tbe maid appeared, and sbe was 
sbewn inlo ber cbamber ; tbe Count re- 
mained seated next to tbe Lieutenant 
Colonel, who wasabout forty years of age, 
of a ruddy complexion, and seemed to 
be piore partial to i)is bettle tban to bis 
^jlergy. 

He filled bis glass, and exctaimed, ^'a 
buniper."* 

All present obeyed tbe mandate witb 
alacrity, and tbe glasses were cbarged to 



A' ROMANCX. 125 

the Uriai. The pi^ident rose ; the whole 
Company followed bis example : he gave 
ibr a toast^ 

" The glorious revolution in France; 
-and the downfal of all monarchs." 

The glasses were speedily emptied, and 
the room echoed with the zealous shocitd 
of all but the CouüI;; wbo, overcome by 
this abrupt attack üpon a System he had 
80 long endeavoured to uphold, and upon 
a character which he revered^ neither 
drank off his winei nor joined in tb& 
triumph. 

The President retninded him of his Omis- 
sion ; the Count pleaded sudden indisposi-- 
tion^ andretired. Robert remained^ and 
heard the various observatioDs of the Com- 
pany; soihe of which were not very liberal. 
He took exception at an expression di'opt 
by vne of the youngest of the pai;ty ; who 
seemed nettled at the ex-postulation 
Robert had used wiik regard to freedoni' 
ofopiniQQ, wben the. Lieutenant Colone!' 
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interfered^ aochreprove^^the aitiial^e youtb 
Ibr bis want of eothusiasm. 

Robert possessed a'spirit oot to he 
overcoene by the supercilious looks, and 
sarcastic overbeariog, of thc field-officer;. 
who was, however, speedily convinced he 
bad not to deal witb a boy. The former 
maintained bis ground in a gentlemaDlike- 
.ixianner ;/ without taking advantage of ^i» 
inany openings given by the intemperiato 
conduct of his Opponent, to return the^ 
Insults» which were conveyed, thoug^ agfr 
absolutely expressed« 

The cool manner in which the youth; 
rallied the president,. cotnpletely foiled» 
hui irritated him: and is was not until 
ibe lauer dropt soine hints about " boyish. 
impertinence," and ''chastisin^ youthfal 
wrong^eads/' that Robert thought him- 
seif cormpelled to retrfeat. 

The Cüunt and Countes» did not rise 
until the geutlcmen, to whora they were 
indebtcd for their accomodations, had left 
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tbe icvß, to march to the plain, where the 
eorps was to be inspected.. When the 
carriage was ready^they would have set off, 
but Robert was missing ; however, he ap- 
peared in a few minutes» He would have 
ascended tbe box, but the Counte'ss seeiog 
hioi pale, and that bis right arm was tied 
up, iosiated upon bis taking a Beat withio 
the carriage ; observing, that Avril was . 
well enough to resume his Station. 

Tfais was accordingly done, and: ther^ 
party took tbe road to Lucerne, intending 
to bxeakfast at Schwartzec, about $ix 
iniles from Thun. The Countess was 
particularly anxious to be ioformed of 
the occai^on of Robertos arm being. 
tied up. *- 

^^He was accompanying an officer^ 
märcbing in the rear pf his division^ when 
oiie of the soldiera feit, , and his bayonet 
being fixed» had penetrated the Seshy part 
of th^ arm.; it was a süght wound, and 
bad been. bound: up by tbe regimental 
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surgeon, who assured bim, he might pro- 
ceed on his journey without danger." 
' The Countess was overjoyed to find 
it was no worse ; arid, as well as the Count, 
feit great pleasure in having Robert within 
the carriage. Philip was far from pleased* 
at losing his agreeable associate ; but 
Avril was not averse to resuming his 
Office; as, notwithstanding the great 
kindness and consideration of the Count, 
be was not so moch at his ease in their 
presence, as when in Company with the/ 
old soldier. ' 

Ambrose feit jio small pleasure,' when 
be understood that Robert was to be ani 
inside passenger : he did not care one sous 
about the cause, which, if it afFected him- 
ai all, was rather an the side of pleasure.. 
Por it had happened, that, during their 
journey the preceding d^y, Philip could 
not refrain froni expatiating a little on the 
niulish disposition of the postillion ; which 
80 attracted the long whip Robert wai» 
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fdrnished wiih, as to cause it, novrand 
tben, accidentaliy no doubt, to lighft 
upon the thighs and Shoulders of Am- 
brose ; wbo did noifail to inform theyoung 
coachman of bis raistake ; not, however 
wilh much efFect : Robert, indeed, bebaved 
with the tittnost * politeness, and neve? 
faiied to apologise whenever Ambrose^re- 

monstrated. 

« 

Ambrose growled, Philip läughed,* audc 
Robert appeared to be extremely con?- 
cerned ! 

They were not long in reaching^ 
Schwartzec, where they stopped ta ^ 
breakfast. When about toset ofF again, . 
it was perceived, that one of the horses 
had lost a shoe, which it was absolutely 
necessary to replace. Robert did not at 
all relish the delay, any more than bis 
companions, bat he said nothing ; though 
now and then he would, from a window, 
which commanded a view of the country • 
they had come over, appear to examine^ , 
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wjth some anxiety^ tbe geoeral objecto 
that successUely came within view. 

At lengtby he saw two horsemen Coming 
at a great rate over a distant hUl^ about 
three tniles back on tbe read tbey had 
travelled. This occasioned percepubla 
anxiety in tbe youtb ; wbo, wben tbe Count 
expressed bis concera at seeiiig bim so. un<- 
easy, answered, tbat it was notbing more- 
tban a momentaiy e&cess of pain, in<- 
duced by having Struck bis wounded arm. 
against tbe &ame of tbe Windows 

Tbe shoe beiug adjusted^ tbe party ea* 
lered tbe carriag^ At ^at moment a bea- 
vy shower of rain fell^ causing' tbe 
Countess to draw up tbe glass on tbe side 
wbere she sat, vis-a-vis tö *Robert ; wbo 
was bigbly pleased at her doiog so^ as be 
perceived the two horsemeo, wbo did not 
stop at tbe inn, Coming up ,very fast. 

The yoath lay close ia the corner, 
pretendiog to be drowsy, thougb he kept 
bis eyes half open^ to observe wbether or 
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not He knew the horsemen. They were 
Both officers of 'the batallion whicb wa& 
to bave been inspected that morning at, 
Tbun, but he could not distinguish their 
persons. 

In consequence of the absence of thte 
Lieuieuani Colonel, which could , not be 
accouQted for^ as also of. the Adjutant,, 
and of the Regimental Surgeon, the in^ 
spection was deferred uatil the next day ; 
whenit was doubted whether the absen- 
!tees could possibly excuse tbemselves, for 
so extraordinary a neglecl of duty. 

It is impossible to express the satisfac- 
tion Bpbertfelt, an seeing the officers4)ass 
the carriage, without making any enquiry 
for him : he resumed bis chearfulness^ and 
received the congratulations of the 
Countess on the relief he seeined to feel, . 
from the severe pain which had oppressed 
bim. 

Imagine bis surprise, when, after 
having proceeded about four miles, be..^ 
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saw the same ofiicers returning dowii a 
a lane, and beard tbem call to Avril ta 
stop. Avril obeyed ; and the horsemea 
caroe up ta tbe sides of the carriage, and 
required to know, wbether Robert was 
\ritbitt it. 

The gallan( youth immediately shewed 
himselfy and was agreeably surprised ta 
find they were bis most intimate acquain- 
tances. They said they were in search of 
tbe Lieutenant Colonel, tbe Adjutant^ 
and the Doctor, wbo could neitber be 
found nor beard of. 

One of tbem binted, that possibly 
Robert might know were to find tbem : 
tbe remark agitated bim considerably ;^ 
however, tbinking he could trust bis 
friends with tbe secret, he shewed then» 
bis arm, and stated, that the last time he 
bad seen the Lieutenant Colonel, was 
wbile the assemblez was beating for tbe 
batallion to fall in for tbe inspection. 

The officers were concerned* to see bis 



conditioiii tbey shook hands, and, withoul^ 
asking any more questious, look tbeir leave ^ 
ürging bim to keep as tnuch concealed a^ 
he could ; fufther assuring him they woulcfc 
throw the whole pursuit, if any shouldbe 
made, into a wreng direction. 

The CouTit fek ouich far bis brave 
cotnpanion; wbile tbe Countess suffered 
the greatest agony fiom ber apprebensioi> 
fbr Robert's fate. Avril was urged to 
lose no time, and to reach Lucer ne with 
all 8äfe expedition. He bad beard tbe 
conversation witb the officers ; and^ fol-^ 
lowing botb bis master's commands, and 
tbe dictates of bis own partiality for tbe 
young Gorporal, made Ambrose keep up a 
smart pace ; sbewing bim, at Pbilip's in* 
stance, tbe pliant tbong, of whicb be bad 
tbe day before repeatedly tasted. 
^ It being a delicate point to enquire 
into tbe occasion of the duel tbe Couafc 
forebore to presstbe subject in such maa- 
ner as sbould compel Robert to disclosEe 
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.v.^ 



Ibe particulars; he only expressed h^ 
anxiety as to tbe actual exlent of the- 
wound ; ürgiQg tbat ne lime should be lost 
in procuring professional aid. 

Bobert assured tbe Couc^t it was not a 
serious burt ; it bad, be said, been dressed 
ly tbe surgeon of tbe regiment, wbo was 
- distaatly related v by marria^e, aud wba> 
expressed no apprebensioo wbatever as 
to tbe result. The youtb added, tlmt no- 
ihing but absolute necessity coukl- have 
urged hirn to tbe . rencontre, nor tothe 
exertion of bi& skilLia fencing ; but fiud- 
iog. tbat bis adversary was bent on bis- 
destructioD, he considered it a duty to 
bimself, to bis family, and to tbe world» to^ 
punish so blood-thirsty a tyrant. ' 

"Then," said tbe Couotess^ "you was^ 
obiiged to kill bim/' 

/^ Noy Madam, I hope bis Situation 
will DOt prove so desperate : I under-. 
go enough in considering tbe paih 
aod remorse he must feel from tbe effecta 



ef bis ihsolence» The surgeon encouragr 
fd tne wilh tbe hope that Colonel 
Meurou wpuld in time recover. 

*^ Meuron^ say you ?" 

" Yes^ Madam, bis narbeis Meuron; 
he is tbe brotber of Monsieur Meujron^ 
£EurtQer*general o£ tbe post8." 

" Heavens !" exclaimed tbe Count. 

" Meuron r' exclaimed tbe Countess« 

Tbe i^bote party became for a time^ 
mute : tbe Countess was somewbat aflfect-« 
ed at tbe circun^^ance ; tbe Count was 
extremcly afflicted ; and poor 'Robert ex« 
perienced tbe'aiost mortifying confusioa 
and distress. He concluded, that inliea 
of kinduess and respect, be sboui^ expe- 
rience fbat sbrt of distant, cool, fprbidding* 
politen^ss, wbicbis doubly painful : but ba 
was mistaken. 

The Count had a soul above such petty 
resentments; he considered tbe case as 
bis own, aad ; notwithstanding tbe result> 
applauded that conduct, which was oe- 
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cessary towards the defence and support 
ef hoDOur. His lady was attracted by* 
difiereot motives; sbe admired Robertos 
person, as much as the -» ^ßojuntdiet'^bii^: 
principles. ' - , 

Gonsideralion for Robertos situatfon» iiw 
duced the Count to push oo to Lucerne; 
without stopping in the way lönger than -- 
was necessary to give the horses ^ a Uttle 
water. The rain had laict the dust, and ^ 
cooled tbe air ; which rendered their day's 
journey extremely pleasant. 

The Couiit suggested to Robert the ne- 
cessity for writing ta bis friends; wha 
would prc^ahl^ bean of the duel, and be 
pärticularly aaxious/ to learn tbe cause^ as 
well as the issue, of the dispute^ The hint 
#a8 however, unnecessary; for, before 
Robert quitted Thun, he had writtön, 
briefly stating the necessary circumstances, 
and expressing bis intention to keep out 
of the way, in the Austrian donoiiHonSy 
until he should learn that Colonel Meu • 
ron was out of dan^er. 
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This Information pleased tbe Cöunt in 
two respects : it proved that Robert had 
a goodheart; and it ofFered^the bestop- 
portunity for bis continuance with them. 
to tbe end bf tbeir journey. This was 
proposed ta Rooert; wbose gratilude 
was expressed in handsome terms. 

The Countess was not tbe least pleased: 
of the tbree at tbis occurrenca 

Intelligence of tbe supposed misconduct 
of the several persons before specified,' . 
togetber wrth tbe dekiy in tlie inspeetionf 
of tbe batallion, bad reacbed Lucerne 
before tbe Count's carriage arrived tberCi 
His servants were completely ignorant of 
tbe accident ; and, as tbey persisled itt 
tbeir negative, wben a^ked the parllcularSj 
tbe matter was doubted; until an express 
came with information, that Golonel Meu^ 

■ 

ron was found dangerousty woundedj-, 
and that search was making, towards So« 
leure, after the person with whom he had ^ 
fbügbt. 
Howe\rer mach tbe latter part of iha 
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eommunication plea^d the Coont, he 
coosidered that Robertos Situation was 
not devoid of danger, so long as fae re- 
Bnained within the limits of the Cantons ^ 
nur, indeed, did he altogetber hold him- 
self to be in a State of perfect security,. 
uDtil he sboi^kl pass Coasiaoce ;. when be- 
would be within tfie paleof the Austriaa^ 
dominions. 

. Happily, there was no necessily for 
chäDging the dressingsof Bob^rt'swouud;. 
the surgeoQ having particoiarly eojoioed^. 
thaty unless a fever ensued, the bandages- 
shouki not be displaced/for at least twa 
days. The w rapper tbat was ontside^ 
bis coat was removed ; he put on the 
Gount's surtouty which did not incotn- 
mode bim ; and so well did he beai- up 
against bis misfortune^ tbat ao person 
couid have supposed bim to have re- 
ceived a wound completely through the 
muscles on tbe upper limb of bis arm. 
The landlord was interrogated by tbe 






Count a6 to the distamce from Lucerne to 
ConBtancfe ? 

" It is alodg jouroey," — 

" What kind af a road ?" - 
. «Veryl>adr— 

" Then I shall want an additioBal pair Af- 
korses to-morrow morning at day-light,** 
Said the Coüat 

" I fear you. cannot hav6 ifaeaa ; % 
Courier pasaed tbrougb the town thls mor«^ 
oing froiQ the Valais, with inteUigence of 
some disturbances in that qoarter ; and I 
aai;iftn4er ibe necessity of keeping all my 
borses at home^ that they may t^ at the 
Service of^öur governwen^ ia case my 
r^giment sbould be ordered to march." 

"What," Said the Gount, "you belong 
to a regiment then ?" 

" I command oae !" said the ina-keep- 
er ; raising bis crest, and seatiög himsel^. 
without ceremony, near the Count- . 

Robert thought nothing of this want of 
pespect; but the Coüntess^ whowasagreat 
advocate fbr the dignity of tha nobl^^sa; 



■r 
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even. wfaen exiled, looked at tbe Couot 
with such significance as made him uneasy^ 
lest sbe should offend the inn-keeper ; oq 
whose good will it entirely depended 
whether, or not, tbey sfaould reacb Cön- 
slance tlie next day» 

''I presume you will be obliged ta 
inarcb witb your regiment ?'* 
' Theinti-keeper smiled, and assured tbe 
Count be ^never left bome' but when mat-* 
ters grew very serious, ' and tbat bis pro- 
fessional abilities were in requisition. 

The Count paid tbe corps several com« 
^ pliments ; pretending ta bave made many 
observations on tbe air^ and figure, o^ 
several belonging to it, as be ent^red tho 
town. Robert turned aside bis bead, and 
laugbed; bis eyes met those of tba 
Gountess, wbo was not displeased at tbe 
r^ncontre, and smilad in her inost pleasanir 
manner ! ' 

After a litlle conver^ation, bighly grati- 
fying to tbe proprietor of tbe Goldeo^ 
Eagle, but rathar distressing to tba Count| 
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*wbo was impatient to adjust tbe point re- 
lative to the additional pair, it was at 
length, in a very important manner, con* 
ceded by the foroier, that the party 
sbould be süpplied* 

The ina-keeper, having looked a.t him- 
self in the glass, made a half bow, and 
left the room to give the necessary orderSä; 

The Count was divided in bis mind as 
to the route he shonld foUow; it appeared 
to bim, that, in all probability, be sbould 
find persons at Zurieb ready to apprchend 
bim. > That road was indisputably tbe 
shortest and tbe best; two points of great 
importance to all wbo travel, but partica«* 
larly to such as are in haste. 

On the other band, by taking tbe mdun-« 
tainous road to Appenzel, and passing the 
lake of Zurieb at Raperswil, it was more 
tban probable the pursuers would be com*» 
pletely thrown out ; wbereby the party 
would gaih time to cross the Rhine above 
the iake of Constance, «nd tbus enter the 
T^rol. 
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The latter consideratioo was importanti 
and would probably have swayed tbe 
Count, wbo feit tbe greatest ioterest in 
Robertos safety i but tbe mysterious let- 
ter, left by tbe Dominican at Moudon, so 
greatly excited bis euriosityi that be pro- 
posed to rua all bazards, ratber than fore- 
gp tbe satisfitction of traciog tbat subject 
to its iource« 

** I tbink,^ Said tbe Countess, " you 
^^y> ^J adoptioga very easy ^pedient, 
fiaake sure of both points. Suppose you 
were to write your address, and send it by 
tiie post to be left at Constance, and take 
U8 to St GaL Tbose places, 1 tbink you 
Said were not more than ten or twelve 
miles apart; and you can send Philip 
from St. U^i, to eoquire if there sbould 
be any letters for you. He will be gtad 
to see bis daugbter«'' 

Tbe plan was plausible, but tbe Count 
fdt at a Iqss bow to give bis address» 
Robert perceiving there were som« 



A ROMA NC E. "14$ 

-secret circumstairees on which bis fnends 
-wished to ' coramune, relired to »bed ; 
pleading the necessity of. attcnding to 
some hints glven by bis arm, which ii»- 
plied- that fest was necessary. 

In bis absence it was finally settied, that. 
the Count should send off a fetter by that 
nighf s post, desiring tbe post-niaster at 
Constance to forward all letters which 
ishould arrive tbere, for Monsieur La 
Brun, to St. Gal ; and tö inform such 
as might enquire for that gentle- 
man, of the directions thajt had been 
left. 

The Count intended to leaTe word at 
the inn/ where he should stop atSt. Gal, to 
forward all letiers ttius arriving, to Mer- 
bürg: for he entertained no doubt but 
the £>ominican, if he were intent on mis- 
Chief, would be prepared on xhc western 
side of Constance, on the several roads 
passing through Stein^ SchafFhausen, &g. : 
whereas, by crossing the lakeof Constance 
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to the southward of tbat towo, tbe Coont 
would escape whatever snares might be 
laid for him. 

Tbis admirable plao was warmly ap- 
proved by the Couotess ; who, when ber 
busband had written bis letter, proposed 
to take a walk about the town. It was a 
cool evening ; and, tbougb not very ligbt» 
tbe regularity of tbe bujldings, and tbe 
excellence of tbe police, so fer as related 
to cleanliness, were perfectly distinguisb* 
able. 

Oa tbe skirts of tbe town tbey saw a 
boy, about twelve years of age, qn a 
horsei going very slowly the same way as 
tbemselves;- wbich was on tbe road tö 
Zu rieb. They had not proceeded far, when 
the lad, who was about fifty yards before 
tbem, stopped at the corner of a by lane, 
as though waiting for some-body. 

No person appeared for upwards of 
five tninutes, during which the Count and 
bis lady stood under the eaves of an old 



\ 
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l)Äni ünperceiv^d. At lengtli ä man oh 
horseback was seen Coming up the lane : 
thc boy whistled ; the man answefed ia 
the sam^ mianner. 

He was mounted on a grey horse, and 
>had ona very large blae cloäk^ which came 
. dowd to his feet. • 

" Well," Said the man, '" what route do 
Ihey take ?" 

" ßy Zürich," answefed the lad. 

*' How mäny of them are there ?'' 

^' Only six : the Coünt, hjs lady, and a 
young gentleman within ; their postillion 
ia one ^rmed fellow, and a black coach- 



man." 



" A young gentleman ? why who call 
thatbie?'' 

*a don't know/^ 

"Well, well," answered the man, ^4ose 
no time, but push on, and give notice." 

The riders separated : the boy .gal- 
lopped on towards Zürich; the man retura- 
«d the same way he had come. 

VOL. !• HL 
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"So;'* Said the Count, "thislooks ra-^ 

:ther suspicious.*' 

The Countess was alarmed ; shc thought 
it best to stay a few days, and lo give, 
jnolice to the government; but.^x>n her 



ü. 



husband's reminding her, thathehad been 
mentioned as Count, «ot as Monsieur 
Le Brun, or as auy stranger, she agreed 
wilh hini in the expedienqy of preserving 
perfect silencc on ihe occasion.; and of 
deceiving all tiie persons about the inn^ 
as to the rbute they should foUow. 

"We will take the extra horses .but 
twp miles out of the town, and, under 
pretence of prpceeding only to Zürich, 
send them back. I see by the map 
in our dining apartment, that a road 
branches off to the right from Seins, which 
^which goes direct to Raperswill ; that we 
can follow, and thus avoid the plan we may 
Ije certain is laid for our deslruction," 

** Tiiat will do/' änswered the Countess ; 
*'but I wish you had. not sent "bff your 
Ißiter." 



t 
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^' Oh ! that can do qo härm ; we sball 
be over the lake before it is delivered to 
the Dominican, who I dare swear will not 
reach Constance these two days." 
: in.-.tiie morning, however, ihey were 
•released from the little embarrassment 
they had feit, as to getting rid of the pair 
of horses witb which the landlord had 
promised to assist them : that gentlemaa 
iiaving, no doubt with the view tp pecu- 
iiiary extortion, altered bis inind. Ue was 
^p, and received the amount of a niost 
iinconscionablc bill, which the Count did 
fiot particularly examine ;^ he being cager 
to get out of the town as expediiiously as 
possible. 

By way of deceiving the landlord, 
•wliose manner indicated bis being easily 
swayed, either by flattery, or by profit, 
the CouQt Said he expected some letters 
to arrivethat day, directed to the Goldea 
Eragle, which he requesied might be for- 
warded by an express to Zürich ; where, i» 

H 2 
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consideratron of tbe want of horses, it ti'as 
his Intention to put up for the night. 

They made the best of iheir way out of 
tbe town, and drove, as fast as ihe 
liorses could trot, ointil they had turned 
out of the mainr road ; when, as thefr 
tvay lay thfough a deep wood, tbat over- 
bung the top of the carriage, so as to in- 
commode those on the box, they slacken- 
cd thelr pace ; thinking themselves to be 
completely concealed from view, and tbat 
HO further danger existed as to their being 
intercepted. 

The clouds tbat had impended the 
evening biefore, wcre now borne, owing to 
their encreased weight, with great difficul- 
ty by the wind, which blevv with sonie 
force. They had already passed the Laret 
which, derivingits source ffom the Lake of 
Zug, and joining the Aar, near Baden^ 
empties itself into the Rhine, opposite to 
Ihe strong little fortress of Waldshut. 

Every tbing indicated a storm: the 
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waters of the lake were agitated ; the 
mounlains, surrounding it in pari, wer^ 
cooipletely covered with mist; thesun was 
obscured, thougb a certain red tiot on 
the atmosphere, served to point out its 
h)cality ; the water- fowl were dh the wing, 
restless and uttering the most harsh noles ; 
the trees vibrated as the wind whistled 
üimong their boughs ; the flocks and herds^ , 
were seen rnnning t'owards their places of 
sh^lter; and the w hole face af natura- 
iadicated some violent change. 

" l wisb/' Said Avril, ." him lend me bim 
«loak." 

" Twould Cover us both," answered 

Philip, . "* ^ 

" What hiro have business in such- 

place, and dis time?" 

'* These p^ris," said Philip, " ara 

füll of hunlers, who are, perhaps, the' 

boldest, and the best horsemen in the 

World; they ränge all the countries lay-- 

ing at the foot of the Alps, and chief- 

ö 3 
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ly frequfeht the T}rol at this time of ihc 
year." 

" But," observed Avril, *'him ridy round 
- him top of hill; methink bim look for 
some-body/' 

" 'Tis to watch ibe game." 

** I tink, Philip, him look like rogue ? 
him robber; him watch for massa: massa 
8ay to day, * Avril yon look for him bad 
man.' Massa say him country got great 
many tief. I tink me teil massa." 

" Do as you like, Avril ; but I assurö 
you he is a hunter of the Alps." 

" Him look like d — d rogue ; hinxcome 
hßng, by and by." 

Avril stopped the coach ; and giving his 
reins to Philip, dismounted, to point out 
the object of apprehension to the Count ; 
who, looking out of the left window, saw, 
at about five bundred yards distance, a 
man mounled and dressed, as near as 
he could judge, precisely the same as him 
who had the night before conversed with- 
the l^d outside the town. 



Ä ROMAN CE- 151 

The hill on which the horseman paraded 
was rather conical ; but towards ihe top^ 
there was a flat, that enabled him to ' 
proceed with ease to the other side. The 
Situation was peculiarly eligible fora Ipok«- 
out; and had, to all appearapce, becn 
formerly ocoupied as a post ; for the re- 
mains of a tower on its summitj^ and of 
entrenchments along ii^s face^ were still . 
distinguisfaable. 

The horseman's attention seeroed to be 
particularly> directed towards the great 
road . from Lucerne to Zürich, which 
the hill commanded in many parts, where . 
owing to locäl circumstances, the track 
was fairly exposed to view. It was sup- 
posed he had not asyet seen the carriage ; 
w:hicb, however, would not remain long 
concealedf as it had to cross an extensive 
piain, before ihey could arrive at the nar- 
row part of ihe lake of Zürich, where it 
is: crossed by a bridge, more than a quar- 
ter of a mile in length, opposita to tliß 
town of Rapperswil. , 
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Considering all eircumstauces, the 
Xount judged it expedient to niake every 
preparatioQ without delay : accordiogly 
tbe fire-arms wcre all fresh loaded. 
Ambrose was furnished Mrith a pair of 
pistolis ; but he looked so white when he 
received tbem, with directions to buckle on 
tbe bolslers, that Philip doubxed whether 
tbe fellow had spirit to use thein. 

The Veteran was provided wilh a^ pair^ 
to (dace in a girdle, and Avril waa fur- 
nished inasimilar mannen A blunder« 
buss lay between tbem oo the box, and at 
each fore-corner of the coach was another, 
fiuspended by slings, from wbicb they 
could be easily disengaged. 

Robert was arraed. with sw.ord and pis^ 
tols, on the receipt of which the brave 
lad appeared enlivened ; for the Count 
had not, tili then, said a word to him of 
the apprehended danger, for various rea- 
8ons : the Count was cquipped io aa 
ample manner^ 
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Every thing being ready, Avril was 
directed to get forward wiih all expedi- 
tion ; for whichindeed the meoaces of the 
.lowering clouds would bave been suffifkent 
reason : it was further enjoined, both to 
Athbrose and to those on tbe box, not to 
stop on any account ; but in case of 
attaek) to put the horses to their speed, 
aöd rush througb every attempt at de- 
tention. 

Obedient to the directions given, the 
timid Ambr©se gave his horses a loose 
rein, and speed ily entered the plain^ Philip 
and Avril pretending nottppay attention 
to the man on the hill ; who was, however, 
narrowly watched - by . the . Gount and 
Robert.' 

Tbe appearance of the coach in that 
qiiarter, attracted the notice of the horse« 
man, who^ on seeingit, descended from 
thesummity as fast as the declivity al- 
lowed ; then galloping towards the vebi- 
de^ and drawing tbe fl^p of bis leather 
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cap low down upon bis face, so as to over- 
shadow aiwi conceal bis features, he 
approacbed near enough to examine tbe 
pereons witbin. 

He tben re-asceuded the hill, and 
aligbting frorn bis horee, entefed tb« 
remains of tbe tower, wbich appeared tö. ba 
inbabited, tbougb in a very decayed State, 
and in less than a ininüte returned with. 
a small flag, or banner, of wbite linen^, 
wbich he waved in tbe air ; at intervals^ 
sounding a very large bugle^ wbich he 
had brougbt out with the banner. 

Tbe Sounds went through Ambrose'^ 
heart: he looked back every moment, 
and appeafed alarmed at tbe voices of bis 
companions. 

" We sball want anotber pair of borses^ 
Ambrose ?'* 

Tbe postillion gavc Philip a look, tbat 
would have been tbe index to bis mind^ 
had tbe latter not been completely pos- 
eessed by thoughts, which precladed the 
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entrance of every passion, except that 
of fear. 

By noon ihey reacbed the western end 
of the bridge ; but found it to be so com- 
pletely rotten, and ihe boards of which it 
was coQstructed so' loose, that eveiv^ 
Philip allowed it was not passable, This 
was a most une^xpected delay ; for the« 
Gount, fearful of exciting the curiosity of 
those whom he interrogated concerning 
the roads, had carefuUy avoided all men- 
tion of those parüeulars which were most 
necessary to be known. He trusted to 
maps for the direction of bis, route, and/ 
perhaps naturally enough, concluded, that 
where roads led through a coilntry inter-* 
sected by numerous rivers, there could 
not be wanting bridgps, or ferries, adequate 
to the transportation .of whatever car-^ 
riages could travel tbose roads. 

But the €ount reasoned as all men 
would, who had been brought up in a 
eouptry aboynding with merchandise. 
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He forgoty tbat ia Switzerlaud therer 
were very few exporls, and that the iin- 
ports were still fewer, i» coiisequence of 
the greaC moderation of tbe in^habitants, in 
regard to tbeir living, thcir dress, and 
tbeir simple st^le of furnishing bouses; 

Happy people ; wbo livei in ib^ niidst 
of corn, wine, and oil f 

Tbe researcbes of Pbilip, aided by tber 
kind aiteations of an old woman, iohar 
biting a- small but, procured for the tra** 
vellers a few eggs, and a little milk; for 
wbich they were sincerely tbankful, and 
recotnpensec^the poor soul liberally. But 
tbls little supply did not contribute in tbe 
least to abctte tbeir anxiety, as to tbe cir- 
cumstances wbicb bad excited so much 
alarm ; especialty a^ it was found utterly 
impossible to get a boar, eitber of su(&-» 
cient size, or at all caiculated to carry 
tbe coacb and horsea over tbe lake. 

If indeed such a vessel bad been in 
rcadiness, tbe dreadful appearance above 
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tfieir heads would have rendertd it inad- - 
visable to trust themselves oii a «large^ 
expanse of water, subject to tbose hurri- 
caoes, which sometimes sweep abruptlys 
down the sidcs of tbe mountains, tearing 
up immense treei^, and hurling large fragr- 

- menls of rock into the vallies. 

Various were the Count's determina^- 
tions under such verv critical circum- 
9i|ances. At one time he thoughtit would be 
best to proceed aJong the western-side of 
the lake, and enier boldly into Zürich», 
tliftn within an hour's journey; but on.> 
mentioning this to bis lady, she argued ^ 
80 very forcibly, and offered such cogent 
reasons against tbe nx^aisure^ that hq 
lü>andoned it« 

He tlien proposed to send the. carriage ' 
round to Rapperswil, making tbe tour of 
the south-easterly end of the lake, and 

^ Crossing the bridge at Utanach, under the 
guidance of the servants and Philip; jvhile, 
witb bis lady and Robert» be sbould either 
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walk over the bridge, or be rowed over* 
the lake, in a small fisbing-boat wbicb' 
lay close to them.- 

The Countess, however, firmly opposed' 
tiiis plan; preferring to go in the coach 
round the end of the lake» and, after 
reaching Ulznacb, to push od to Appenzel, 
wbich, with the aid of another pair-of^i 
horses, migbt be reached before night. 

This wa» äccordin^y adopted, as a 
happy Suggestion. The horses being re- 
freshed by a good feed, aod the whole 
party in tolerable spirits, for the Count- 
ireckoned upon this as another baulk to- 
bis enemies, they soon turned the end of 
ibe lakc, and arrived-at ütznaeh,- where 
they procured a pair of good horses; and 
after a very little detention wcre in a fair 
way to get the start of all pursuers. 

They bad scarcely left the inn, when the . 
big drops began to fall from the immense 
cloudsj which, impelled by afurious wind 
al their backs^ were scudding fast; but 
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niDt very high over their heads, The stornr 
gradually increased ; the rain feil in tor-» 
rents, causing every little rill to swell inta 
a rapid stream, pregnant with danger, and, 
Et times, tbreatening ta hurry the horsesr 
and carriage down their impetuous course. 

Nor were they without additiona^alarms, 
when, as the sudden flashes of lighlning^ 
illumined the air, and displayed to thenr 
the awful Situation- in which they were 
placed, a deep chasm appeared along the 
road side, such as, even under favourable 
circumstances, would have rendered the 
utmost precaution necessary. 

Fortunately the hired postilHon knew 
the road well, and, being a steady care- 
ful driver, led the way with great preci* 
sion ; Ambrose foHowing^ with perfect 
resignation, happy in being under the 
guidance of any person who would under- 
take to lead him out of a difficulty, such 
as he had never before experienced. 
~ The great delay occasioned by pass« 
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ihg tbe end of tlie iake, \ihicb was far 
, more ronud about tban iiad been describ- 
ed, tbe «aiting for haises, aud tbe verj 
hilly counti-y ihey bud to iravcl tbrough, 
made a great di&erence bet'ween tbeir ex- 
pectations, and tbe iasue of tbeir specula-? 
tion. Tbesun was already sei bebind tbe 
mountains of Schwits, when tbe siorni was 
raging in its fuli force ; and iiiey bad not, 
as yet, reacbed tbe little town of GeseU 
bacb, wbich was not laore tban five. niiles 
froia Utznacb, 

Tbey could gain bat little on their way 
under sacbcircumstances; wbilelbey were, 
at tbe same time) exposed to tbe fury of 
tbe elementSy and every moment in dao^ 
ger of being crusbed by tbe fall of vast 
fragtnents from tbe rocks, tbat strewed 
tbe road, rendeiing it aUnost impassable. 

Atlengib tbe borsesbecame restive; tbey 
would notproceedy nor was it safe.to urga 
tbem,among sucb avariety of impediments^ 
aod in a Situation wbere, in tbe event of 
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their pi'oviog troublesoine to guidc, im- 
mediate destruction must ensue. 

The Countess exerted herself wonder- 
fully ; she endeavoured to suppress those 
feelings ' which the variety of rejQections 
coinbating in her miody cQuld not fall to 
induLce : birt her fortiiude was uot equal 
to so desperate a Situation ; aad it was^ 
with great concero, that the Count per* 
ceived her spirits graduatly g^viog place to. 
appreheosron. 

The wind had »ow shifted round, so as, 
oppose itself directly to their progress» 
wliich was considered as rather a fortunate 
event i for the Count though^ it would 
he better to return to the inn ; it being 
allowed by all, that uo chance reinained of 
reaching Appenzel that «ight, and it was 
doubtful whether, even if they should get 
SQ far, the small town of Geselbach would 
afford them accommodations equal tp what;. 
they could have at Utznach. 

Uacoojfortable as retrocessioa was.uad<^v 
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such circumstances, yet, ii bcing absp« 
lutely necessary, ihe party nvade up iheir 
minds to the expedient, and the carriage 
beiiig fortunatcly on a lillle piain which 
was broad enoiigh for the purpose, Philip 
dismounted, and by gentle usage induced 
the leadersto turn round; Ambrose's pair 
followed their example, and by degrees 
the eoach was got about ; not, however, 
M'ithout considerable difiieulty, onaccount 
of the stones, and boughs, with which the 
way was strewed. 

The Count d'esired'the post-boy to move 
on very slowly, which the latter did with 
great care ; but they had scarcely pro^ 
ceeded a quarter of a mile, beföre a vio- 
lent gust of wind, rushing between two 
mountains on their right, overturned a 
large pine; which, feUing straight across 
the road, put a complete stop lo their re^ 
treat. 

It was extrennely lucky that the horsea* 
were, at that inoment, so confined be^ 



tween two banks^ ihe road' having beeix 
cut wiib great labour through the base of 
a cräggy mass, that they could not possi- 
bly do auy injury to th€ carriagc. The 
suddenness of the accrdent, added to the 
Joud thunder and vivid lightnings whicb 
then accompanied the rain, so alarmed the; 

* 

Countess, that she feil into a deep swoon ; 
nor could all the exertions of the Count, 
and bis young companion, produce any 
Symptoms of restoration. 

The abrupt falling back of the leaders^ 
upon the middle pair, happened at a mo- 
ment wben Ambrose was in the midst of ar 
very fervent Application to the Virgin ; he 
had quitted bis reins, for the purpose of 
placing his hands in a supplicating posture^ 
when, being totally ofF bis guard, he wa» 
unborsed, and lighted with his Shoulder 
against a thorn-bush, that bordered the 
bank ön the left side of ihe road. 

The accident gave no one much un- 
easiness ; especially as it was not attended 
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mih any injury, and Aoibrose was about 
to remoiint bis beast, grumbliog about 
" travelling ai night nobody knew where ;" 
when the Count, judging it prudent to de- 
bar the pos^ibility of mischief^ caused all 
the horses to be loosed fi om the carriage. 

This being doxie, and the whole six given 
in Charge to Ambrose andthepo&t-boy, Pbi* 
lip, and Avril \tere deaired by tbe Count 
to shelter^^themselves wherever they couid» 

They aecordingly ^t in, as well as the 
Space allowcd, between the body of th« 
cg^rriag« and tbe box, throwiög the bam-- 
mer-cloth over their heads, and forming a 
eanopy, by no njeans to be despised' under 
auch unpropitious circjuitist^nces« 

Ambrose crept undet tbe bank> whera, 
h^e found a little hollow; whlle^his qom. 
panion^ who had frequently experienced 
i«uch bad usage froni the weaikö*, an^, 
who had, on perceivjng what was lii^ely. to. 
l)appen, taken many wise ßrecauti(>ps, not 
fiorgetting a soiall botile of good brandy^. 
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which he had stuck into his pocket, sat 
very conlentedly on his horse, and took 
care to avail himself of ' the provisioh wilh 
which he was supplied. 

The good lad, however, did not act in 
so sellish a inanner as, probably, Ambrose 
wöuld have done in a simiiar case ; but 
-with much kindhess invited his bruised 
compeer to partake of his supply. The 
latter was a little sore, and was compara- 
tively iti good quarters, but the invitatio» 
.was too agreeable to be neglected: be- 
tween them the little bottle soon gave upu 
the ghos't. 

By degrees %h6 violence of the storra 
subsTded, though it still blew very fresh. 
The wind was, however, serviceable in 
dispelling the clouds ; which, having dis- 
charged so much of their contents, were 
driven with considerable velocity back to 
their parent quarter. 

The moon, now rather past its füll, 
at times darted her beams through 
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tbe irregulär iiitervals, and oflered her 
welcome aid towards extricating the tra* 
vellers from the dilemaia in which ibey 
were so aukwardly placed. 

Aided by her light, Avril and Philip 
turned the coach once more round to its 
original direclion ; the horses were put to, 
and Ambrose, leaving the middle pair to 
foUow their leaders, assisted Philip ; who 
having Seen that all was right about the 
harness, preceded the coach, for the pur- 
pose of removing the various impediments 
which the storm had thrown iji the way. 

In this manner they advanced rather 
more than.a mile, surmounting many dif- 
ficulties, and «ot a little pleased to hear 
the clock of the litlle town of Geselbacb> 

■ 

when they were suddenlj accosted by a 
man on horseback, accompanied by four 
others on foot, who seemed, by their Com- 
ing from under a'huge imper.dinj:; rock, to 
have tak^n refuge there during the storm. 
They were all completely armed. 
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The horseman called to them to stop, 
and posted himself ia the middle of the 
road. Philip drew forth a pistol, and 
Ambrose endeavoured to do the same, but 
bis band shook so that he could not efTecC 
bis purpose. 

The Count threw open the coach door, 
and, followed by Robert, each taking a 
blunderbuss, ran forward to join Philip 
-and Ambrose. 

" You cannot proceed,'* said the horse* 
man. 

" We must, and will;" answered the 
Count, cocking his.piece, ** so stand out 
of the way, or take the consequence." 

** Sir," repeated the horseman, '* you 
cannot pass the riyer Thur, which is scarce 
a stone's throw before you ; the bridge is 
Tiow completely under water, arid the tor- 
rent runs with such excessive violence, 
that I fear, we shall find in the morning, 
the whüle building has been swept away.^ 
- This information was extremely unwel- 
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rome to the Count, who feared greatly for 
the consequences of so untoward a train 
ofaccidents. 

He, however, thanked the stranger for 
his kiiidness in waruing them of tlie acci- 
dent; and learning that his party, which 
appeared to consist of soldiers, were pro- 
ceeding towards Appenzel, requested to 
he informed whether he was acquainted 
with the country, and if he knew of ariy 
place where accommodations could bfe 
procured for his lady, whose Situation he 
described. 

The stranger said he was ti officer in 
the Turgaw cavalry, returning from Utz- 
nach with a small party of soldiers» who 
belonged to the same corps, but were dis- 
niounted, owing to their horses having been 
lamed in crossing the mountains, and that 
they had left them at Utznach : the officer 
Jcnew of no place whatever on that side 
the river, nearer than the last mentioued 
town, to which he was about to return^ 
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and rccomiriended to the Count to do the 
»ame; ofFering to accompany,^ and to givc 
all the assiatance bis tnen could render, in 
getting over that formidable bar to the pro- 
gressof the carriagCjalready mentioned, 

Utterly at a loss for a better alternative, 
the Count had just signiüed bis assent, 
when the barking of a dog led bim lo hope 
that sooie cottage at least was at band ': 
the bleating öf sbeep gave strength to the 
opinion, and made him anticipate the 
pleasure of seeing bis lady placed in a safe 
Situation, She had recovered a little, and 
was enquiring of Robert, who stood at the 
carriBge door, as to xh€. matter in agita- 
tion. 

At the desire of the officer, two of the 
party ascended the cHfF that stood a little. 
way out of the road, for the purpose of 
finding the shepherd; who was, no doubt, 
dose at band ; it being the custom never 
to quit their flocks däy br night ; on ac- 
,count of the number of wolves that infest. 

VOL. 1. I 
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all the couniries laying near the moun« 
tains ; in which, as well as ambns the 
deep ravines formed by ihe currents de- 
cending from them, those fcrocious ani- 
mals findabuhdant shelter. 

The tw.o soldiers had not.proceeded far, 
when ihe dog approaching them in a very 
bold mannen, and barking violently, the 
owner, w ho was afraid be would fly at 
ihem, called lo bim to eome in. The 
fiound of the old mans voice was, under 
the pressure of such -uncomforlable cir- 
cumstanceS; quiie a cördial tQ tlie Count, 
who Jo^ no time in acquainting the 
Counless with their good fortune. 

The shepherd could not be discerned 
for some time, tliough the soldiers heard 
bis voice, and were convinced he was dose 
at band ; at length enquiring where ibß 
devil he had concealcd himself, he. culled 
to them to advance towards the remains 
of an immense beech, which had lost all its 
foilage, and had only a few of the Jarger 
boughs remaining. 

■>\ 
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In the body öf this tree, which time had 
campletely excavated, ihe good old man 
had fixed a board, that served him for ä 
bench, whereon he sat, wrapped up iii a 
lai^e cloak, baving by bis side a strong 
pike. His dog's neck was armed tvith an 
Alpine coUaf, to secure bis ihrpat from 
the blies of Wolvesj with which the faithful 
ftnimal ofien had severe skirmishes, in de- 
fence of his master's Charge. 

" We have had but a haß night of- it, 
{nasters ;" said the shepherd. 

" Bad indeed," answered one the sol^ 
diers; "the river is terribly high, and roars 
like a bätterv." - 

" It does so, I see the the water is 
tolerably up ;" jejoined the shepherd. 

" Tolerably, do you call it; why, it is 
over the bridge, which I suppose it will 
soon carry away." 

"Oh! no ; this is nothing to what I 
have known it ; why, I onee saw it, let me 
see^p 'tis now füll sixty-two years ago, just 
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-before I was enrolled io the militia ; aye» 
I once saw it füll seven feet higher theo it 
h now. Carry away 4be 4>ridge 1 No, tiCH 
I warram you tbat will nevar faappen ; it 
ba3 stood Iwo bundred years, aod I doKk*t 
^e wby such a UUle ^.well as ilus sbould 
break it." 

** But, my goo3 föUow,^' said the sol* 
dier who bad before ^spokeo, ^' cai) you 
teil US where w« cao ^ JiQused fbr the 
night?" 

*^ Hpused ?" saki the shepherd, loob- 
lag at them attentively. 

" Yes ; ihere is a 4ady in a coach close 
under the ctiflT, who cannot get on te Gesel- 
bach^ any fuore than ourselves; sbe is very 
ill, and we are aaxious tp get her a shelter 
ibr the night." 

** Hb^v mtmy öf you afe there ?** 

** Wljy, that I can't <5xactly say, but I 
•i>elieve near a dozen." 
• -V* By St, Nichoias !* >aidjhe herd, " I 
küök not what we can do wiiU so many of 
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j^ ;- i^ iodeed, there had been but two| 
or three, why, perhaps, ihy Teresa, who 
is as good a soul as ever feU on b€r koees, 
mighf have been. able to do somi^tbing ; 
but to so many, we poör folks have not 
the p088ibl& means of giving assistance ; 
and after aU, 'tis bul a homely place/* 

The shepherd now rose from bis seat; 
and, Of dering bis dog to look after the fiöck> 
desired tbe soldiers towalk \ivith bim dowii^ 
Ae bank ; for bis eye» were none of tbe 
best, and be could not* desQcnd wijthottt. 
assistance. 

They soon got to the side of tbe, car- 
riage, where they found tbe öfficer sitting 
on the step> the door being open, tonvers* 
ing witb the Count, who was seated next 
bis lady: she was extremely ill, thougb 
perfectiy sensible. - 

Nothing cquld afFord the party niore 
real satisfaction than the certainty, now^ 
established, of being close to a friendly 
habitatioo. S^tne difficuhy, howeve/; ex* 

ir3 
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J&ted, as to the manner of gettirig tbe coacb 
near to the sbepberd's cottage ; for even 
the most favourable part of the acclivity 
\ras not, such as to proQiise much facility 
in gaining the piain above» 
. However, tbe officer having inspected 
wbat was described as the most favourable 
ascent, which the moon, now ranging 
through a cloudless region^ enabied bim to 
do with sufficient precision». he called to 
bis men, who speedily removed some large? 
stones that lay .in the track in which tha 
coach must proceed : in about t,en mi- 
«ütes tbe horses were remounted, and the 
earriage was^ though wich great difficulty,. 
dragged close up to ihe cottage. 

The shepherd, in the mean time, 
awakened bis ancient spo.use : who, on He- 
ing informed of the cause, quickly threw 
on her cloaths, and striking a Jight, njade 
a good fire. A large earthen vessel stood 
iq the corner, fuU of fine watier, which bad 
bcen recently drawn froiii a spring, spark- 
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Kng' with freshness and purity, that passed 
within a few yards of the dwelling. 

From ihis . a metal boiler was supplred ; 
and thatbeingsuspendedonacrook over the 
blazing logs, a /juarter of lamb, witfi some 
culinary herbs, were soon boiled down 
into an excellenj; mess; of which the whole 
party were partakers. 

The horses were put into an old out- 
hbuse, in which they couldnot do more 
than stand ;. as tQ provision^ that was ojat 
of the question, 

The Countess was put into the good 
Teresa's bed ; while such as could find 
room near ihe fire, made themselves as 
comfortable as the hospitable asylum 
adniitted : the Count distributed the 
little stock of wine, and other refresh- 
ments, he always carried in the seats of 
the cpach, as a rcsort nnder exigencies 
similar lo the present. 

All ihe fire-arn)s were brought in, the 
aoimunition carefully examined and dried^ 

1 4 
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and every precaution taken, in case of arv 
attack; which, however, the Caunfsparty 
did not much dread ; feeling, that, mxh 
so powerful a reinforcement, and with 
such an excellent stock of w^apons, it 

4 

would not be an easy thing to dislodge 
thetn, 

Bes}(les, they were within sight and hear- 
ing of a town, in which a large party of 
the Turgaw cavalry were quart^red for 
the night : it was trne, the bridge was not 
passable ; but that appeared of little mo«* 
ment, considering all the poiats in their 
favour. 

Solacing thems^lves with such comfort-. 
able reflections, and having appointed a 
proper relief öf two persons, who were ta 
sit up, in case of accident, the rest availed 
themselves of some straw that was found 
in a corner, and their cloalhs-being by 
this time tolerably dried, soon naanaged 
to snore away their fatigues, 

A quantity of wood»had been collected 



\jj the old cmiple for ftiel ; it had lain for 
some time ön the oulside of the cottage^. 
but on this eniergency was broaght iitto 
use; hovrever, h burnt bat badly, tbotrgh 
h made an immense rolume of smoke, 
whrch coukf scarce find its way np the 
littfe chimney. 

This occasibnefdf the two soldiers, to 
whose lot it harf falten ta waich dofing the 
first tvro hotnrs, to pat on a quantity to 
dry; they, in the mtran wJtile, took the 
benefit of their prpes, and relating their 
former explöits, for they had bötb serrcd 
m regioients that vvere ia the pay of Hol- 
land, . entirely forgot to remove such biU 
lets as gradualiy kindled. 

This unfortunate want of attention was 
aitemied with the most serious conse- 
quences. The flamea rushed up the chim- 
ney, where, reacbing animn^ense coliectioii 
of soot,which had, for years,been accümu- 
lating near its ^ummit, a most alai*ming 
conflagralion foUowed. 

^ 1 5 
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The sparks, the smoke, and the stencb,. 
soon recalled ihe narratora to their duty :. 
they were alarmed, änd, by their vocifera- 
tions, awakened their sleeping associates. 
The door was thrown open, whereby the 
draughtofair being. increas^d, the exte- 
rior of the chimneypoured forth a volume- 
of flame, formiog a diannutive volcäno. 

At this time, the Cöunt and bis lady 
M-ere in a small room, where stood the bed^ 
if it migbt be so called, with whicb they 
had been accommodated by the kind- 
hearted Teresa; who häd ^one up into a 
kind of löft, to repose oa some rubbisb^* 
that had lain in a coroer for near half a 
Century. 

. Teresa did not spare her lungs whea 
she perceived the danger to which, not 
only her house, but her peijson was ex- 
posed ; fearing, however to go dowa 
stairs into the kitchen, whfere the mischief 
originated, she opened a casement at the 
end of the building, and, with raore agi- 
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lity than could be'expected at her years, 
jumped upon ihe tpp of the coach, wbich 
was drawn up to that part, and in a few 
moments was completely clear of the ap-^ 
prehended injury.' 

The cessation of her cries at the head of 
the stairs, attracied the notice of PhiHp, 
who ran up, and was,; for a little whil^, in 
doubt as to the old woman's fale, until he 
heard herbelow, bewailing the loss she was 
about tö suslain. He then, with great 
pres^nce of mind, snatched up two or 
three mugs and vessels capable 6f contain- 
iog vvater, and following the cid lady' 
route, soon re-appeared among his com- 
panions ; animaiing ihem by'his example, 
and, aiding Avril, who, wiih wondrous in- 
trepidity and nimbleness, ascended to the 
top of the thatch, and dislribuled the waler 
with so much judgment indeed, that, in 
a quajrter of an hour, the building was out 
of danger. 

On the first alarm, Robert had flown ta 

16^ 
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tbe assistance of tbe Count aud bis ladj.. 
The window of tbeir appartment bad a 
sbutter perforatejd witb small boles to ad- 
mit tbe ßxr : tbroogh these he soon waked 
tbe noble couple; wbo, letting down tbe 
sbutter, easily made tbeir esci^pe froin tbe^ 
inferior. 

Nor was tbe officer wanting in tfaose 
polite attentioDS due to tbe fair sex, any. 
more than in tbe display of bis activity 
and judgment. He arranged bis men in 
such a manner as to insure a regulär sup- 
ply from tbe spring; witbout wluch it would 
not have been possible to quench tbe 
flamesy tbat^ at va^ious times, appearedin 
tliat part of tbe tbatch wbicb received 
tbe laraer flakes of burninjos soot throwiv 
oüt at ihe cbimney top. 

When the fire first broke out, Ambrose 
was so fast asleep, tbat it was witb tbe 
greatest difBcuhy bis brother of tbe»wbip 
could rouse bim; it is true he waked ; but 
wbetber from üätigue, or fear^ he was so 
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eompletely unable to asaist in subduiag the- 
fiames» that the ofßcer got rid of him by 
sending"bim to get the horses out of tbe 
but in whtcb tbcy wer© sbeltered 

Tbe sigbt of the sparks, and the roai^ 
kig of the ehimney, which in that respect 
vied witb the foaming torrent below t&em, . 
had such a» efifect on the cattle, that not 
one wotild stir ; nor, indoed; wa& it ani 
casy thing to extricate thi^nfi, they belog 
wedged in so closely, that not hii^ but the 
fdrcible extraction of that horse which 
atood imiuediately oppoeite to tbe narrow 
door-way,. through which they had with 
difficulty entereä, could efieet their liberal 
tion. 

Ambrose left them %q their fate; he 
yawning, and stacing, at the unlucky dis« 
aeter, which had deprived him of an ex- 
cellent nap. Atthough several sparks feil 
on the building contaiQtng tbe cattle,. he 
took no noeasures to prevent its destruc- 
tion ; which would certainiy have taken 



rSS THE nOMTNIflA^r 

place bucfor the exerrions of the brave^ 
Philip ; who^ with bis one band, perforoied 
wonder^. . 

Tbe stortn bad, bowever, been of in» 
finite Service in wetting tbe tbatcbes so 
mucb, as to cause ibeir resisting the fircf 
inuch better than could have been tbe 
case had they been dry; when probably 
they would have caught like tinder, and 
bave t^n completely in a blaze before tb& 
rnbabitants could have got out of the 
house. 

It did not require rauch time, afier the 
danger was past, to restore hilarity^ and 
to replaceall the party nearly in the situa 
tion they vvcre when the accident was 
. first discovered : they resumed their posts, 
and, with the remaining envbers, lighted a 
fire, which was, howeyer, kept within mo- 
derate bounds ; though the chiinney bcing 

« 

entirely cleared by tbe conflagration, little 
was to be feared of repeating the mis- 
cbief. 
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Philip and Avril were now oh. the 
watch; the veteran deliberately smokiag,. 
his pipe, while Avril wa« giving him 
more insight into the character of Am- 
brose; with which the yeteraa was higHly , 
(leligbted. The Countess, whose delicate 
n^rves were completely disordered by ihe 
occurrences of the preceding hours, feit 
so much incommoded by tliat witti 
which Philip on ihe contrary was agreeably 
refresbed, that sbe tapped at ihe ihia 
partiiion, and requested him to direct 
the fumes more immediately up the chim- 
ney. 

The old soldier apologised for bis 
thougbtless conduct; but, being extremely 
ynwilling to forego his pleasure, and 
observing it was a very fine night, pro- 
posed to Avril, that they should take a 
' walk outside the cottage. 

This was agreed to by the sociable 
African, and they promenaded along its 
front, backwards and forwards, in low 



164 , THE DOM IN IC AK :? 

t 

eonversation ; fearful of disturbing those 
who were asieep. 

While they thus amused themselves, 
the sound of niany horses* feet was hear^ 
proceeding at a round ti^ot along the road 
they had come from Utznach ; the norse 
was evidently approaching, and the con« 
versation of many persona was audrbly 
distinguished. 

The cavalcade had passed under the 
bank, wbere the coach had been stopped 
by the officer, and tbe whqle^ amounticg 
to fourteerf horsetneny went forward to- 
warcjs the bridge ; which, though npt so 
rfeeply iramersed as it had been a few 
hoars before, was, nevertheless, in such a 
atate as not to be crossed, without immi'^ 
netit danger. 

** They cannot have passed aver," said 
their Icader/ 

**Tbere is no saying ; they have gone »t 
a grcat rate;'* answered one, who appeared 
to bear a secondary rank. 
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" Clmunet," excjaimed thc first wba 
kadspoken, ** ride on, and try ibe ckpth of 
water on the bridge." 

The m^n who was addressed instantly 
obeyed ; he spurred bis horse, whicb 
seemed ta be füll of fire, aad in a^ mo- 
menl dasbed intp the water, tliat was 
running over the bridge. 

He with difficuUy escaped the daager ; 
bis cliarger was nearly carried away by 
the violence af the curreai, and he would 
assuredly bave been hurried over the little 
remaißs of parapet^ had not tlie animal . 
spun round on bis bind legs, and, making 
a rear,.tbTOwn bimsdlf on bis side, 

The eavaKers joined in a bearty laugb 
at the misliap of Chftunet, who söoa 
regained bis seat,' and uttering many 
blaspheovies against the bridge, tbe water, 
and bis companions, a,t length s(U)sid€d 
into silent attention« 

** Ca^aip/' sai4 tb? soqood in Qom^ 
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niand, " it is iinpossible ihey can have 
crossed ihe bridge." 

"Which way can ihey have gone, 
Reignier ?"' 

'' There appears to be a road along ihe 
banks of the rivfir ; possibly they may have 
proceeded that way, uoder the expecta- 
tion of get titig over at the great arch of ' 
Leichensteng : let us lose no time in follow- 
ing ; we have not more.than two hours*. 
before the day will break, * and frustrate, 
our intemions.'* 

They accordingly>moved onata round 
trot, following the course of the river for - 
about two or ihree hundred yards, when.^ 
the captain stopped .short^ obserying» 
there wäsno track of a wheel to be seen, 
and that he was confident they wcre over- 
sbooting their.mark." 

It was so true, that, all perceived tbe- 
force of bis Observation : tbeyjost no time. 
JÄ. wheeling about, and. returjned to- iha 
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bridge ;, where they again debated, as ta 
tbe possibility pf thecarriage having got 
over, before the water liad risen : but that 
was soon overruled ; their accurate tnow- 
ledge of the country satisfied them thajt 
the river had been even higher. 

" How far did you see the track of the 
wheelsj Reignier?" 

"I think captain, , they go down to the 
bridge." 

'^I<et one ot twodismount, and e^^amiae. 
oarefully. 

This was accordingly done : the track 
was 80on discovered to have deviated. 
from the road ; andit was clear,. to thpse 
who searched for it, that thq cöach had. 
gone up the bank. 

Such an opinion was received with some- 
derision ; for it did not appear very pro- 
bable that the coach could be c]ragged up. 
so steep an ascent. The pertinaciousneös 
qC the 4ien who bad disnjQunted wa3|. 
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however, such as to occasion ßeignier to- 
follow tbeir example. 

He examined wtth great attention, and: 
in a rainute Gonfirmed tbe report whicb 
had been made. 

In the mean wliile Avril had ronsed his 
mastelr, wha lost no time in making ar- 
rangements for a most obstinate defence. 
The number, the time of night, and the- 
expressions wbich had been overheard by. 
those on thewatch; were stifficient tocon- 
4rn9 those Bii9(Hciona wfaicb tbeir genera^' 
and individual appMrance could not faiL 
to create. 

Their capteki was moanted on a black 
horse ; his saddte bows were farnished 
with holsters; he had ön a complete 
bussar dress, with a cloak of the same, 
apparently dark green, stuff. His head 
was secured under a compact helmet, of^a 
ifuU black ; and over bis Shoulder was a. 
bCQ^d belt of black lealher ; by which,wa$., 
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"suspended a formidable s\vord| such äs 
r€iquired more tban ordiuary powers U> 
aianage.^ 

His second in coofimand bore nearly the 
saine appearaoce; but his horse was of a 
•chesnut cblour, and he carried a short 
pike, iiTaddition to ihe other arms already 
«nuaierated. 

The rest of the parly werc clad in 
dark colours; though not exactly of the 
sa'me fashion : they wer« each furntshed 
with sword, carbino, and pistols. 

It was cemarkable, that nothihg 
bright, nor which eould reflect any light, 
appeared in any part df th^ir d^esses or 
accoutrcfnents: the handies of tfaeir 
swords were of browned iron, and all 
tbeir hprses were of a vfry d^rk 'colo.ur j 
excepting that of the second-in-couimand, 
Heignier. 

This description was givcn by Philip, 
who, leaving Avril at the door conver&ing 
with his master> reconnoitred froui beliind 
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an extensive ledge of rock, that almost 
touched the Collage. When he found the 
track öf the carriage was ascertained^ he 
returned within : t^e dbor being shut 
with as little noise, as it'« rüde construc- 
tion would allow, the Count arranged tbe 
whole plan of defence in a very concise 
manner, 

The officer, with iwo of his men, be- 
ing armed with carabiries, were to de- 
fencl the principal post, namely, the en- 
trance ; while tlie Count and Robert, with 
their blunderbusses, and a soldier, with his 
ärms, were staiioned at the window m 
the bed-room ; the posiillion, and one of 
the soldiers, each having a pistol, and the 
latter bis carabine and sword, were to de* 
fend a little wicket, which led out the 
back way, towards the Stahles. 
The Countess and Teresa were sent up 
^^ stairs ; where Philip, Avril, and Anibrose, 
provided with two pistols, a blunderbuss, 
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«nd two' swords, were to prevent any at- 
tempts at escalade. 

, Poor Ambrose was nursed by Teresa.,- 
who, judging frorn the chattering of bis 
teeth, thal, he was taken ill of an ague, 
covered hitn, as well as she could, with 
her Petticoats, strongly ürging that he 
should recommend himself to St. Ni- 
cholas. 

Such adaioiiition was, however, per- 
. fectly superfluous ; for her terrified pa^ 
tient had long before chopped to pieecs 
^ sonie hundred of aves, and .credos; in 
which he used always to confide, wheneVer 
,lhe saiallest probability appeared of hi? 
undergoing the most trifling pain. 

It was peculiarly fortunale, that,-.SQ 
soon as the fire broke out, the sheep took 
fright, and ran at speed down into a 
neighbouring valley; where, there happen- 
ing to be good feed, the cottager ihought 
he might as well allow thei» to graze tili 
the morning. 
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This was the posture of affairs, wtem 
theCaptain and Reignier were seen to 
ascend from the road, to the level on 

* which the cottage stood : the rest of the 
troop remained below. After a littte 
conversation in a low tone, which could 
not be heard by those in the house^ Reig** 
nier dismounted, and wrapping his cloak 
aboui him» advanced witb a cautious step 
töwards the cottage, at times stoppiiig to 
listen. 

Hearing no noise, and no one appearing, 
he came forward to the window ; but, as 

^all were perfeclly silenl, änd he could se« 
nothing thfough the apertures in the shut* 
ter, he returned to the captain, who 
alighting from bis horse, and giving-it, with 
that of his second, in charge to one of bis 
men, the two advanced towards the cot- 
tage, seemingty'with much precaulion. 

After lislening fora while, and often 
peeping ihrough the shutier, they were 
libout to retire, as though disappointed in 
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their search, when one of tbe trooper's 
horises happening taneigh, it was answer- 
ed by those in the out-house ; which, hav- 
ing received no fodder, were extremely un* - 
easy, and now became as restless as their 
cramped limbs permitted. 

The Captain stopped ; when Reignier 
touching him on the Shoulder, and point- 
ing to the place whence the sound pro- 
ceeded, they walked on tip-toe towards 
the temporary stable. 

In turniDg the corner, the first object 
that presented itself to their view was the 
coach, which, as before observed, had 
been drawn round to the gable end, where 
it could not be seen from the front ; nor 
could the track of the wheels be discerned, 
on account of the ihick coating of grass 
every where argund, except on a little 
half-bealen track, made by those few who 
occasionally went to and froyri the cot- 

■ 

tage. 

" Aha!' Said the captain, stopping 

VOL. I. K 
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sborti and preventing Reignier from goiitg 
fuFther, ** so ; we havg^them safe." 

^' Excellent, indeed ;** ariswered Reig- 
nier, " ihis Storni has put theoi coni- 
pletely in our power ; I refiUy began to 
fear he would have escaped/' 

" The height of the river is in our fa- 
vour too ; for, though it is falling fast, I 
trust we shall have finished our business 
before the bridge becomes passable; sothat 
no aid can come to them from the town. 

" How do you purpose to gain admit- 
tance ?" said Reignier. 

" By force ; we are fourteen to four and 
a half; and though we should lose one or 
two on such an occasion, the objeet is too 
iniportant to allow such considerations to 
overrule the attempt." 

" Pardon me, captain, I think we had 
better have recourse to stralagem: if we 
were to order two of the party to take 
care of the horses, while two more should 
come to the door, and beg for a light to 
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repair a carriage, the rest could. remain 
bid bebind the end o£ the house, and be 
admitted at a favourable niöment by the 
first who had entered." 

The captain paused ; he seemed to con- 
sider the proposal. 

" Besides," added Reignier, " it would 
afford US the.means of acting both with 
more effect, and more security." 

" We will do so, Reignier: let us ar- 
range the party accordingly." 

They retired, in order to put theirpro- 
ject in execution : in the mean while the 
Count tutored Teresa as to the answers 
she should give froni the window of the 
loft, when the banditti should coinmence 
their Operations. 

The soldier,who was in the bed Chamber 
was withdrawn into the kitchen, where it 
was obvious the principal attack would be 
made; for, as yet, ihe back wicket had 
not been discoyered ; and at all events,^ if 
the assailants should endeavour to force it, 
•no diffictilty would arise in opposing them ; * 

K S 
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it being an outlet from the kitcheiii in 
which there were no less than six men well 
arnied. 

In a few oiinutes, the captain and Reig- 
nier wcre seen ascending to the \evek 
Reignier, to prevent su$piciony gave bis 
pike to one df the men, who followed in 
.two parties of fiveeach: tbese filed ofF.; 
one party going to the right, the olher to 
the left end. A whisile was to be the sign 
for their appearance at the door. 

The men having thus taken post, 'the 
captain apd ^Reignier advauced toward^ 
the door, at' which they knocked. No 
answer was given; again tliey knocked, 
but with no efFect. Reignier ihen banged 
with his fist against the window^shutter. ' 

Robert was eager to firc, as he could 
not fail of killing; but the Count rebuked 
iiim for his intemperance, and pulled him 
away from the window. 

Finding no answer was given, Reignier 
called, in rather a mild, supplicating man- 
begging for assistance. 



Teresa, ia a trembliag tone, enquired' 
** who was there ?" 

Reignier, Coming round to tbe end where ' 
the winddw. stood, from whicb Teresa 
' had niade tbe enquiry> iß amost u^inuat- 
ißg application to her feelings, urged her 
to favour him with a Üght,. to enable bis 
tying up part of a macbine that had 
broken dowa in the roed ander the bauk« 

** Go to^the door," answered the old 
ivoman ; I will just slip ob my petticoat^ 
and give you all the assistance in my. 
power." \ 

She accordingly descended, ^'hile the 
captain and lleignier went to the^ door, 
behind which ihe officer and three of bis 
soldiers stood : the poslillion ascending. 
to be fast asleep on the ladder used foc 
the loft, and behind him the fourth 
soldier was concealed^ 

Teresa opened the door ; the captain 
and his jäecond entered with confidencej, 
but, no sooner were they entered withifti 

K 3 
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tbe kiteben, tban tbeofficerand bis three 
nien slapped to tbe door, wbich waa in- 
stantly barred ; wbile the post-boy and tbe 
fourtb soldier suddenly appeared in froot 
of tbe cbiefs; wbo were completely sur- 
prised. 

Naturally concluding tbe afiairwould 
not be terrainated witbout bloodshed, 
and tbinking ber life, old as sbe was, 
too val nable to be tbrown away, the 
aged bostess made tbe best of ber way to * 
tbe ladder, up wbicb ^e endeavoured to 
crawl; but, notwitbstanding ber eapoest 
läpplications to St. Nicbolas, it k probable 
her purpose would not bave been efFected 
witbout tbe aid of Avril, wbo, takiog ber 
by tbe arm, fairly pulled her up from tbe 
kiteben into the loft. 

Reignier was tbe first wbo recovered bis 
surprise, and with tbe niost consummate 
impudence, enquired as to tbe cause of so 
Strange a proceeding. The captain ap- 
peared far more agitated ; bis eounte- 
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nance indicated the tnost viliainous inten- 
tions : he drew forth a pistol, but his arm 
being seized by ihe officer, one of the^ 
soldiers wresled ihe weapon from bis- 
band. 

Förtunately, the pislpl w:as not cocked,. 
whence it was not in the power of the 
rufEan to discharge it. 

Thuä situatedy despair drove the cap- 
tain and his companion to every cxeriion: 
they struggled, and were vociferous ; but, 
inthemoment of difficulty, eilher forgot, 
or could not produce, the signal by which' 
their ofien were to be guided. 

A violent contest arose. The great ob- 
jecl of the Count's party, was to bind their 
.prisoners with the cords belonging to a^ 
sinall fishing net, that was thrown over a 
beam; but at the same tiine to avoid firing, 
lest the rest of the banditti should be: 
alarmed^ and come to the attack. ' 

AI though* every precaution was used, 
yet the uproar was such, as to attract the.* 
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uoüce of that parly wbich was concealcd 
at the gaUe where ihc coach stood : ibey 
quitted tbeir post, and, running to the 
front, were soon apprised of the situatioa 
of their leaders. 

Tbe otber party was not dilatory in 
joining their companions, and the whole 
prcssed with such violence against the 
door, as to wrench the hinges ; bat the 
streng bar, wbich remained firm to its 
duty, prevented their entrance. 

Some of them, finding tbe difficulty of 
forcing their way in that quarter, ran back 
to the gable ; thinking, by mounting on the 
coach-box, to get in at the window. Tho 
of them accordingly ascendcd.to the roof 
of the caniage, and were struggling wbich 
should get in first, wben Avril discharged 
bis blundcrbuss, and both the robbers were 
precipitated to the ground. 

Another, however, made a bold attempt 
to force his way ; he behaved w ith such 
bravery, as, in a better cause, would have 
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entitled him to honourable disliacüon. . 
Philip was prepared for bis reception ; : 
and finding that a pistol ball in tbe 
Shoulder did not deter the daring villain, 
drew forth bis sword/and buried it up to 
the hilt in bis breast. 

Tbe man feil lifeless; but in the agony 
of-cteath discharged a pistol he bad in bis 
band) wbich, missingrtbe vcteran, grazed' 
the skull of thetafFrighted Ambrose, wbo 
bad concealed bimself behind bis mis- 
tress, whose exhortations could not pre- 
vail upon bimao act as became a man. 

Ambrose uttered the niost piercing : 
cries ; wben,^ as he bad just raised bis. 
bead Jn a learful manner, over the Coun- 
tess's Shoulder,, he received the reward of 
bis cowardice. He feil senseless, more 
with fright than hurt, to the floor; whcre 
tbe' kind-hearted Teresa began to cbafe 
bis temples, and recomm^nded him, nvith - 
unceasing zeal, Xo her favouri.te saint* 

The engagemeot now became genecal} 
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the banditti fired through tbe small open- 
ing made in the door-way, by the failure 
of the hinges, while others tore down the 
sbutter from the outside of the bed-room 
window. 

The Count and Robert made a fine 
resistance, but they ha4 not to deal with 
cowards; and were very hard pressed, ii> 
consequence of the arrival of the iwo 
men who had Charge of the horses : these, 
hearing the firing, concluded the enter- 
prise was attended with unforeseen diffi- 
culty, and^.bastening to join their comrades, 
lent their aid to the party at the window, 

' judging it mosfe likely to succeed. 

The officer 'was severely wounded by a 
stitetto, wbich the eaptain had contrived 
to draw from bis girdle, and one of bis 
inen hadreceived considerable injury from 
a load of slugs directed in at the window, 
but which fortunately had missed its brave 
defender ; save one or two that bad 

"^ Struck upon Robertos sboiilder, dose by 
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wbose neck the Charge had passed, tear- 
ing away the cape of his coat, and burn- 
ing bis cravat. 

^ Such was the Opposition made to those: 
who endeavoured' to secure the captain 
and Reignier, that Avril thought it neces- 
sary to descend the ladder« He had no 

, sooner arrived at its foot) than he was 
seriously engaged with the former, who, . 
being remarkably robust, had succeededin 
extricating himself from the two by whom 
he was opposed : he was about to rush 
into the bed Chamber, to fall on the bactc 
of the Count, wbose voice was distinctly^ 
beard, when direciing Robert in their de- 
fence of the window. . 

At tbjs critical moment, the African, 
alighting at the foot of the steps, had only. 
time to seize the cloak (^ the captain, 
who .had already half entered the inner 
apartment, when the latter, turning : 
round, raised his band, with the intention 
to cut Avril down ; but the floor of the*.; 
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lofi being veiy low, arrested the progres» 
of his sword, so &s to give tiine for Avril 
10 knock hiiD down wiih the J>titt-eQd of 
his blunderbuss, wbieb he was l«arful of 
discharging, as the caplaia stood in ihe 
direction that must have prored fatal to 
the Count and Robert, had the trigger 
been drawn. 

Notwilhsianding this vigorousresistauce, 
it was doubtful to which side victory woutd 
ultiioately have givea the palm, wheo the 
assailants withoul wei-e suddenly alarmed 
by the blowing of a born, «ithiii a very 
Ihtle distaoce ; the sound sceined to come 
Irom ihe vicinity uf the bridge, and in 
half a minule was answered by oiie in the 
lown, of which the bell rang a sonorous 
peeL 

Tbey knew the latter to be the signat 
«f idarm; and jut^bg that it could not 
be very long before the whote coontry 
vrould be in pursuit of thera, desisted 
isom ihe attack : ' running to their borses. 
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tbey mounted the fieetest of them, and 
gaUapped oiF; leaving tbeir leaders in the ' 
lurch, andfive of their coniradea dead o^-^ 
disabled. «; 

It bappened, that the shepberd, heariog;! 
the firing, and being anxtotts to leam the 
cause, as well as to see bis good Tere^a 
afier the disaster of.the cbininey> bad leffe 
bis dog to guard the flock,, and ran up to 
the little piain, where bis cottage stood. 

Ile bad, in passing, seen the horaes all: 
loose, and without any persop to loeo^k 
after tbera; this exclted su^picioB^ bi*i, 
wben he came within sight of his little- 
tenenrent, and belield the siege, he ran, 
unperceived, to his hoUow tree, whence 
he blew his hörn ; sounding tlie signal oC 
alarm, and continuing it until answered 
by the trunipet of the <eavalry m tfae 
town ; >¥hen he changed to the signal for 
inounting ; which, as he bad served in tbe 
militia, was perfectly familiär to hun. 

The old man sat snug in bis biding* 
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place, while the robbers were going off; 
after which he lost no tiraein returniog to 
his home^where he knocked repeatedly, be- 
fore the least notice was taken : at one 
time, indeed/he had nearly fallen a sacri- 
fice to the resentment of one of the sol- 
diers ; vvho, irricated by the wound given 
to his officer, frotn whose sid€ the blood 
flowed copiously, had levelled his carabine 
tbrough the interval at the side of the 
doofi and would certainly have shot him, 
had not one of his comrades, recoUecting 
the shepherd's voice, tiniously caused him 
to desist. 

Finding that nobody would open ^the 
door, against which the officer lay re- 
clined, the shepherd went round to the 
window, and called to Teresa ; who gladly 
answered him, and. was delighted to learn 
that the town's^people were alarmed^ and 
that the banditti had fled. 

" But/' Said the old man, " you have 
,sent some of tliem to their long hoofies." 
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" How 'many of the villains have we 
kiiled ?" asked the good wonian. 

" How many havej^ow kiiled ?" said the 
husband, laughing ; " why, here's one, 
two, three, four, as stifF as iny crook ; 
and another, that seems as thougb he 
would have no need of a halten." 

" Jesu, Maria !"exclaiaied iheold lady, 
*^ I am glad of it ; but» lack-a-daisy, that's 
nothing to what there have been. There 
were at least two hundred of them, little 
abd big;." 

Teresa ran down, telling her husband to 
go to the w^icket at the back of the cot- 
tage, where she soon made her appear- 
ance ; . taking especial care to fasten the 
wicket well, in case the two hundred 
rogues shoul<l return. 

The interior presented a scene truly 
distressing: in the kitchen lay theofficer^ 
dangerously wounded by the stiletlo, with 
one of bis men, who had received the 
greater part oS a round of slugs. The 
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faired postillion had a bat! tbrougb the 
calf of bis leg, and a sl^bt ctit froui a 
sword on bis Shoulder. Tbe lad's beha^ 
viour had been highly praise-worthy. 

Within ibe bcd-chamber ihe captain, 
on bis täce, lay seoselessi but wiih bis 
arms tied bebind bim; for tbe tnoment 
ÄVB'il saw bim fall, be lost no thiie in se- 
euring Imn wilb^ bia own bandkerchief. 
Ctose b'y the captain waa Reignier, tred - 
baad bihI foot, and covered Mitb wounds. 

What affecied- the sbepherd mo&t, was • 
the melancboly Situation- of tbe Couut, 
wlio was on the bed, a sliot fiom a ca- 
rabine baving entered beneatb the Joint . 
of bis left Shoulder, under tbe blade of. 
which it remained lodged. . 

Tbe Countess was in bysteiics, by Vnnis 
laughing and crying ; wbile the gaflant 
llobert baving, with the aid of Avril 
stripped ibe cloaths off the Count, had 
applied dossils and bandages made of 
bis sliiri. He was so fortunate as to 
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stop tbe effusion of blöod, which hacfc 
been so great as to cause tbeCouiat to. lay 
for somc mfawtes perfectly scnseless« 

Philif^ and one of the soldiersi. had^ 
given all ihe aid ia theif power to the 
officer; and to tbe wounded. troaper, while 
another had attended u> the pos&illion^^ 
who now feeling that bis own wound&r 
were not dangerous^ had hobbled »p ta, 
tbe fire-side; whefe^ sitting om a hag of 
^ood^ be was endeavoaring ta rekindle 
the fire, while one of the troopers wenir 
to the spring-lö U'ing sorne.water^ 

Grievoujs as was the Situation of tbe^ 
County he bore tbe misfortune like a hero -- 
Robert was delighted witb bis foriitücle>. 
nor did either the officer, the soldier, or 
tbe post-boy cxpress their pain^ by la- 
nientalions ; ihe only person who gave 
vent to hisfeelings, was Ambrose, whose 
cries and disinal howlings njight be hearcfe 
down, at the bridge. 

Tlie water had now subsrded, and ihst 
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sbepherd running down into the roa# 
mounteil one of the horses he foundf' 
straying about, and driving the otbers up 
to the level^ he set off at füll speed into 
the town, for a surgeon. He was met in 
bis way by a party of the Turgaw cavalry, 
td wbom he briefly stated the circumstan- 
ces, urging tlietn ta pursue the bandilti y 
whQse route he pointed out. 

The surgeon of the regiment immedi*^ 
ately repaired lo th'e shepherd's cottage, 
and, with the assistance of some of the 
newly arrived troopers, did every thing 
the Situation of the sufferers immediately 
demanded. He sent into the town for 
litters, tp convey the Count, the oificer, 
' and the soldier, while the coach was got 
ready lo. carry those who could bear its^ 
motion. 

Owing to the confusionj and to the at>- 
tention necessary to be paid to the Count's 
party, the wounded banditti were left to. 
the last moment ; when it being necessary . 
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to remove those who were in, and about 
the hou3e, Philip assisted in throwing tiie- 
bodies upon ,a cart, which was brought 
for (bat purpose. 

The second in command, Reignier, was^ 
chained to the cart's tail, bis arms pinion- 
ed bebind^ and manacles on bis wrists. 
The captain was about to be thrown wiih. 
the dead nien upoa the cart, when tlie 
siirgeon^ perceiving some signs of life, 
breathed a vein, which in a few minutes 
so far recovered bim, that he looked 
wildly around, and, in a tremulous tone^ 
asked for a little water. 

AU the party, except Philip, the sur* 
^eon, and one of the troopers, who was 
holding up the captain, and was to drive 
the cart into the town, had proceeded 
with the coach and the litlers. Phili(> 
therefore took a small mug, which stood 
near the chimney, and ran to the spring ; 
for the veteran's heart was ever opeiv 
10 the commiseration of a fallen eneray ! 
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He lost no time in returning with ihe 
ivater, and was about to apply it to ihe 
Gaptain's Ups» wben the lauer, eager lo^ 
receive the preciöus boo% raised' hb 
heacL 

" Göod Heavena !" exclaimed Philip, as 
he recognised tlie features o£. bis officer^. 
the Cbevalief Su Hil«ire t 

The ailrpcise aod^ horroc of . auch a-dis« 
Qovery,. operaied fofcibly on the mind o£ 
the Veteran ; wbo would . willingly have 
doubted the truth of^wbat bis eyes hadl 
discovered ; bat the tnore he looked, the 
more completely was he coQvinced, tbat 
the Chief of the bandUti, was ne otber 
than hijs ci-deyant captain. 

Ue was completely coQÜrmed in the- 
certainty of the facl^ when on laking ofF 
the vest of.the chief, nIic perceived the 
scar of that wound which had disabled the 
Ghevalier de St IlUaire, when Phili|>» 
Standing forward, had allowed bim time 
tQ, retr^at from the ^ desperate attack 
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wade %y*an English «ailor ; who had, wiih 
olhers of that Rfttion, just^ot possession 
•^öf ihe poop. 

Itis noteasy to express what Philip feit 
-from tbis discovery ; be was divided be- 
tween cotnpassion, and professional pride. 

He reflected, ihät, by making himself 
^linown to the Chevalier, the latter might 
derive important Services, or at least 
much consolation, from the presence of 
-an old fellow soldier ; while, on the other 
band, be was be was withheld from the 
disctosure, «by the idea of acknowledging 
any former acquaintance witb a man, who 
ni that moment appeared to be a bardened 
villain. 

Philip perceived that be was notrecog* 
Tiised by bis officer: for, what witb the 
"Changc of dress, the pressure of many 
years added to his age, and ihe circum- 
stances under whicb be then appeared, / 
it was not easy for any one ta discover 
him ; especially a person wbose whol« 
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attention was necessarily turned towards 
his owQ desperate sitoatioo. 

Considering that no immediate beoefit 
could result from tbe avowal, and that 
time would give bim tbe fairest oppor(u^ 
nity of becoming more acquaioted with tbe 
particulars, as also with tbe views of tbe 
Chevalier, Philip resolved to keep his own 
counsel, but diligently to watcli all tbe 
s^ctions, and tbe expressions of tbe chief. 

With this view, as weil as in obedience 
to tbe dictates of his h^art, tbe Vete- 
ran attached birnself to tbe captain ; and, 
coilecting all tbe straw he could find 
about ihe cottage, made the place, where 
he was laid on ihe cart, as soft and easy : 
as the means would allow. \ 

He attended the cart to, the prison : 
therc, with the aid of tbe proper officers, 
he contrived to carry the Chevalier on a 
kind of hier, vvith so little jolting, as to 
cause hiui very liille uneasiness, äs the 
latter afterwards acknovvledged. 
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The Chevalier was put into a hospUaU 
H-ard of the prisoo, where Philip, after see- 
ing that every thing proper had been done 
towards his comfort, reüred for the pur- 
pbse of visiting his benefaclor, and of 
rendering any aid io his po\Ver to Robert 
and Ambrose. 

Philip did not fail to call in bis way 
at the house where the wounded lieute- 
nant was quartered : he foutid the soldiers 
of the Company to which that brave man 
was attached; extremely concerned for 
bis misfortune. The stab given by Reig- 
Dier had penetrated to such a depth, and 
was in so dangerous a part, that the sur- 
geon would not venture to pronounce as 
to the resült ; but had strictly forbidden 
all intercourse on any subject whatever ; 
relying more onthe effects ofrest, and an 
easy mind, than on any professional skilL 

On arriving at the house of Monsieur 
Pierard, a manufacturer of niuslins, who, 
in the kindest manner, had put his own 
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family to some iaconveDieDce, to afford ac^ 
commodation to the CooDt aod Robert ; 
evcry face iodicated the expected issue of 
'tbe Couni's woand. Tbe old soldier bad» 
however, the satisfaction to leara, tbat 
tiothing had been decided by the surgeon, 
^hoy^ until tbe ball eould be extracted, 
did not feel warranted in speaking as to 
tbe extent of tbe injury sustained. A 
horseman was gone to Appenzel, for an 
expert Operator, wbo, it was expected, 
would arrive in less tban an bonr. 

Tbe wounded trooper, the postillion, 
and Ambrose, were all in tbe town infir« 
«lary; whither Philip went, with an 
aching bearu He was met by Avril, who 
bad been for some medicine, and was 
in such a hurry, tbat^ he took but little 
notice of bis box companion. 

Nor did Philip attempt to detain him ; 
but passed on, with a steady pace,^to visit 
the unfortunate sufferers. Ilis counte- 
nance beamed with pleasure, on finding 
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tlie trooper lik^ly to do well ; and that the 
boy W-&S assured by the' surgeon, that in 
len days he would be completely re- 
CDvered. 

It required no search to find Ambrosei 
wh08e moenings 'fierved as an index to 
bis Situation. The veteran öndeavoured 
to get a Uttle conversation with him ; but, 
finding bis .kind enquirres were änswered 
oilly fcy melancholy howlings, he left the 
ward, and4*eturned to the prison. 

There he made numberless enquiries, as 
to the name bf Ihe chief ; carefully sup- 
pi'essing bis own knowledge on that 
subject, and endeavouring tb discover 
some parliculars relaling to the latier part 
of bis life: Tor, Philip even at this tiare 
could not help enlertaining a hope of 
findii^ hiinself in error. 

But tt> all bis interrogatories , nothing 
satisfactory was änswered ; no one about 
the jail knew tl^e^prisöner's name^ or 
persön : it was said he was the ehief 

VOL. I. L 
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of a very daring gai^ who for some 
years had infested tbe coontry aiboot A|>- 
peozel, and all the borders of the lake of 
Constance. 

Tbe jail-keeper, making no doubt bot 
bis prisooer was tbe captain of tbe Tirjo- 
lese gangy above described, always gave 
bim tbe name of ^Raymond ; it beiog tbe 
desigoation by wbicb tbat cbief was 
known ; nor did it appear tbat tbe delin- 
queot bad any objections tbereto. 

Tbis did not displease Pbilip ; wbo iek 
some coDSoIation in the idea tbat bis 
officer bad preserved tbe name of St. üi- 
laire, uuder wbicb be bad ibugbt nobly, 
from public disgrace. 

With regard to tbe wounded robber^ be 
had barely time to receive tbe sacrament 
before he expired. At one time he ap- 
peared disposed to make some very im- 
portant coofession; but he delayed it so 
longy probably owing to wcakness aod 
paiH; that those who atteuded bim in bis 
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last Dioments werc disappointed in that 
respect. 

Reignier was disposed of in ia separate 
nving of the prison, wbere he could bave 
no . communication with the Chevalier. 
His wounds were, in generale superficial ; 
bis face was greatly altered iy the number 
bf cuts he bad received from the Stilette ; 
which bad been wrenched from bis band, 
and, very awkwardly, used by ibe postil- 
Hon : bad eitber of the sdldiers possessed 
it, Reignier would bave been quickly dis- 
patched. . 

The surgeon having arrived from Ap- 
penzell an Operation was pefformed on 
the Count, who bore it with surprising _ 
fortilude ; such as, added to the very fa- " 
vourable Situation in which the ball had 
lodged, entouraged the hope bf bis rc- 
covering the use of bis arm, in due time. 

The Countess had been put to bed in 
a State of inipnsibility ; but^ being so com- 
pletely exhausted, by the fatigues, and 
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terrors sbe experieticed, had sunk io:* 
to a profound sleep ; \vhicb, fortunately^ 
lasted tili some hours after ihe surseens 
had extracted tbe ball. ' ■ ' 

Sbe was tben informed of that ^veirt, 
and of tbe favourable opinton they bad 
expressed, wbicb considerably soothed 
fa^r mind^ birt sbe i'efrained froiu alt 
exertioo, and contenting berself with send- 
ing.an affeciionate message to ber worthy 
lord ; composed herseif as well as tbe 
weak State of her bealth permitted. 

After baving been witb tbe Count^ tbe 
ßurgeons went together tö tbe lieutenant : 
tbey^found hkn mucb exbausted» witb in- 
dications of a fatal tertnination. * His 
excellent temper, and- tbe perfect resigna- 
tion he evinced, were^ bowever,' points on 
w hieb mucb reliance w€ts placed. 

The young hero was not unknown to 
tbe genlleman from Appenzd, who, at 
bis request, sent a Ictter ^to Lindau, <ii- 
rected to an uncle, residing thero, for the 
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benefit of llie ain The doctor was en- 
joiaed iiotto express hhnself in such terms^ 
aa sbould excite aoy alarm to. the Heute- 
nanrs relative.; but to. urge his ixistantly 
Fepairing to Geaelbach, on some very im- 
pOrtant aad pre^sing businQss. 

About DOOQ the.parly which had bee» 
detacUed in pursuit of the seven robbers^ 
wbo bad fied on bearixig the shepberd's 
born> reiurned ; tbey tad followed as far 
ÜB Seveien, wbere tbey hearc^ that aboul 
an hour befoi^e, ibe fugitives^l^ad crossed 
tbe Rbine, and taken to the mouniains in 
theTyrol. 

A tbpusand tbougbts now crossed in 
Philipp' mind : he traced back all the oc- 
currcnces in the order in wliich they bad^ 
happened ; but he could nol reconcile ip 
biaiself a number of the most prominent 
poinls. The Dominican,' in particular,. 
puz?led bim cxtremely. 
. Among other things, he could not belp 
Ihinking il vcry stränge, that Monsieur 
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Ijc Brun should have been follöwed, ar 
evidently bad befn tite case, by sucb a 
formidable troup, wlio seemed more to- 
aini at bis persoo, tbaa at bis property. 

His Eorrow, for tbe dreadfuLcondition 
of tbe Count, was extreme, and neariy 
annihilated Uiat satisfaciion he feit in beitig 
so near bis dear little Aoaette, wbotn be 
loiiged lo embrace. 

That bappy meeting, whicb be had for 
some days aniicipated with unbounded 
pleasure, appeared now to be far re- 
tnoved ; for be was actuated, botb by 
gratitude and attachment, not lo leäve 
Geselbach, untit the Count should be 
'sufficiently rccovered to proceed on his 
journey. 

The wound was so severe, and its eure 
so much depended o;i rest, that, some 
weeks might be requisite to estäblish falm 
sufficiently for that purpose: added to 
tliis, it appeared exlremely proWble the 
Count would be detained, for the purpose 
of piosccuting the Chevalier. 
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ühder suclxcircumstances, the old sol- 
dier sufFered much froin the privatiön of 
that pleasure he expected in again em-^ 
.bracing the daughter, by whom he had 
. been for sorae years principally maintain- 
ed; yet he resolved to forego every inten- 
Uon which niight allenale him from his 
beuefactor. - 

Philip for a while had forgot, that, for 

tfae last twelve months, his daughter had 

not remitted the usual süpen^ ; and, that; 

. he had not, düring that terra, heardeilher 

froti^_her, or from her aunt. 

Seeing the jailor approach the door, 
that shut up that ward in which the 
Chevalier was confined, he solicited per- 
mission to visit him. This was at ^rst 
dehied ; but, after alittle explanätion, 
Philip was permitted to enter, . * 

When the door of ihd Chevalier's Cham- 
ber was opened, Philip entered, and 
examined hiscountenance with^U possible 
attention. This. however, was done to 
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coasiderable disadventage ; on account of 
the change niade by the dressings and 
bandages. His face was much sweiled, 
aDd the uppex part, was extremely dis- 
<:oloured by ihe violence with vvhieh Avril 
had Struck hiin. 

The Chevalier, hearinsj the door creak 
on it^srusty hinges^ lurtiQd hh head roundv 
to see who was aboiH to. entor; he no 
sooner beheJd Philip, whom he now re- 
cognised, boiU by his featurea» aad his 
lost band, than be shraak froin the sigbl,, 
and seemed.fora few seconds to be ii» 
much confusion : al length, wilh bi^ face 
averted fron» Ins pFCseace, he, in a Ire- 
xnulous tonC) asked, ** What is becoma 
of my brollier ?** 

" Had you a broiher among ,your 
party ?" said ll>e veieran. * 

" N o !"' answered ihe Clieva- 

lier^ with a deep sigh ! 

Philip >va8 complelely puzzled ; but 
thought ihe Chevalier was -delirious : he 
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pjued him» and oUserving thal the light 
came very slrongly upoa bis face, ihrough 
a small grated wiridow near the top of 
tlie cell, h^ took put his handkerchieC 
end by means,of tvio bQlt$ at the .cdges 
pf the , QQasonry, which CQuld just be 
Teacbed by Standing on the foot. of the 
bed, made a $hift to keep the sun from 
siriking on the chevaUer's face; 

This act of kindness was perceived by 
the jailor, ubo rebuked Philip for being 
so considerate- tawarda such a vUlaLn« 
The old soldier was liurt, but suppressed 
bjs resentment ; conteniing liimself with 
saying» that, " humanity was never mis- 
placed." 

" Who is to atiend this uhhappy manx" 
said Philip. 

*'You may, if you please I" answered 
the surly jailor* 

'* I accept your ofFer, wntb thanks V* 
rejoined Philip, 

The jailor went his tray, aod Philip, 
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seeing that the cloathes were slipping 
off the Chevalier's Shoulder, went round 
to set them to rrgbts. 

The Chevalier iooked up, and sighed ; 
* at the same time beckoning to Philip to 
»eat hiiiiself bn the edge of the ^ed : — 
Philip obeyed, 

After a pause, during which the Cheva- 
lier seeined to be in doubt, whether or 
not he should address the veieran, he 
türned a little on bis side, and taking 
Philip's band between both his own, said 
to bim.; — "If I bäd not been an eye-wit- 
ness to your bravery, I should know you 
to be truly courageous, by that conside- 
ration you evince towards a fallen 
enemy !" 

Philip was affected : hejook^d up to«' 
wards his handkerchief ! 
' ^' I need not ask whether you recognise 
me, for your conduct proves it ; it proves 
your attachoient towards tne, and che- 
rishes the Kope that you will not refuse to 
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comply with my earnest, perhaps my last, 
request?" 

"Teil me truly ; does any one of your 
party, besides yourself, know who I 



am ?' • 



Philip answered the Chevalier, that not 
one had seen, so as to distiuguish him, 
except bimself ; and, that the people 
about the prison believcd him to be Ray- 
mond, the Chief of the Tirolese gang. 

" My request," Said the.Chevalier, *' is, 
that you will never disclose . my real 
name:-^svvear it.on the honour of a sol- 

dier. " 

" I dosvvear it," answered Philip ; "yoU 

may depend upon me." 

"Thank you, Philip : I depend wholly 
on your fidelity, and I shall die con- 
tented !" 

The jailor called, and Philip was 
obliged to withdraw, after having aitended 
to spme matters the Chevalier noticed to 
Him, in regard to the accommodations in 
bis cell. 
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With liis beart and iniod botb füll, he 
returned to tbe Coont, wbo by tbis tirae 
bad derived considerable relief from bis 
suiTerings. Philip was deligbted at tbe 
prospect beld up by Avril of*a speedy 
rccoFcry ; ihc niore so, irben, on looking 
up from the yard to the u-indow of bis 
jnaster's room, be saw Robert beckon to 
bim; meaningtbat the good fellow should 
go up stairs. 

Philip did not require a second bid- 
ding : with an eagerness, the type of that 
anxjous desire uhich posscssed bim for 
an opportunity of personally eoquiring as 
to the Counfs situatioo, be tripped up 
slairs ; and, on knocking at the Chamber 
door, was admitted instanlly by bis young 
friend. 

The pleasnre feit by the veieran, 
was considerably alloyed, at seekig the 
Count so uncomfortably situated : he 
forcbore to ßpeak; but bis eyes deltvered 
those queries which were raised to them 
from the £c;at of feeling ! 



*' Philip/' Said ihe Count, " I GOuld not 
rest until I ^liould have acknowledged the 
Service you bave rendered me; your 
whole cooduct entided you tomy esteem^ 
end to* my admiratioÄ' i your zeal atid 
attacbaient now command my gratitude -^ 
I am not permiited at preseat to say 
much, but cannot refräin^from iuviling 
you lo consider yourself as one of my 
houschold ; and, in Order lo induce lo your 
compliance wiih ibat detiire, Madame La 
Brun commissions me lo e^cpress her 
earoest rcquesl, that you will place your 
daugbter under ber protection." 

At ibe same moment Robert took tbe 
Veteran by the band, and witb a look re- 
plete witb sensibility and pleasure, wished 
bim joy of so comforlable a Situation l 

**Nol oüly a Situation, added the 
Count, but a provisiou for life. You 
bave lost that which our good monarch 
had bestowed upoo you ; but I Irust yjCHi 
will find that whicb I ^ball tbis day execute 
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inyour bebalf, to bemore permanent, and 
füUy adequate to your wishes." 

FhiUp feit for bis handkerchief ; little 
supposing it was devoted to thecomfort of 
bis benefactor's brother. The poor fei- 
low could not speak ; but on Robertos 
opening tbe door for bim to retire, the 
pleasure resulting from the reflection, 
that« bis daugbter would be providcd for 
under the same roof with bimself, atid 
that too by such a man as Monsieur Le 
Brun, completely overcame him. 

" Cest un bon komme /" said he, as be 
dried bis eyrs withhis sleeve. On return*- 
ing to the court yärd, he took Avril by 
the band, and would bave toldhimof the 
Count's goodness ; but be could only re- 
peat, " C'est un bon kommt P 

Drawing the metal box from bis pocket, 
he took a pinch of snuflT; tbe box was re- 
turned ; but he again drew it forth* again, 
took a pinch, and again put it back. 

'Twas to no purpose ; be fancied some 
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grains of the Count's gift were still re- 
mainiQg, and the bust of hi? king was" 
stamped OD the lid ! 

At length he became absorbed in 
thought, as to the means of bringing bis 
daughter from Constance. The distance 
it was true did not exceed twenty milesj 
but had it been only one, he could n^t 
think of absenting himself from the Coune« 
, Besides, he had promised to becom^ 
the attendant of the Chevalier t 

It occurred to him, that, as the Tu r- 
gaw cavalry were to marcb on the day 
following to Constance^ ti letter might be 
sent ; and, that bis daughter could t;ome 
the following morning : she was a stout 
healthy girl, and the walk would be 
liothing to her. 

The practicability of this measure was 
so self-evident, that Philip lost no time in 
getting the letter penned by Avril, who 
was a tolerabie scholaf ; but the inditer 
took care to debar that style in which 
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tbe African would probably have written, 
ii left to hiinself, tbat is, mucb tbe same 
as bis niode of speaking.' Having witb dif< 
ficulty subscribed sometbing ibat bore a 
{a\nt^ re^mbiance to bis naiue, Pbilip 
ddivered it to tbe aide-n>ajor of tbe cavaK 
ry ; u ho promised ta carry it in person to 
Annette, so soon as h^ shoutd arrive at 
Constance. 

In tbe morning tbe trua^petealted forth 
tbe troops^ wbich, kaving tbe iieutenant 
«nder cbarge of Mr. Von Boch, tbe sur* 
geon fk'om Appenzel, ^nd attended by two 
privale^ of tbe corps, inarcbed frcna tbe 
town« 

PbUip accompanied' the surgeon early 
(0 tbe jail, and havmg received instruc- 
tions regarding the diet of tbe Chevalier, 
undertook to perform all tbose llittle of* 
fices xhe Situation of the prisoner demaod- 

N. 

ed. Obtaining a small kettle, he pre« 
pared some very palatable broth ; and 
condncted bimself witb such (ittention and 
kindness; tbat tbe Chevalier; witb great 
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emotion, lamented his entire inability to^ 
recompense such Fcpeaied Services; 

Tbe character, inanner, and conduct, 
of Reignier appeared so ferocious, ihat 
the Veteran did not feel disposed to pay 
hini a visit : he could not bear the idea o£ ' 
using a stiletto ; which he said was the 
certain indication of treachery and covv- 
ardice« Besides^ Reignier was more dis<^ 
figured thaa burt ; tberefore he did no| 
stand in need of assistance. , 

Tbe Chevalier was so much recoverec^ 
as to be able to sit on tbe edge of the 
bed&tead, wbiJe bis benevoleot attendanfr , 
put tbe matirass to rights. The sight, and 
tlie rattling, of the fetters made Pbilip's 
bear.t bked for tbe sufferings of ihe maa 
under whose command, and in whosc do- 
fenCQ be had lost a limb ! 

The Count cominucd to mend, as did* 
the wounded trooper and the post-boy ;, 
but the poor lieutenant reniained so weak, 
froni tbe loss of bload, that bis recovery 
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seemed to be rather worse than dbubfuK 
The Count and bis ladv were more con- 
cerned on hisaccount than for themselves, 
and nnade enquiries in regard to bis Situ- 
ation, under the Intention of providing. 
for any famiiy he might have. 

They were informed that he- was a^ 
bachelor, about iwenty years of age, rc*- 
lated to a very respectable famiiy, natives 
of France, who were royalists^ and then^» 
at Lindau .for the benefit of its air, in. 
consequence of bis aunt's being consqmp- 
tive : that the young-manheld tbe com» 
mission of lieutenant in theTurgawca* 
valry, and expected very soon to obtaia 
the commanä of a troop. He was a gen- 
teel figure, and bis manners were higbly 
^pleasing.\ ^ 

When the liöutenant had first seen the 
Countess in the coach, she was so rnuffled 
up, in consequence of her Indisposition, 
^hat be could not possibly have recognised, 
were he to have met' her tlie next day ; 



A ROMAN CE. 235 

besides she was at that time so deranged, 
that she could not distinguish his features 
with aecuracy. 

All the interest she feit in his welfare, 
arose from a grateful sense of the impor- 
tant Service he had renclered the Count - 
which the latter, indeed, thought could 
neverbe repaid. ' Hedid not know whieh 
to esteetn' niost, Robert, or the Heute* ^ 
nant ; but he feit more attached to the 
forfher, in consequence of havingseen far- 
ther into his amiable disposition. 

Sereral däys past Without any par- 
ticular occurrence, tili Philip received a 
small packet covering two letters ; one 
from the aide-major, which informed hrm 
that his daught^r, and her aunt had lefC 
Constance some time before ; and that no«. 
body knew whither they were gone. 

The oiher letter-was that which Ayrit 
had penned to Annette. 

A combination of .pleasing circumstan« 
ces had raised Phrlip's spirits greatly : he 
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saw lUsbenefactor, the Count, faM recover- 
ing ; the Countess sbewed him the greai^ 
€st attention ; Robert, bis warm friendy 
was doing well, and bis ol^ comraander^. 
the Chevalieri was declaci^d ou:t of dan^ 
g^r» fron» the coatusion on bishead^ 

Asto tbe fature discussiim pf tl^ Cbe«^ 
valier's conduict^ i t appeai'edso very serit)tid» 
tbat Philip did noi dare to lock foiw^d : 
be was nevertheless highly pleaaed to fioel 
tbat tbe real name^ aöd rank, of the pri-^ 
SQner were unknowa; and, tba.t> if b^ 
rfioyld sufter tbe.seßtence of the law, as- 
ihen appeeyred inevUabl^,^ it woold be 
«nder tbe nanaa of Rayäiond,^ cbief of 
tbe Tyrokse baödiui ; wbereby tlie. repu- 
taiion of tbe grand Moaarc|U€'s army 
wotild receive no staioj^ 
• liut tbe iiVtelligence, which at least con- 
veyed a delay^ if . rwt tbe total privation, 
of the pleasure'be ^itieipated, in thauking 
his dear Annette, för feer iilial afFection 
and botinty, \i'as a.bkxw for whieb tbe 
poor fellow wa3 totally unprepared** 
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What ^ distfppointmeiit ! Ai the very 
moment when a con(jfortable|)rovtsion was 
niade for himself, (for the Count bad set- 
ilcd on him a petision of ihree hundred . 
livr^s, wjth hbuse^roo»), doathing, &c.) 
imd that a most respectable Situation wts 
ofFered to Annette, whereby the aunt would 
be relieved from the burthen of partly 
iiiaintaining botb, for the girl earned a 
handsotne penny by fringe-nrmking, one 
ialf the beneßt was renttered nugatt)ry ! 

Such was ^e impression made oii Phi- 

Jtp's ndind, by* the unlucky absence of bis 

<laughter : such the conflict between bis 

anxiety to ascertain where siie was, for * 

as to her safety,*e eutertained Mittle doubt, 

and the reluctance he feit at leaving the 

Count, even fora day, that the poor fel- 

low's physiognoniy betrayed evident markö 

,of dejeption, 

No one could fail to perceive the sud- 

-d^nchange; and, as he did not disclose, 

even to Avril, the disappointment he had 

experienced, it was difficult to assign bis 
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melancboly to tbe proper cause. Avrily 
at leDgtby perceiving that the old maa 
took every opportunity of deligbting bis 
swimming eyes wkb the {)ortrait of liis 
dear Annette, was fearful that Philip 
had received some unpleas^Qt news regärd* 
ing her. 

The kind-bearted African cotntnunicated 
bis observations to the Countess ; wbo, 
unwilling to ask any questions that might 
operate barshly on that . sensibility, witb 
which tbe old soldier was so abundantly 
enduedy endeavoured, by e circuitous 
train of conversation, mixed witb im* 
plied interrogatories, to learn tbe reason 
of that sejtled gloom . which had sup* 
planted tbe chearfulness that usualjy 

characterised the veteran's weatber-beatcn 

» 

countenance. 

" Monsieur Le Brun is recovering very 
fast, Philip l'' 

" God be praibed !'^ answered Philip, 
with much eainestness. • 
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** We shall soön be able to get forward 
on our journey." 

"Yes, Madam." 

" As our horse« will be so fresb, we 
sballnot be morethan three or four hoürs 
in reaching Constance." 

"Yes, Madam:" tbe good man's Ups 
began to tremble. 

"Youwillhave the supreme pleasure 
of seeing your friends." 

"N o, Madam."' 

' The big tear rolled down bis manly 
€heek; and he coüld scarcely refrain 
from sobbing aloiid.^ 

" Sit dowh, Philip ;" said the Coun- 
tess, who feared sbe had touched on too 
tender a subject, 

Philip laid his band on bis breast, made 
a respectful bend, and retired to * chair 
that stood in a remot;e Corner. 

He wept— but it was lilce a man. He 
hadredeemed his band kerchief, by moviog 
the Chevalier's bed to a part of the cell 
on which the sun could not throw his rays. 
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After wiping bis eyes, he produced tbe 
aide-major's Metler. The Countess ex- 
* pected to read the irrevtjcable, doom of 
Annette ; but, though she feit sineerely 
' €or the absence ef ibe gtrl, partlj indeed 
on her own account, her mind was set 
prptty well at ease as to her safety. 

She did not aiFect to treat the ma^t^r 
with levity^ btit> condolicigwith tbe honest 
fellovvy on the disappointment i^ had ex* 
perienced, said sbe would s^te the par-' 
ticulars to the Count ; who, slie was con- 
fident, would lose no time ia exerting 
every means in bis power, towards ascer* 
^aining where bis daughter mtght be, aiid 
in restoring her to bis anxious embrace. 

Philip madä no reply : rising, as tbe 
Countess qtiitted her chair, foi* the pur- 
pose of going to her busband, he foi* 
lowed her to tbe docjr m graleful silence. 
She directed bim to wait unlil her re- 
turn. A bow implied obedienCe to her 
commands«, 

Tbe Count was not long in adjusting 
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the affäir ; he considered, tbat> in all pro- 
bability, not less than ten or twelve -days 
must elapse before he should be able to 
travel ; that he should have no occasion 
for Philip*s attendance, and that in the 
mean Mobile Annette might be found. 

He likewise considereä, that Robert bad 
not discharged his commissiony respect- 
ing the parcel he was to deliver at Con- 
stance; atid that the two post-horses could 
be devjoted to carrying him and Philip, 
without the inconvenience of having his 
owaemployed ; so that the latter would be 
recovering from the faligue they had un-, 
dergone, in drawing the coach such long 
stages, through so very hilly a country. 

Robert bdng at band, the propösal was 
made to bim: it was what he had anxiously 
wished, but had been prevented, by deli- 
ca'cy, from proposing to the Count. He 
gladly embraced the plan ; which the 
Count conlirmed, under tbe»stipulalioö, 

VOU I. M 
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thal Robert sbould cooie back vrith 
Philip. 
Tbe Coontcss return^d to tbe apart- 

« 

ment, where she had left tl:i€vetera.n; wha 
no sooner heardwbat the Gount proposed, 
than he was obliged to retire to his seat, 
conipletely overconae with the goodness of 
his patron ; who had, at the same tiine^ 
seot money to defray the expenees of his 
journey, with the particular injunctioh t9 
be back in twelve days at farthest 

Matte^s were settied so far as related 
to the Count and Robert; but a very 
[formidable obstacle presented itself, in the 
•deficiency- that would arise in the Gheva- 
lierÄ comforts, during the absence of his 
faithfttl Philip : such, indeed, was the rigid - 
integrity af the old man, that he could 
scarcely reconcile a breach of tlie duty lie 
had imposed on himself ; noiwithstanding 
tbe itnperioüs dictates of paternal solici- 
tude forced him to relinquish xhe pleasing 
taskt 
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Philip altowed nature tor prevtiit oTer alt 
consideraüoDS : .he undertook to provide 
dorne proper person to attend the^ Cheva- 
Ker, (or, a^ he was caUed, captain Ray- 
mond) and pfomii»ng Co return as e^rly * 
as possible, affectionately topk leave of 
his old Commander; who suddenly re- 
jquested to be furnished with pen and 
paper. 

. SoBie doubts arose within tbe old jsol- 
di^r's mind, as to the eompliance of the 
jailor; who was not without difficuUy pre- 
vailed upon to allow any writing materials 
to enter the prisoner's cell : nor would he, 
by any means, häve acquiesced^ had not the 
Chevalier declared, that he wanted only to 
write to his father confessor. 

Wit^i some difficulty the letter was writ- 
ten ; it was superscribed to father An- 
seüno, öf tlie nionastery of St. Gral. It was 
sealed very carefully by the Chevalier, who 
delivered it to Philip,, with particular in- 

M 2 
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juDctions to gtve it with his own band to 
.that monk. 

^* Philip !" Said the Chevalier, as the 
jailor retired to lock up a man just 
brought in 10 the prison; ^' xemember your 
promise !" 

" Twas the promise of a soldier !^ 
answered the veteran with dignity. 

Havingcarefully wrapped the Chevalier'« 
letterin some brown paper, and tied it up 
in the piece of parchment along with his 
certificate, Philip quitted the prison in 
.search.of a nurse for the Chevalier. 

•With this intention, he went to a little 
auberge, at the entrance of the town, 
nearly opposite to the Chevaliers cell, 
and enquired for a person to undertake 
the Office in quesiion. 

Several were mentioned, but, on appli- 
caiion, none would have any thing to do 
with the prison, m HC hmore with thereputed 
Raymond ; wbo bore so very bad a cha- 
racter, as ihe head of the Tirolese baa- 



\ 



A ROMANCE. S45 

<litti, that, so soon as his na^e was an- 
nounced, it created dismay. 

The landlord was.endea\rouring to dis- 
suade the old soldier froin the attempt to 
4>rocupe a nurse, when a woman, of about 
thirty-five years of.^ge, who seemed to 
have kndwn better . days, approached ihe 
porch at the entrance of the auberge, and, 
in the most pressing terms, besought the 
indulgence of a ineal. 

She appeared to be greally -fatigued, 
was quite wan with dejection ; and, her 
meagre looks sufficiently indicated, that 
^e had made many an involuntary last. 

The landlord gave her leavg to sit down, 
aod called for some bread and cfieese, 
and a little small wine ; for which the 
generous soldier ofFered to pay, but was 
not permitted. 

Philip asked whither she was going? 

'^ She could not teil ; all places were 
alik^ to her." 

*' Had she any friend?" 
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Sbm sigbed ! 

'* Was she marrml r'' 

She burst into tears, and af^ared for a 
while convulsed. 

'^ Would not tbis do ?" said tbe land- 
lord, winking to Philip. 

Tbe first considerations of humanily 
towards a^distressed object, especially a 
wqman, had absorbed every idea which 
did not tend to its relief : tbe question 
Struck forcibly on bis oiind ,* and before 
he conld collect bimself sufficiently to 
answer tbe host, he had fbrmed tbe whole 
arrangement completely to bis mind. 

The poor.woman was in distress; she 
wandered almost without a sense of mo- 
tion. in search of alms : she was therefore 
glad to accept tbe ofBce, which Philip 
ofiered to her as a ten}porary asylum ; 
assuring her, that, at his return frorh a 
sKort joürney he was obliged to make, be 
would see her comfortabty seltled. 

On being told she was to nurse a sick 
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person in tbe prisoci, she expressed some 
deUcate exeeptions^ and tnisted her bene-* 
factCNT would not place her any ivhere that 
might affect her character. 

^* Oh^ no r Said Philip, it is only to 
attend a waunded prisoner, the*— — '* 

The landlord slopped bim from dis- 
closing the name, or character, of the 
patient; giving bim a signiticant look, and 
thereby rerainding bim of the objections 
that had been raised by so many in the 
town. 

" Wbo, did you say it was, Sir ?'' 

*^ The wounded prisoner ; the gentle- 
Hiau wbose name is not known." 

Philip settled with the landford for a 
small apartment, in which the poor wo- 
man was to have a snug little bed ; also 
for her board, which he paid in ad- 
vance for the ensuing week. 

Finding the good woman refreshed, 
he took her over to the prison, where 
he introduced her to the jailor; after 
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wbicb^ «he was }ed up to the Chevalier*]» 
cell, where they found all quiet; the 
prisoner being fast asleep, with bis face to 
to the wall. 

They did not disturb hun, but retired : 
the good woman went to-the room Philip 
bad hired for her, while he proceeded to 
the Count's, where Robert had been wait- 
ing for him a füll hour. 
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